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I. Introduction: 
 

The question of people’s rights to self-determination has become a rising conflict around the 
world, specifically within Arab nations, due to Arab Spring uprisings. Self-determination, as 
defined by the Encyclopedia Britannica, is the “process by which a group of people, usually 
possessing a certain degree of 
national consciousness, form their 
own state and choose their own 
government.”  In context of the United 1

Nations, the International Court of Justice 
identifies the right to self-determination, 
also referred to as self-governing, both 
externally and internally. It is externally 
referred to as the “the right of peoples to 
determine freely their political status and 
their place in the international community” 
which should be distinguished from the 
internal definition stating “the rights of all 
people to pursue freely their economic, 
social and cultural development within the 
political and legal framework of a given 
state.”  It is important to note that the right 2

to self-determination can be manipulation 
at both an external and internal level. This means that manipulation of the rights can either come 
from a greater power within the country, or having the right denied by outside, stronger forces.  

 
People’s freedom in terms of self-determination has been put into question, as it has always 

been a fundamental principle in international law, yet seems to be problematic for many 
governments around the world. The UN Charter, as well as several international covenants, such 
as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights,  recognize the right of people to self-determination, 3

especially when it comes to indigenous people’s right to it. The problem, however, occurs with 
the recognition of people’s rights to self-determination beyond the context of decolonization. 
The question becomes whether the right to self-determination should be applied equally to 

1 The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. “Self-Determination.” 5 July 2017 
2 Zyberi, Gentian. “Self-Determination Through the Lens of the International Court of Justice.” Vol. 56. 
2009. 
3 IWGIA. "Indigenous Affairs: Self Determination." The International Work Group for Indigenous 
Affairs, 2002. 
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people without a state, as those within an already existing state, bearing in mind that the meaning 
of self-determination should not be confused with the idea of wanting to split from the already 
existing state. 

 
II. Involved Countries and Organizations 

Palestine 

The question of Palestine is 
known as the “longest unresolved issue 
of human rights”  according to the United 4

Nations. More than 5 million Palestinians 
have been denied their fundamental 
human rights by the state of Israel.  The 5

issue here becomes the extent of the 
Palestinian people’s right to 
self-determination, with the creation of 
the state of Israel. The denial of the rights 
of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination tends to be one of the 
“greatest obstacles to ensuring human 
rights in Palestine”4 and around the 
world. The denial of the right to 
self-determination denies individuals 
their independence, which on the long 
run diminishes the idea of a democracy 
within a state. Being an occupied state, such as the case in Palestine, means that all fundamental 
human rights of the Palestinians are put under the hands of the Israelis.  

 
An example of that would be the Israelis denying a work permit to Palestinians.  They 6

live under a state with no right to freedom of speech, imprisonment without charge or trial, house 
searches without warrants, as well as no voting rights when it comes to Israeli positions in the 
government.5 According to the rights stated within international law, the issue exists in favor of 
the indigenous inhabitants of Palestine. It is due to the fact that the Palestinian people have been 
denied their right to self-determination, as well as the right to be part of their community 
politically, economically, and culturally, against the Israeli community. As stated by British 

4 C. Doebbler, "Human Rights and Palestine: The Right to Self-Determination in Legal and Historical 
Perspective," Beijing Law Review, Vol. 2 No. 3, 2011, pp. 111-118. 
5 "Equal Rights for Palestinians." Israel's apartheid policies against Palestinians. N.p., n.d. Web. 07 Aug. 
2017. 
6 Israel: Human Rights Watch Denied Work Permit. (2017, February 24). Retrieved August 6, 2017, from 
Human Rights Watch 
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Philosopher, Bertrand Russell, "The tragedy of the people of Palestine is that their country was 
'given' by a foreign power to another people for the creation of a new state".  7

