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I. Introduction 
 

At the start of the current century, the 
United Nations set certain worldwide goals to 
achieve by 2015 known as the Millennium 
Development Goals, or MDGs. Having 
failed, as a worldwide community, to achieve 
all the MDGs, they were renewed and added 
to in 2015. They are now known as the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Goal 12 of the SDGs is to ‘Ensure 
sustainable consumption and production 
patterns’, Goal 14 is to ‘Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine 
resources’, while Goal 7 is to ‘Ensure access 
to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and 
modern energy for all’. In this issue, the 
goals coincide, although this is more of a 
goal 7 issue. Of the most important targets 
that fall under this goal are “by 2030, expand 
infrastructure and upgrade technology for 
supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all in developing countries” and “by 2030, increase 
substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix.”   1

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (Oman, UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, 
and Iraq) are on the same boat as the rest of the UN member states in terms of achieving Goal 7 by 2030. 
There is no doubt that most of the members of the GCC have economies largely built on nonrenewable 
energy, namely petroleum and natural gas, export. However, modern scientific research has urged the global 
community’s shift towards sustainable development and away from a “culture of waste” Several members of 2

the GCC, such as the UAE, have already actively started their path towards a sustainable future. However, 
there are challenges that face countries still trying to make that shift, such as the expenses and the lack of 
them. Overcoming such challenges is essential for the sustainability of both economic diversification and the 
Earth’s resources.  

Nonetheless, multiple Arab League members are struggling themselves to build an economy for 
themselves. With that struggle comes the struggle to maintain decent qualities of living within their 
jurisdiction. The MENA region, for one, faces the consequences of unequal distribution of wealth which is 
in itself a result of the lack of use of sustainable development methods.  Not only are energy sources the 

1 http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/energy/  
2 Pope Francis has decreed a global “culture of waste” in his call for action towards sustainable 
development in 2017. 
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problem, energy access is too. The usage of new energy technologies is essential for the distribution of 
energy in an equivocal manner across nations to ensure at least the basic needs for all citizens. By investing 
in new energy technologies, struggling Arab economies are securing a mean of lifting the living standards of 
their people and also opening doors for new production and exports.   3

 
II. Involved Countries and Organizations  

 

[Saudi Arabia] 

Saudi Arabia is the second largest oil producing nation, second only to Venezuela, but it is the 
largest crude oil producer in the Arab world. In 2013 alone, it constituted 19% of global exports.  Saudi 4

Arabia has been more of a producer rather than a consumer of non-sustainable energies such as petroleum 
and natural gas that it exports to numerous nations, primarily the USA; one of the most consuming nations.  5

However, in the past few years, Saudi Arabian oil consumption has grown rapidly, making it one of the top 
10 most consuming nations in the world. Because Saudi Arabia was never an independent nation until the 
20th century, economy was never an issue. The nation’s independence placed its economy solely in its 
hands. Thus, the nation focused on oil production to build its economy, considering it was once the most 
promising business in the world. The deteriorating oil situation in the world has backfired in the face of 
Saudi Arabia as the demand for it is decreasing.  Oil is becoming a far less promising base to build the 
nation's income on.  

Saudi Arabia, though, recognizes that finding new energy sources and bases for their income is completely 
necessary. This is firstly to combat growing unemployment in the nation. It is also because the nation’s 
economy, once built on its ability to extract, conserve, and produce oil, can no longer do so at the same rate. 
The nation has even went on to selling some of its already conserved oil instead.  

