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I. Introduction 

The Refugee Crisis has been a huge problem for many decades now, making this a 
crucial topic to look deeper into. However the refugee crisis is mainly in the arab world and 
being in the arab world makes it an  interesting topic to look into The Arab refugee crisis has 
been going on for almost 70 years but was well maintained. Recently in 2011  the Syrian 
refugee started and the Syrian refugees reached more than a million in one year.  Refugees 1

have been moving to Europe as some Arab countries cannot take in anymore refugees and 
other countries refuse to take them in. Countries like Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon have been 
taking in great numbers of refugees that they cannot accommodate for, however some 
countries on the other hand have enough space and have a strong economy to accommodate 
these refugees and do not take them in like, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and UAE.  The 2

formation of the Arab League forum was so that Arab nations would stand next to each other 
and support each other. However due to the refusal of these countries to take in refugees 
causes great problems for the other Arab nations causing countries like Lebanon and Egypt to 
refuse refugees entry as they cannot support them.  

Through this topic at hand the countries of the Arab League have to reach a 
compromise in order to maintain a sustainable situation for the refugees. 

II. Focused Overview of the Issue 

1) The advantages of helping Arab refugees: 
As the Arab League forum was made because of the Arab countries willingness to 

stand next to each other, many Arab countries believe that is a duty and an obligation to help 
each other. Many countries like 
Turkey have found it to improve their 
countries economy. It’s believed that 
through letting in refugees fewer jobs 
will be available for the citizens of 
the country and that the the wages in 
the field the refugees excel in will 
decrease due to the increase in jobs. 
However in the early 20th century the 
United States allowed Mexicans to 

1 “Syrian Refugee Crisis: Facts, FAQs, and How to Help.” World Vision, 2 Aug. 2018, 
www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syrian-refugee-crisis-facts.  
2 Malsin, Jared. “Why Some Arabs States Refuse to Accept Syrian Refugees.” Time, Time, 8 Sept. 2015, 
www.time.com/4025187/arab-states-syrian-refugees/.  
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come in on temporary visas to help boost the countries agriculture and was known as the The 
Bracero Program, many farmers believed that it was decreasing there possible wages. The 
program was ended in 1963 in hopes of increasing local farmers wages only to find out that 
the aid provided was replaced with machines and that farmer wages stayed the same . It is 3

proven by The Center of American Progress that Syrian refugees in the USA are four times 
more likely to start a business than the Americans. For every 10 percent increase in diversity, 
Al-Monitor calculations based on 50 years of population data showed a 2.1 percent rise in 
Turkish GDP per capita . This shows that refugees do have an effect on countries economy 4

and a positive one as Turkey hosts a huge number of 2.3 millions refugees. The main reason 
many countries allow refugees in is to help secure the youth and give them a better life. It’s 
important to secure the youth of Syria as the Syrians have great minds and great scientists 
that have helped the world over time, they also had great engineers which helped build Syria. 
In hopes that Syria will become politically and economically stable again, many Arab 
countries believe in educating the Syrian youth to be able to sustain their country later on. 
One of the great positives of letting in refugees is returning markets like taking care of elderly 
which has decreased greatly due to its low pay but would be revived with the entry of 
refugees as it will grant the refugees average paying jobs and give the elderly a service they 
lacked. Also if the refugees pay taxes pension gaps can be filled and failing business and 
schools can be revived  
 
   2)  The disadvantages of helping Arab refugees: 

Countries like Saudi Arabia UAE refused to aid refugees due to the belief that they 
will be consuming resources that are to be used to boost and help the countries economy and 
also believe that it is not beneficial and that aiding Arab refugees is not an obligation, but a 
choice. Saudi Arabia has previously responded to such criticism by pointing to the estimated 
$700m in humanitarian aid it has given to support Syrian refugees in Lebanon and Jordan. 
The countries refusing to help believe it to be a burden and too much to handle because of the 
space they take up and the money the country consumes in order to help them . The richest 
Arab countries are the ones unwilling to let refugees in even though they have the economic 
growth and stability to do so. One of the bigger refugee problems is that some countries who 
do take in refugees isolate them and do not include them in society, some are also not given 
the chance to get the education they want and that their parents want to give them for 
example some muslim refugees cannot give their kids the Islamic education they would like 
to give them and are instead forst to put them in public education, in this case the 
disadvantage is not for the host countries but for the refugees themselves. Also if refugees do 
populate an area greatly it would put great pressure on public services which might lead to 
the raise of taxes which might be a great disadvantage for the citizens of the country. Taking 

3 “About.” Omeka RSS , www.braceroarchive.org/about.  
4 Rubin, Erin. “Statistics Show Syrian Refugees Help Host Country Economies.” Non Profit News | Nonprofit Quarterly, 12 
May 2017, www.nonprofitquarterly.org/2017/05/12/statistics-show-syrian-refugees-help-host-country-economies/.  
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in refugees might also lead to a depression in the wages of citizens as the same amount of 
money would have to maintain a greater number of citizens. 
 