 
To understand the rights which the Palestinian people call for, one must understand the 

type of self-determination that they call for, which can only be understood through the history of 
Palestine. This situation of self-determination applies to the situation where people are living 
under colonialism or occupation, according to several UN resolutions.  As shown in the figure 8

above, the Palestinian owned land, has decreased to Israeli settlements over the years, alongside 
the decrease of their right to self-determination.4 The creation of Israel depended on the Zionist 
movement, which relied on the UN General Assembly resolution, Resolution 181: The Partition 
Resolution of 29 November 1947, which they interpreted to call on the creation of the state of 
Israel. The Israelis depended on such to grant their own rights to self-determination. In that case, 
it is the claim they had over the land that allowed them to declare their rights to self-governing. 
As they entered the land of Palestine, the building of their own nation required them to guarantee 
their rights to self-governing over the land. This, however, resulted in the clash of rights between 
the Palestinians and Israelis as both groups demand their rights to self-determination over the 
same area of land. This was the start of their violation of the rights of the Palestinian people to 
their self-government within their own state. According to the United Nations, several reports 
have the identified actions made by the Israeli government as a violation of the rights of the 
Palestinian people. Article 55 of the Charter of the UN presents its duty to protect such rights of 
Palestinians, making the General Assembly responsible to act accordingly, as article 55 of the 
Charter of the UN reads: 

“a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and social 
progress and development; 
 
b. solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems; and 
international cultural and educational cooperation; and 
 
c. universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.”  

9

Iraq 

The Kurds have been recognized as the world’s largest ethnicity without a country , 10

which sets the basis for their cry over their right to self-determination. Over 8 million Kurds 
have been denied the right to self-determination by the Iraqi government.11 As the Kurdish 
government’s top diplomat in Washington, Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, said earlier, "We believe 
this is the right time to allow the people of Kurdistan to exercise their democratic right, a right 

7 Kapitan, Tomis. "Self Determination and the Israel Palestine Conflict." Tamilnation. 7 July 2017 
8 This situation is accompanied by 2 others which will be further explained in the third part of the chair 
report. 
9 "Chapter IX." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 07 Aug. 2017. 
10 Qazi, Henim. Kurds: Subjugated, the struggle for self-determination. 31 October 2015. 6 July 2017 
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that people across the world have, to express their self-determination."  The injustices created in 11

Iraq have been results of the killings of thousands of people, mainly Kurds, by Saddam Hussein, 
which have resulted in the displacement of many people. Kurds have been asking for their rights 
to self-determination in terms of being able create their own state, separate from that of the 
Iraqis.  
 

Actions have been taken by Kurdish officials to try to bring up the topic into discussion 
to establish a Kurdish state declaring the rights of the Kurdish people to self-determination.  The 
President of the Kurdistan region, Massoud Barzani, mentioned in his opening speech during the 
13th conference of the KDP, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, that the KDP “shall raise the 
demand of self-determination for the Kurds in the Party’s next conference, as its previous 
conferences have already raised this call…The Kurdish society is facing a large number of 
problems nowadays, that can’t be settled unless through the reigning of justice.”  The actions 12

needed to be taken have been brought up, but not all of them have been dealt with so far. This 
includes the writing of a new constitution to guarantee the rights of the Kurdish citizen, in order 
to be able to claim them legally. The main challenge comes from within the government itself, 
due to it being in internal conflict, and so the change must come from within.  

 
Kurdish regional Prime Minister, Barham Salih, mentioned in a report that was published 

by the Turkish daily, Hurriyet Daily News, that “There is a consensus among Kurds over the fact 
that it is legal and legitimate to have the right to self-determination…. When we pushed for a 
federal Iraq we said that it was a form of expression of self-determination, and we have never 
abandoned this right.”11 The Kurds have had the will and initiation to act upon the rights they 
demand, uniting the community to starting acting, which as stated by Defense Minister Harjit 
Sajjan is the long term solution for Iraq.  

 
The clash here comes with the role of the Iraqi government as well as the Kurdish 

government. As stated by many of their senior representatives, mainly Bayan Sami Abdul 
Rahman, the Kurdish government is trying to live peacefully with the Iraqi citizens and tried to 
guarantee them their rights to self-determination. Since that is not working, living on the same 
grounds as the Iraqi citizens, the government believes it is of their jobs to divorce the Kurdish 
citizens from the Iraqi ones. The role of the government is to find ways to guarantee the rights of 
the minorities within the state of Iraq. In this case, this is an internal dispute meaning that the 
resolution in this case should be based on the actions of the government and not from 
international aid, as it is an internal dispute over self-determination between different groups 
within the same state.  
Syria 