The nation’s policy is pushing towards higher 
private sector presence in Saudi Arabian economy 
because it believes that the lack of fitting competition in 
terms of renewable energy sources is one of the reasons 
the nation is not as sustainable as it could be. Efforts to 
use renewable sources in industries in the nation have 
been minimal. This is not to the advantage of KSA’s 
efforts to shift towards an economy built on renewable 
energies, and thus have encouraged private sectors to 
begin using them as well so as to increase the availability 
of renewable sources and their usage. They have also set 
a target of 9.5 gigawatts by 2030 to build up that sector 
within their economy.   6

Another measure that the nation has taken is the formation of the King of Abdullah City for Atomic 
and Renewable Energy (KACARE) as a body for the development of renewable and nuclear energy. 
KACARE initially only gave suggestions but has 

3 http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032114006133#bib20  
4 http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf  
5 “The 10 Biggest Oil Consuming Countries.” Hydrocarbons Technology, 
www.hydrocarbons-technology.com/features/featurethe-10-biggest-oil-consuming-countries-4141632/.  
6  Reuters. “Saudi Arabia to Launch a $30-$50 Billion Renewable Energy Program.”  
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formulated a plan that the government has approved. The Saudi Arabian Minister of Energy, Industrial and 
Mineral Resources, Khalid Al Fatih, said the plan is expected to cost from 30 to 50 billion dollars and is to 
be launched starting 2023. Al Fatih has similarly stated that “there will be a significant investment in nuclear 
energy.’ Furthermore, Saudi Arabia is looking to connecting to Africa “to exchange non-fossil sources of 
energy” as Al Fatih has also mentioned. In stating so, the nation primarily has its eyes on Egypt, Yemen, and 
Jordan whose resources are promising. But nothing related has occurred thus far.  

Saudi Arabia is steadily shifting towards creating a more sustainable Saudi and global future. 
Economic difficulties have sparked this shift, however the nation is taking it the shift seriously and has 
began to ensure and cultivate means of doing so as mentioned above.  7

 

[Libya] 

Despite being a Less Economically Developed Country (LEDC) , Libya is one of the largest oil 8

producers in North Africa. Oil is essential for industrial sectors in the nation and constitutes most of its 
economic revenue. Most of the oil found in Libya is located in its East.  Libya is heavily reliant on oil for 9

electricity generation, however its reliance on oil grew even larger after the events of 2011 in Libya 
following the Arab Spring. Libya is growing in need of more oil to rebuild all the damage following the 
previous years of destruction as oil is needed for construction and for the revival of damaged industries 
(because it's used in making numerous products).   10

The demand for electrical energy is expected to continue growing over the upcoming years by Libya 
who is still not finished with its post-revolution highway reparations.This means that Libya cannot continue 
to rely solely on oil or gas to provide for such energy so as to finish reparations as quickly as possible, and 
to dodge off international pressure (on the general public and all nations not just Libya) to become a more 

sustainable nation. This should not be difficult 
for the nation. This is because Libya’s weather 
and land provide for the suitable combination 
to enable the nation to turn to renewable 
energy sources. The nation has great non 
urbanized desert areas that can be using for 
power planting, for instance, or mining. Its 
weather does not reach extremes which further 
aids its sustainability efforts. The challenge 
that Libya faces when it comes to take a 
sustainable path does not lie in its inability to 
reach these sources, rather in the lack of the 
kinds of technology that enable them to deploy 
and utilize these resources. As as study by 
Ashraf Khalil and Ali Asheibi for the 4th 
International Conference on Renewable 
Energy Research and Applications entitled  

7 Ibid. (see footnote 5) 
8 http://web.mit.edu/12.000/www/m2015/2015/ledc_medc_edcomparison.html  
9 http://gulfnews.com/news/mena/libya/why-libya-matters-daesh-oil-and-geography-1.1671884  
10 http://alaska.conocophillips.com/what-we-do/oil-production/Pages/what-is-oil-used-for.aspx  
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The Chances and Challenges for Renewable Energy in Libya states, “There is a great potential for utilizing, 
home grid connected photovoltaic systems, large scale grid connected electricity generation using Wind 
farms, and concentrated photovoltaic system CPS.”  11