  3) The situation of refugees  

Refugees are people who are forced to leave their country due to war persecution or 
natural disaster. Palestinian refugees have been suffering since the 1950’s, struggling to find 
shelter and a job. In recent years the Syrian refugees have joined with the same problems as 

the Palestinian refugees, but in much 
larger numbers. It is safe to say that Arab 
countries should help each other in such 
situations and that's why a forum like  the 
arab league was formed. However each 
country seeks its best interest now and 
only the MEDC’s that have enough to 
support these refugees are leaving it up 
to the LED arab countries. The issue is 
the Arab LEDCs are not mistreating and 
under providing the refugees it's only 
because there is so little that they could 

do for the refugees. 71% of the world refugees are unemployed meaning they can’t provide 
for themselves and have to depend solely on what they are given. The refugee crisis has 
turned into a lifestyle and not a situation, refugees are born and die refugees, they are forced 
to live under harsh conditions, escape their country under harsh conditions. A lot of them are 
not given their basic human needs.  

II.  

III.  Involved Countries and Organizations 

1) Syria:  
The Syrian refugee crisis started in early 2011 when some demonstrators demanded 

the release of political prisoners, instead of being granted what they wanted some of them 
were killed by security which triggered upheaval within the country. Later in April, 72 
protesters were killed in a demonstration in Ezra which was known as the bloodiest day Syria 
has experienced so far. In June of the same year the Syrian government had revealed that 120 
security personnel were killed in Jisr al-Shughour, a town in the north west of Syria. In 
October of the same year opposing groups and members of the syrian formed the syrian 
national council with the aim of overthrowing president Bashar Al-Assad .  5

This event was not tolerated by the Arab League and Syria were suspended and 
sanctioned upon as it was a disturbance of the peace plan placed by the arab league. In march 
of 2012 it seemed everything was over when Bashar accepted the peace plan proposed by 
united nations secretary general at the time Koffi Annan. From that point on the peace plan 
was never implemented which resulted in the resignation of Koffi Annan as  UN-Arab 

5 Deutsche Welle. “Syria Civil War Timeline: A Summary of Critical Events | DW | 14.08.2017.” DW.COM, 
www.dw.com/en/syria-civil-war-timeline-a-summary-of-critical-events/a-40001379.  
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League Joint Special Envoy and in 2013 it was confirmed that chemical weapons were used 
during attacks on Damascus. By 2014 a third of the syrian population was displaced and a 
fifth of the population were killed during Bashar’s attacks. In 2015 it was obvious how 
serious the refugee situation had become when 71 syrian bodies were found dead in a truck in 
Austria, which put people in the reality of the situation. At that time a slogan went viral in 
Germany which said “refugees welcome” it later on spread onto most countries . 6

 By 2018 almost half of the refugee population were living in Arab countries , but 7

along the way many were killed due to them not being able to have an efficient way to go 
overseas, but what was the reason for them to go overseas? As soon as this crisis began 
countries like Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, and the UAE stated that they will not be taking in 
refugees as it will cause them a lot of harm. The syrian refugees have managed to go almost 
all over the world, and instead of a negative impact they have been influencing many people 
around the the world with there incredible work ethic and dedication and have also 
introduced Syrian cuisine to almost all the world. Studies have shown that with the work 
ethics of Syrians and their willingness to work can revive and update places like rural 
America which are falling further behind everyday. Most countries have a huge number of 
vacant jobs that some citizens are not willing to do and letting in refugees would be the 
perfect solution as both parties will be happy, refugees will have work and a shelter and 
progress will be faster in whatever field the refugees need to fill up.  

  2) Jordan:  

The Jordanian government was one of the first governments to allow Syrian refugees 
in with a current number of  666,000 refugees and have been taking in Palestinian refugees 
and have a current population of 2 million Jordanian refugees . However even though Jordan 8

is taking in a lot of refugees it is denying other refugees access and aid which is against basic 
human rights (UNHR). Even though the Jordanian government have been known for their 
hospitality for a long time they have  also started recently deporting Syrian and Palestinian 
refugees. Sending out entire 
families and also denying refugees 
entry. The acts from the jordanian 
government seemed to be 
unjustifiable and unnecessary. 
Since 2017 the Jordanian officials 
have been deporting an average of 
400 registered syrian refugees 
monthly. Many of these 
deportations are due to the great 
increase in security protocol and 
measures. The Jordanian 
government has also realized a 
spike in the number of unjustified 