The situation in Syria is far more complicated, as there has not been any kind of support 
given to them by the rest of the Arab Nations. “The Arab League is committed to respecting the 

11 Press, The Canadian. "Iraqi Kurds want same right to self-determination as Quebecers: Diplomat." 3 
July 2017. Time Colonist. 7 July 2017 
12 Council, M. E. (n.d.). Iraq: Kurds Renew Demands for Self-Determination. Retrieved August 7, 2017, 
from Middle East Policy Council 
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established government in each member state and to guaranteeing its sovereignty and 
independence.” It works on the unity of the member states to be able to guarantee the human 
rights of the Arabs, in that case the right to self-determination.  13

 
 Divisions among League members have handicapped its response to the crisis, with 

many members backing various components of the opposition to Bashar Al-Assad’s government, 
yet several who support Assad. Several Arab Nations have supported Assad’s regime with its 
denial of Syrian people’s right to autonomy. Iran and Iraq have both backed Assad for the time 
being. Russia, a major power, has also made the effort to back up Assad’s regime, even if the 
support was given through weaponry aid. Turkey has also been one of the countries backing up 
the regime, which provides no Arab support to Syria. 
 

III. Focused Overview of the Issue 
The term “self-determination” has been defined through several different views. In terms 

of the International Court of Justice, the term “self-determination” has been defined “as the need 
to pay regard to the freely expressed will of peoples.”  The United Nations charter identifies it 14

in two ways, being the political, economic, social, and cultural systems in which the indigenous 
peoples of a member have the right to hold a voice in, and the right of a person to appoint itself 
within their state. 

 
The idea of self-determination refers to people’s rights to determine their futures 

politically, economically, socially, and culturally. It refers to people’s right to govern 
themselves, aside from the state sovereignty. However, the United Nations has not specified the 
rights of people towards their self-determination outside the context of decolonization.  The 
General Assembly passed a resolution on the 14th of December 1960 titled “Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples” The context of this passed 
resolution refers back to the right of the indigenous people regarding the topic of colonization. It 
shows the role of the UN to protect people’s rights from colonization and from violence being 
used against them, however it does not address rights outside of such context.  
 

The origin of self-determination dates back with the growth of nationalism. When 
looking at the German definition of the term, it is viewed that its principles date back with 
nationalistic and democratic principles. The concept is said to date back to the American and 
French revolutions, as well as was said to have started with the creation of the League of Nations 
in 1920. As stated by Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence, " . . . that 
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or abolish it and to institute new government."  Today the principle of self-determination 15

is much better defined as the numerous cases have made it possible for the definition to evolve. It 
has been recognized in several human rights treaties, UN resolutions and by the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ). An example is stated in the International Covenant on Economic, Social 

13 The Arab League. Arab League. 8 July 2017 
14 IWGIA. "Indigenous Affairs: Self Determination." The International Work Group for Indigenous 

Affairs, 2002. 
15 "Self-Determination." Encyclopedia of American Foreign Policy. . Encyclopedia.com. 7 Jul. 2017 
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and Cultural Rights, stating exactly the definition of self-determination, it being: “1. All peoples 
have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”  Some prominent 16

jurists have even declared the right to self-determination to be a norm within the international 
law, and the the ICJ has confirmed that the right to self-determination being in support of the 
interest of all states, in order to ensure its respect.  17

  
1) History of the Topic in the Arab World 
 

The Arab Charter on Human Rights was adopted on the 15th of September, 1994. The aim 
of the charter was to guarantee the rights of the Arab Nations to self-determination with the idea 
that “God has honored the Arab Nations since it was the birthplace of many civilizations.”  This 18

topic has been crucial in the Arab World due to the rise of the Arab Spring, and the need for 
many Arab minorities to split from their governing state due to violence being used against the 
indigenous people of the country. The change in regimes within those nations caused a denial in 
the rights of some people, as well as influence being made on neighboring countries, and with 
the Arab Nation being close in contact, the issue has affected most of the member states. The 
problem lies in the division of the Arab League Nations, which allows for such problems to rise. 
This shows how the problem when it comes to self-determination in most of the Arab League 
Nations, is the fact that they are very divided, showing no support to neighboring states. Due to 
their lack of power against other major powers in the world also allowed them to be influenced 
by more powerful international nations, which caused for many conflicts within Arab member 
states. 