Libya is in dire need of electric energy to be able to restore its pre-2011 state and to continue to 
industrialize and produce. Nevertheless, the nation has not yet come to use renewable energy sources to 
fulfil their goal, despite the availability of solar energy, per say, in abundance because of its location. The 
sooner that Libya takes on the path to sustainability, the easier it becomes for it to build its infrastructure as 
it will have the necessary means to do so. This will also reduce its carbon footprint as it decreases its use of 
nonrenewable energies and conversely increases use of sustainable energies. similarly, this will reciprocate 
in a reduction in the nation’s unemployment rate as new businesses and corporations concerned with new 
energies become commonplace. If this happens, then Libya will grow as a stronger self-reliant economy. 
This’ll be easy to do as Libya, for the most part, already produces more oil than it consumes. Other than that, 
it will pave the way for energy efficiency and economic diversification in Libya. This will in turn  make 
international cooperation, for issues other than achieving the SDGs concerning sustainable development (7, 
12, 14) easier as there will become a global common ground which will ease future cooperation.  12

 

[The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)] 

IRENA is an intergovernmental organization that 
supports, encourages, and aids countries in their transition to 
being sustainable producers. For instance, the organization 
has published several reports on the sustainable energy past 
present and future in numerous Arab nations and on the 
GCC as a whole. Similarly, IRENA promotes the usage of 
numerous forms of sustainable energy such as geothermal, 
hydropower, bioenergy, ocean energy, solar energy, and 
wind energy.    In many ways, IRENA acts as the 
knowledge bank providing countries on their paths to more 
sustainable future with the necessary knowledge and means 
to minimize their carbon economic growth and benefit from 
more sustainable methods of energy production such as the 
aforementioned. The organization recognizes the global 

importance of said transition, its benefits (domestic and international) to developing nations that undergo it 
and the role that the GCC plays in doing so. As the Director-General of IRENA, Adnan Z. Amin, has stated 
“For the last several years already, GCC countries have been fashioning a critical role for themselves in the 
global shift to renewable energy.” They have done so mainly by investing in “major solar and wind projects 
worldwide” alongside “adopting innovative and increasingly cost-competitive technologies in their own 
domestic markets.”  Likewise, IRENA’s 2016 Renewable Energy Market Analysis in the GCC region has 13

concluded (based on close analysis of present day statistics and actions), amongst many other things, that by 
2030 annual water usage in the GCC can be reduced by 16 %, 400 million oil barrels can be spared, around 

11 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ashraf_Khalil13/publication/283722527_The_Chances_and_Challenges_for_Renew
able_Energy_in_Libya/links/5853966208aef7d030a52abd/The-Chances-and-Challenges-for-Renewable-Energy-in-Libya.
pdf  
12 ibid previous footnote 
13 http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf  
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210,000 jobs can be created and a reduction in the per capita carbon footprint by 8%. However, it states, that 
that can only be achieved by meeting national and sub-national energy targets.   14

 
 
III. Focused Overview of the Issue  

 
The Arab World and Energy Sources  

The Arab World  is home to the greatest number of crude oil reserves and fossil fuels in the world. 15

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region alone contains just over half of the world’s crude oil 
reserves and more than a third of the world’s natural gas. In 2014, the MENA region produced at a rate of 20 
million barrels a day. While this enriches the nations, it has also resulted in an increase in the region’s 
consumption of oil and gas (the latter surpasses the former). This is because they have relied so heavily on 
them, as they need not import them and consuming them aids their balance of self sufficiency.  This increase 
reached 4.6% in 2015, when energy consumption in the region doubled in comparison to 15 years prior.An 
explanation of this increase is that as industries grew and technology evolved, the nation became in an 
increasing need of utilizing their resources to keep up.  

 Expectedly, this places the region in a tough environmental situation where its carbon emissions 
continue to grow as does its carbon footprint. The existing rate of carbon emissions produced in the MENA 
region has lead the International Energy Agency (IEA) to predict that CO2 emissions in the region will do so 
much as double from 2012 to 2050 if the current state continues to exist.  The state placing the Arab region 16

as prone to climate change to the point that climate scientists and researches have concluded that some areas 
in the region will be entirely uninhabited because life on them would be too difficult (extreme conditions).  
 