6 Deutsche Welle. “Syria Civil War Timeline: A Summary of Critical Events | DW | 14.08.2017.” DW.COM, 
www.dw.com/en/syria-civil-war-timeline-a-summary-of-critical-events/a-40001379.  
7 “Refugee Population by Country or Territory of Asylum.” GDP Growth (Annual %) | Data, 
www.data.worldbank.org/indicator/SM.POP.REFG.  
8 “UNHCR Jordan Factsheet - February 2018.” ReliefWeb, 
www.reliefweb.int/report/jordan/unhcr-jordan-factsheet-february-2018.  
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attacks since the arrival of Syrian refugees which has caused the Jordanian government to 
take all necessary measures to insure the safety of their countries.However these deportations 
have been made in an unnecessary manor not allowing the deportees to seek legal aid or 
assistance from the UNHCR prior to there deportation 

  3) Turkey:  

Even though Turkey is not an Arab country it has helped a lot of Syrian refugees and 
hosts the largest number of syrian refugees ranging from 2.5-3 million refugees . Turkey was 9

granted such ability due to its ability 
to get funds from the EU in order to 
support these refugees and this 
assistance is providing the refugees 
with basic shelter and needs. 
However the turkish government 
has closed its doors on taking in 
more refugees as they would like to 
be able to properly fund and support 
the ones they already have within their borders. Even though the funding negotiations 
between the EU and Turkey have been tense, they have been able to properly provide the 
refugees with what they need.  The refugees in turkey have mostly been living like normal 
citizens with only 10% of the refugees there living in the 21 refugee camps in Turkey . This 10

however has caused many subjected attacks on the turkish border. However the Turks are 
able to maintain and provide for the refugees within their borders which many arab countries 
taking in refugees are incapable of. 

4) UNHCR 

United Nations High Commissioners for Refugees has been an organization known 
for its help and aid for refugees since the 1950’s. They have been able to help Palestinian 
refugees for almost 70 years now, but the bigger problem they have faced is with the recent 
Syrian refugee crisis. UNHCR work on making sure that everyone can seek asylum and that 
they have the right to shelter. This has been the most successful organization in helping and 
aiding refugees. As post of the host countries aiding these refugees, UNHCR are seeking to 
give the refugee youth a better future. An undoubtable goal that the UNHCR want to achieve 
is to gain more shelter and land and money for the refugees in need and by obligating Arab 
countries to take in refugees this will help them build a more stable and secure life and future 
for the refugees still seeking asylum and the ones unable to leave their countries. The 
UNHCR have a five year plan in order to provide proper protection in case of crisis and to 
have a global system in which refugees sign up for any new and emerging opportunities to 
help the refugee crisis by 2021. “The UNHCR also works towards administering and 
registering the refugees and also works on applying the International Covenant on Economic, 

9 “UNHCR Turkey Factsheet - October 2017.” ReliefWeb, 
www.reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unhcr-turkey-factsheet-october-2017.  
10 Summers, Hannah. “'Why We're Paying the Rent for a Million Syrian Refugees'.” The Guardian, Guardian News and 
Media, 26 Mar. 2018, 
www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/mar/26/scheme-cash-transfer-turkey-1m-refugees-eu-aid.  
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Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to refugees. This Covenant includes the right to work, 
the right to an adequate standard of living (including food and shelter), the right to an 
education, and the right to benefit from scientific and cultural development.” 

IV. Key Vocabulary 

MEDCs: More economically developed countries  

LEDCs: Less economically developed countries  

V.  Important Events & Chronology 

Date 
(Day/Month/Year) Event 

March 2011 The beginning of the Syrian civil war. 
May 2011 First refugee camp opens in Turkey. 

March 2012 UNHCR appoints a Regional Refugee coordinator for Syrian 
Refugees. 

July 2012 Za’atri Refugee Camp opens in Jordan. 
August 2012 Number of Syrian refugees reaches 200,000 (UNHCR). 

August 2012 Koffi Annan quits as Arab League envoy due to the failure of his 
six point peace plan for Syria. 

December 2012 UNHCR launch a one billion US Dollar Regional Response Plan 
for Syrian refugees in Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Turkey and Egypt. 
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March 2013 Number of registered refugees reaches 1,000,000 
 

August 2013 Spike in arrivals of Syrian Kurd refugees in northern Iraq, 
including almost 50,000 in a two-week period. 

February 22, 2014  Refugees are permitted to all access of free aid. 

September 2015 “Refugees Welcome” campaign reaches the world. 