 
The issue when it comes to the Arab Nations however is the question of outside aid. This 

shows how many of the Arab Nations cannot primarily depend on their own governments which 
does not put their governments in a position of power, and therefore cannot depend on itself to 
guarantee the rights of its people. Many of the nations tend to lose power as they depend on 
international aid which weakens their position against the world. Many of the Arab Nations are 
solely dependent on international aid, such as Libya. That case affects the aids right to be able to 
grant the country’s people their right to self-determination. In that case, the question becomes 
which country’s jurisdiction is it to act upon the rights of the minority in each country, meaning 
which country has the right to act in favor of, or against, the rights of minorities in other 
countries, in cases in which the country’s government cannot act itself. In cases such as these, 
and in the case of Libya, “The Arab League, for its part, has backed the internationally 
recognized government and has endorsed sending arms to support Libya.”  Even though that 19

16 OHCHR | International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. N.p., n.d. Web. 07 Aug. 
2017. 
 
17 Collins, John A. Self-Determination in International Law: The Palestinians. 1980. 7 July 2017 
18 "ARAB CHARTER ON HUMAN RIGHTS ." 15 September 1994. Human Rights. 8 July 2017 
19 Jones, Rory. "Arab League Supports Libya's Plea for Help in Fighting Islamic State." WSJ. March 1, 
2015. Web. 
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violates a United Nations weapons embargo on the country, the Arab League aims to promote 
the peace and rights of the Arab member states.10 

 
With other member states, the situation is far worse, and an example of that would be the 

case of Syria. With the corruption present in the system and with Bashar Al-Assad’s government, 
member states of the Arab League have not taken a similar position against the corruption of the 
government.  

  
 
2) The Legal Right to Self-determination 
 
The right to self-determination belongs to all people, as stated by the UN Charter, signed on the 
26th of June, 1945, at the conclusion of the United Nations Conference on International 
Organization, which was later implemented by all nation states. It was also stated in several other 
International Covenants. A common article in the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights reads: 
 

“1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely 
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural 
development. 
 
2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and 
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic 
co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefits, and international law. In no 
case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.  
 
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for 
the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the 
realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity 
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.”  20

 
As shown in the excerpt given above about the recognition of people’s rights to 

self-determination, the concept has been expressed in several official legal articles. The right to 
self-determination has also been recognized in several other agendas such as “Part VII of the 
Helsinki Final Act 1975 and Article 20 of the African Charter of Human and Peoples’ Rights as 
well as the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Territories and Peoples”9 

The topic, however, is still a very controversial matter in regards to whether there is any 
recognition of people’s rights outside the context of decolonization. The debate, however, has 
been opened in several committees such as the United Nations Human Rights Committee and the 
United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
 

20 IWGIA. "Indigenous Affairs: Self Determination." The International Work Group for Indigenous 
Affairs, 2002. 
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IV. Key Vocabulary 
 

Self-Determination: “the process by which a group of people, usually possessing a certain degree 
of national consciousness, form their own state and choose their own government.” It could also 
be referred to as self-government or autonomy.1 
 
In the context of the issue, it is what most of the Arab nation populations require as part of their 
basic human rights, in terms of being part of their nation politically, economically, socially, and 
culturally. It is important for delegates to understand that “the right to self-determination does 
not imply secession from the state.”  
 
Indigenous Peoples: People originating in and characteristic of a particular region or country; 
native.  21

 
Indigenous People are the ones mostly being denied the right to self-determination as the 
governing state tends to be more powerful, acting as a colonizing state. Therefore, this denies 
these people the right to take part of their state politically, economically, and socially. 
 
Colonization: The action or process of settling among and establishing control over 
the indigenous people of an area  22

 
Due to acts of colonization, some indigenous people have lost their right to self-government 
 

 
V. Important Events & Chronology 

Date Event 

January 1920 

The principle of self-determination was established when the 
League of Nations was formed. It was when people began to 
claim their rights towards their self-determination as they started 
to recognize them. Having a definition set for the concept of 
self-determination in the context of decolonization allows people 
to view the kind of rights they should be guaranteed which 
allowed them to slowly start calling for them. 