Repercussions on Non-Sustainability  

Despite the numerous risks that come forth on the region 
as a result of its primal focus on fossil fuels, most Arab nations 
still focus on them,  but rarely focus on renewable forms of 
energy that don’t cause half as much harm to their 
environment. Nations are still suffering from water and air 
pollution and increasing desertification because the shift to 
sustainability is too difficult in terms of monetary value and in 
availability. The prices for fossil fuels are generally viewed as 
low though they have high subsidies, which is promising for 
any business or corporation under the highly capitalist world of 
today. Although desertification is killing the fishing and 
farming industries, it remains difficult for renewable energy 
production to penetrate the region, despite its capacity and 
ability to do so. As has become widely known, most Arab 
League members are LEDC. Those that are not, mainly the 
GCC, have built their economies almost solely on oil production which still makes the shift difficult. Most 

14 http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf  
15 ‘Arab world’ is used to refer to Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, UAE, and 
Yemen.  
16 The predictions were made based on analysis of existing figures and numerical methods of predicting future figures 
if the same rate persists.  
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of the challenges facing the Arab world regarding the usage of new energy technologies lies in the region’s 
inability to exploit and benefit from them, i.e. the lack of the proper technology to do so.  For instance, there 
is a lack in implementation of Laws that allow for the connection of Medium and Low voltage systems to 
the national grid. Similarly, the subsidies on petrol, gas, and electricity cripple the shift 

 
Advantages of the Region 

But the region is geographically promising in terms of being able to produce new energy 
technologies. The region is particularly rich in wind and solar (CSP and PV) energy which will be highly 
beneficial when put into use. In a study conducted by the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies it was 
projected that the amount of solar potential present in the GCC alone could enable them to produce as much 
as 300 times their current amount of electricity consumption and up to 34 times their total energy demand.  

 
Interestingly, the reality is quite the contrary however as the GCC are amongst the lowest nations 

worldwide to invest in solar energy. Their steps to become more sustainable nations are minimal and are low 
in comparison to the majority of the Western nations. The fact that the GCC’s efforts are considered 
minimal to the rest of the Arab World gives off enough about the region. The short backs of the Arab world 
however are greatly due to financial inabilities that cripple them as sustainable resources are still 
considerably expensive. But according to Greenpeace, solar CSP energy will become the cheapest source of 
renewable energy on the long run.  

 
The March Towards Sustainability  

However, it must be said that several nations have 
already began their paths towards sustainability; each at 
their own rates and each with their own plans. GCC 
members such as the UAE has set its Vision 2021 
document, which states the nation’s Agenda in terms of 
their socio-economic future and has already began investing 
in solar projects. On the other hand Saudi Arabia has 
installed its Long Term Energy Strategy 2025 which 
focuses on the nation's economic future and is under the 
responsibility of its Ministry of Economy and Planning. 
Other Arab nations (outside the GCC) have also set plans 
for themselves. Morocco, for one, has its own energy 
efficiency plan with the aim of reducing its total energy 
consumption by 12% in 2020 and by 15% in 2030. Jordan 
also signed into an agreement for a 200 MW solar plant in 
2015.  

The Arab world’s concern with renewable energy 
technologies is slowly increasing as the effects of fossil 
fuels, namely global warming, continue to unravel before 
the nations. 

 
Figure 6 Sustainable energy plans for GCC members 
(http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IR
ENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf)  
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Figure 7 Arab countries' targets and electricity installed capacity. 
(http://m.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/briefings/climate/COP22/Brief-Energy-in-the-Arab-World.pdf?epslanguage
=en-GB) 

 
 

IV. Key Vocabulary 
 

Hydrocarbon: A compound containing only/primarily hydrogen and carbon 
UNEP: United Nations Environmental Program 
UNDP: United Nations Development Program 
UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
UNIDO:  United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
Economic diversification: The process of diversifying economic outputs, markets for exports, and income 
sources (domestic and overseas) such that a failure in one area does not result in overall desolation.  
Concentrated Solar Power (CSP): systems that produce solar power by using mirrors and/or lenses to 
concentrate great amounts of solar energy into small spaces. 
PV: stands for photovoltaic energy which is produced by converting light energy into electrical energy 
using semiconducting materials with the photovoltaic effect  17

Bioenergy: renewable energy produced by living organisms.  
Hydropower: also known as hydroelectricity and is a form of energy generated by the conversion of 
free-falling water to electricity  
Geothermal: a form of energy found in the earth’s core produced by extracting the earth’s internal heat. 