 

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

● UN Security Council Resolution 2043 (S/RES/2043) - April 2012.  

Due to the conflict in Syria and that it has clearly not ended the Security Council 
unanimously decided to adopt this resolution which was mainly for the purpose of creating 
peace and stopping the war but it also secured safe passage for Syrian citizens and gave 
medical aid through the UNSMIS(united nations supervision mission in syria) in order to 
help and provide for those who are injured at anytime. This was adopted as Annan explained 
“We can no longer wait; more and more civilians are dying each day,”. This is key to the 
topic because if such resolutions are adopted the Syrian refugees will have secured a life 
inside there country and will not have to seek refuge 
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96
FF9%7d/Syria%20SRES%202043.pdf  

● UN Security Council Resolution 2254 (S/RES/2254) – December 2015 

This resolution reassured the endorsement of the Geneva communique which took place on 
June 30 2012. It also required that for syria to make convene representatives from the syrian 
government and their opposition in order to reach peace and was stated during the council 
that only “The Syrian people will decide the future of Syria,” 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96
FF9%7d/s_res_2254.pdf  

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

Mare Nostrum 

Mare Nostrum was proposed by the Italian government in order to help refugees and asylum 
seekers from drowning in the mediterranean. This operation was shut down in 2014 as Italy 
was unable to sustain such a program. This program had a monthly budget of 9 million euros 
and had saved 150,000. However due to this program more refugees decided to cross the 
mediterranean as they thought it was safe and that was the reason it was ended in november 
of 2014. 

Deportation 

In 2015 almost 60% or the migrants who arrived in Europe from arab countries are economic 
migrants and therefore do not qualify as refugees. The EU has suggested funding the African 
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nations with what's needed in order to sustain the refugees in their homeland which comes 
along with returning the migrantes to their countries. However African countries strictly 
refused as they believed that them leaving Europe should be voluntary  

VIII. Guiding Questions 

● Does your country take in refugees? Is your country accommodating more refugees 
than it can handle? 

● How can the refugee environment improve? 
● What is a sufficient way to allocate refugees to each nation? 
● Is it possible to accommodate refugees without having them in your country? 
● What is a solution for the refugee crisis? 
● What action has your country taken in order to improve the refugee crisis? 
● Why should/shouldn’t your country take in refugees? 
● Is your country associated with helping refugees? 
● Is your country assisted by other countries in helping its refugee crisis? 
● Does your country have the ability to solve the refugee crisis on its own? 
● Is it the responsibility of your country to help refugees? 
● Are there any treaties or resolutions that your country has signed that make it 

necessary for you to help refugees? 

IX. Possible Solutions 

● Refugee quota system 

This solution helps with the refugee issue because it distributes refugees among nations 
according to the wealth of each country, because some countries are taking in too many 
refugees that they cannot aid and handle. With a fair distribution all refugees will be able to 
receive the aid they need. This system is already starting to take place in the European Union 
and can be used and implemented in  Arab countries. 

● To revive and strengthen the Mare Nostrum 

This system can be revived and provide aid to the refugees that seek refugee across seas. This 
system can provide boats and aid to help them cross seas without any problems to ensure that 
no harm is caused before they reach their destination. 

● New cities  

In every country there is land that is of no use and is not occupied, these lands can be used in 
order to create maintainable land for the refugees to live in that are not temporary. In this case 
land from LEDC can be used the development of these areas can be established through 
MEDC’s funding 

● The working system 

This system will enable refugees to enter Arab countries, as workers of the country. A lot of 
refugees have skill sets that can be developed and at the same time beneficial to the country. 
They will live under regular circumstances but will be assigned jobs by the government until 
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their services are no longer needed, at that point they have secured a living and can find a 
new job of their preference.  

X. Useful Links 

● This source elaborates on the Mare Nostrum issue and why it was ended. 

http://ecre.org/component/content/article/70-weekly-bulletin-articles/855-operation-mare-
nostrum-toend-frontex-triton-operation-will-not-ensure-rescue-at-sea-of-migrants-in-i
nternational-waters.html  

● This source talks about the beginning of the Syrian refugee crisis in 2011 and how it 
started 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2011/06/23/the-arab-springs-looming-refugee-crisis/  

● This talks about the steps the UNHCR want to take in order to improve the refugee 
situation 

http://www.unhcr.org/excom/announce/5894558d4/unhcrs-strategic-directions-2017-2021.html 
● This source describes the palestinian refugee crisis 
https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees  
● United Nations Conciliation Commission For Palestine ( The beginning of integrating 

refugees into society) 
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/the-arab-refugees-and-the-united-nations-integratin

g-the-refugees-unccp-working-paper/  
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