December 14, 1960 

The General Assembly adopts the resolution on the fourth 
committee which addresses the issue of the integration of 
minorities into independent states which would guarantee their 
rights to self-governing titles “Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples”. 

21 Dictionary.com. Web. http://www.dictionary.com/browse/indigenous 
22 Oxforddictionaries.com. Web. http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/colonization 
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October 24, 1970 

The resolution on “Declaration On Principles Of International 
Law Concerning Friendly Relations And Co-Operation Among 
States In Accordance With The Charter Of The United Nations” 
was adopted, outlining the rights of people to self-determination  23

1989 

Global Fund for Women has provided nearly $10 million in vital 
core support to 384 women-led groups in 14 countries throughout 
the Middle East and North Africa to fight off their newly 
established governments that deny their right to self  
determination. Such organizations were specifically active in 
Egypt and Tunisia during the rise of the Arab Spring  24

September 15, 1994 
The Arab Charter on Human Rights was adopted, in Cairo, with 
the mention of the Arabs right to self-determination in several 
articles.  

 

VI. Failed Solution Attempts 

The problem when it comes to most Arab Nations is failing to recognize the meaning of 
self-determination, and therefore failing to guarantee the citizens’ rights to self-determination 
and integration within the nation state. After the first and second World Wars, several different 
states were created, meaning that borders were drawn. This was based upon the preferences of 
the major powers in the world then, referred to now as the UN’s P5 veto powers. This resulted 
because of the failure to self-determination within the already existing states, because of their 
lack of power.  

One of the options of dealing with the issue of self-determination is through a settlement. 
Out of the 78 self-determination conflicts that ended with the end of the Second World War, only 
a few of them were settled during the time of the Cold War. Most of these settlements either 
ended in a “protracted and mutually damaging stalemate.” When looking at the Arab League 
specifically, conflicts started when it came to the actions of the corrupt governments of the Arab 
Nations. Failed solutions led to many internal disputes, as well as civil wars, such as in Iraq and 
Syria. 

VII. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

Resolution 2625 (XXV) adopted by the General Assembly:  
The link above includes several agreements made by the United Nations, however, this 

resolution adopted on the 24th of October 1970 about the “Declaration on Principles of 
International Law Concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in Accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nations” addresses the law regarding self-determination and the 
what the state is required to do to be able to guarantee such. 
 

23 Nations, United. "General Assembly." 24 October 1970. unispal.un.org. 8 July 2017 
24 "Model Arab League: Background Guide." 2015-2016. ncusar.org/. 7 July 2017 
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Specifically, when it comes to the Arab Nations and the use of violence, all member 
states must refrain from the use of violence against the independence of a state as well as 
refraining from the use of violence against “peoples referred to in the elaboration of the principle 
of equal rights and self-determination of their right to self-determination and freedom and 
independence.”13 As stated in one of the preamps of the resolution “Considering it essential that 
all States shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent 
with the purposes of the United Nations,” showing how the resolution is built upon the fact that 
refraining from violence is an essential aspect to working towards the peace needed in the area. 
 
Resolution 2334 (2016) adopted by the Security AT Council  
 
S/2014/650 
 
The first resolution was adopted by the Security Council at its 7853rd meeting, on 23 December 
2016. The resolution was adopted with 14 votes in favor, however with the abstention of the 
United States. The aim of the resolution was to condemn Israeli settlements and grant 
Palestinians their right against the state in terms of being able to self-govern themselves. This is 
shown through the second clause, for example, stating: 
 

“2. Reiterates its demand that Israel immediately and completely cease all settlement 
activities in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, and that it fully 
respect all of its legal obligations in this regard;” 

 
The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been one of the greatest conflicts all around the world, 
especially within the Arab Nations. The conflict mainly revolves around the denial of the 
Palestinian people their right to self-determination. Such a resolution expresses the complete 
disagreement of the current governing of such lands. 
 
The second resolution adopts a similar case being that of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict as well. 
It was adopted within the 68th session of the General Assembly, with 165 votes of member states 
in favor. This report contains the views of the Secretary General about the issue itself and the 
international efforts to move forward with that case and the efforts being made to try to maintain 
humanitarian peace. The resolution addresses the issue of the independence of the state of 
Palestine and the recognition of the rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination. 
 