 
 
V. Important Events & Chronology 

17 “the phenomenon in which the incidence of light or other electromagnetic radiation upon the junction of two 
dissimilar materials, as a metal and a semiconductor, induces the generation of an electromotive force.” According to 
dictionary.com 
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Date 
(Day/Month/Year) Event 

1972 
UN conference on the Human Environment. It took place in 
Stockholm and resulted in the creation of several environment 
protection agencies and the UN Environment Program (UNEP)  

1985 
The discovery of the Antarctic ozone by British and American 
scientists.Effects of global warming were spotted in the Arctic, 
and thus the importance of establishing measures to combat it. 

1988 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 
established. Its aim is to weigh and discuss the most modern 
research in the field; scientific, technical and socioeconomic 
research.  

3rd -14th of  June 1992  
Earth Summit – United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in Rio de Janeiro.  
Agenda 21 action program adopted  

1993  

UN Commission on Sustainable Development’s first meeting. The 
commission was established in December 1992 to ensure 
follow-up to the Earth Summit and strengthen international 
cooperation on the matter.  

8 September, 2000  United Nations Millennium Summit in New York: where the 2015 
Millennium Development Goals were set.  

28th of November to the 
9th of December, 2005.  
 

11th Conference of the Parties (COP11) to the UNFCCC hosted in 
Montreal, Canada as a successor to the Kyoto Protocol’s.  
Was the 1st Conference of the Parties that was also a Meeting of 
the Parties (COP/MOP1)  

22nd of June, 2012 

Rio+20 Summit – UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(UNCSD) 
Discussed the green economy and institutional framework for 
sustainable development 

21st of December, 2012  The United Nations General Assembly declares 2014-2024 a 
‘Decade of Sustainable Energy for All’  

23rd -24th March, 2017  Climate Change and the Sustainable Development Agenda 
 
VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 
 
Past Resolutions  
General Assembly resolution 55/2. The resolution that decided upon and set the framework for the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  
http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm  

General Assembly resolution 62/197. Placed the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (WSSD) as the framework for sustainable development.  Promotes the 18

18 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August-4 
September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2, 
annex.  
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continued raising of awareness on the role of new energies and sustainable development in the 
global energy supply and in eradicating global poverty.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/62/197  
General Assembly resolution 60/1. Aimed at achieving the SDGs of the aforementioned resolution by 

easing access to affordable and economically practical forms of reliable, environmentally sound 
energy services for sustainable development according to the agreed upon standards and goals. 
Recognizes the utilization of new energy technologies and the resulting reduction of greenhouse 
gases in the environment. Calls upon able and willing member states to support the efforts of less 
economically developed, landlocked and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the creation of a 
sustainable future.  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ods/A-RES-60-1-E.pdf  
General Assembly resolution 64/206. Requested the submission of an updated report on the endorsement 

of new and renewable sources of energy from the then UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/64/206  
General Assembly resolution 65/15. Decreed 2012 the “International Year of Sustainable Energy for All.” 

Member States take the initiative to promote new energies, the access of them, and their utilization 
in new technologies.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/65/15  
General Assembly resolution 67/215. Declares 2014-2024 the ‘Decade of Sustainable Energy for All’.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/215  
Marrakech Action Proclamation For Our Climate and  Sustainable Development. Sets a framework 
relative to the region.  
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/marrakech_nov_2016/application/pdf/marrakech_action_proclamation.pdf  
 
Treaties  
 
Global 2000 report is released in 1980.  
The first time biodiversity is recognized as essential component of all ecosystems and that the extinction of 
species is a major threat to ecosystems.  