VIII. Possible Solutions 

The very first step in being able to find an answer to the question of people’s rights to 
self-determination lies behind the definition of the phrase itself. As stated throughout the chair 
report, there tends to be different definitions behind the concepts, as it the definition has been 
stated differently in several UN charters. The United Nations themselves still have not decided 
on a single definition for the term that applies in all cases, which leaves the rights of people to 
such unattended, outside the context of decolonization. Secondly, one of the most important 
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things is narrowing down the identification of the people calling for such rights. In the 
Palestinian case, it is of great important to identify a Palestinian people in order to be able to 
identify them as a collective group against the state. The first step to guaranteeing people’s rights 
to self-determination is through their identification. Once identified as an ethnic group, their 
rights will follow.  

 
Establishments and unifications have to be made within the state and the people 

themselves. This means that unity between the people must be established in order for their 
rights to be heard. That is a solution that must come from within the country itself, however. 
When “asked about the issue last week, Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan said: "A unified Iraq is 
what we believe is the long-term solution. But ultimately these decisions have to be made by the 
Iraqi people, and the Kurds themselves."  25

 
When it comes to solutions regarding the state itself, one must ensure that the state shall 

refrain from any kind of threat against its people, and find ways to ensure their voices being 
heard in all country aspects in terms of economically, socially, politically, and culturally. One 
way to do that would be to make penalties for people acting in a violent matter, and to keep the 
checkups on such very constant. Another way would be trying to raise awareness about the 
importance of the integration of citizens within their member states and how they can develop it, 
in order to make them realize their rights, and act in favor of the state, rather than in a violent 
matter. The state must act towards indigenous peoples in peaceful manners and ensure their 
integration within their society and its governing, therefore guaranteeing their political rights 
within the nation which will allow them to start making political decisions within their nation, 
therefore slowly building up to their rights to self-determination. This solution must come from 
within the government itself regarding self-determination cases that are both internal as well as 
external. When the governments start maintaining peace within their states, and stop using 
violence against their citizens, will there be room for each nation’s citizens to be able to act 
economically, politically, and socially towards their member states. 
 

IX. Useful links 

● The following link is the Arab Charter on Human Rights. In regards to the Arab League, 
it explains in each article the the rights given to the Arab citizens, in which several 
articles refer to the right to self-determination 

"ARAB CHARTER ON HUMAN RIGHTS ." 15 September 1994. Human Rights. 8 July 2017 < 
http://www.humanrights.se/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Arab-Charter-on-Human-Right
s.pdf >. 

 
● This link gives an overall view about the issue and explains it in legal terms and the way 

it is presented in international law. It explains the issue in general, however gives specific 
insight about the issue of Palestine and its history 

25 Press, The Canadian. "Iraqi Kurds want same right to self-determination as Quebecers: Diplomat." 3 
July 2017. Time Colonist. 7 July 2017 
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Doebbler, Curtis F. J. "Human Rights and Palestine: The Right to Self-Determination in Legal 
and Historical Perspective." 2011. Scientific Research: An Academic Publisher. 6 July 
2017 < https://file.scirp.org/pdf/BLR20110300005_32024555.pdf >. 

 
● The first part of this following article is very useful as it gives an introduction to the topic 

as a whole. The following parts might not be very significant however as they do not 
address Arab Nations, which is the focus of the Arab League 

IWGIA. "Indigenous Affairs: Self Determination." The International Work Group for Indigenous 
Affairs, 2002. < 
http://www.iwgia.org/images/stories/sections/human-rights/self-determ/docs/selfdetermi
nation.pdf > 

 
● This link is an important one as it explains the view of the right to self-determination the 

ways the International Court of Justice sees it. It also explains the right to 
self-determination through the legal scope of the United Nations 

Zyberi, Gentian. Self-Determination Through the Lens of the International Court of Justice. Vol. 
56. 2009. < 
https://www.academia.edu/260527/Self-Determination_Through_the_Lens_of_the_Inte
rnational_Court_of_Justice_Netherlands_International_Law_Review?auto=download > 
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