 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea adopted in 1982.  
Establishes ground environmental standards and enforcement arrangements concerning marine pollution.  

 
The UN World Charter for Nature adopted in 1982.  
Founded upon the principle that all live organisms matter, whether or not they humanity directly benefits 
from them. Recognizes human reliance on natural resources and the need to control exploitation of them.  
It’s 5 essential principles are: i) Nature shall be respected and its essential processes shall not be impaired.  

ii) The genetic viability on the earth shall not be compromised; the population levels of all life forms, 
wild and domesticated, must be at least sufficient for their survival, and to this end necessary habitats 
shall be safeguarded.  
iii) All areas of the earth, both land and seas shall be subject to these principles of conservation; 
special protection shall be given to unique areas, to representative samples of all the different types 
of ecosystems, and to the habitats of rare or endangered species.  
iv) Ecosystems and organisms, as well as the land, marine and atmospheric resources that are utilized 
by man, shall be managed to achieve and maintain optimum sustainable productivity, but not in such 
a way as to endanger the integrity of those other ecosystems or species with which they coexist.  
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v) Nature shall be secured against degradation caused by warfare or other hostile activities. 
 
Our Common Future (Brundtland Report): report of the World Commission on Environment and 
Development, written in 1987.  
Discusses the role that social, economic, cultural and environmental factors play in the issue alongside 
global solutions. The term “sustainable development” is popularized as a result of this report.  
 
Kyoto Protocol signed on December 11th, 1997.  
An international treaty as an extension to United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) that commits nation states to reducing greenhouse gas emissions based on the consensus that 
global warming is occurring and that a rise in CO2 emissions is one of its leading causes. 
Came into force in on the 11th of February, 2005 when it fulfilled its minimum requirement of being ratified 
by at least 55 nations; representing 55 % of global greenhouse gas emissions.  
Ratified by 168 states by 2010.  
 
The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation in Chapter III calls for action at all levels to “with a sense of 
urgency, substantially increase the global share of renewable energy sources with the objective of increasing 
its contribution to total energy supply”. 
 
The Montreal Action Plan in 2005.  
A product of the COP11 with 5 major components regarding the strengthening of the role of the Kyoto 
Protocol and enhancing discussions regarding climate change and long term inclusive actions to combat it.  
 
VII. Failed Solution Attempts  

1. Raising oil prices, which hasn’t worked because people were still willing to spend money on oil. 
This is because oil is viewed as the most important form of energy due to its history as the 
main form of energy, globally, and because of the several economic and industrial successes 
that it has brought about to its users who wish to sustain their high ways of of living and who 
other people look to to raise theirs.  

2. Trying to set measures for sustainable energy development abruptly without first educating 
the masses about the importance of sustainability and thus making it very difficult for it to be 
achieved  

3. Setting only 15 years as a timeframe for achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  
4. The past resolutions and treaties are examples of worldwide failed solution attempts as well 

(this is brief). However there are no significant past solution attempts exclusive to the Arab 
world, which is important to note whilst addressing the issue.  

 
VIII. Possible Solutions 

1. In developing nations, encouraging the start-up of small businesses. Firstly, by having governments 
ease the paperwork required to do so and provide loans. Also by emphasizing the importance of 
small scale businesses and how they can expand in ads and education systems. Most importantly, 
emphasizing the importance sustainable development in all kinds of businesses in higher education 
institutes.  

2. In developing countries, focus on sustainable production which will in turn result in the creation of 
more jobs which will in turn benefit the nation as a whole (check the second ‘useful link’)  
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3. Ensuring domestic sustainability by using new energy technologies to sustain basic needs such as 
electricity and housing in developing nations  

4. International laws that strictly condemn unsustainable development and have sanctions that 
encourage corporations and nations to stay away from doing so, such as stopping their production for 
a period of time  
 

IX. Useful Links 
» IRENA, International Renewable Energy Agency., 

www.irena.org/home/index.aspx?PriMenuID=12&mnu=Pri.  

This is the official IRENA website, which has all the information on programs and has annual reports on the 
GCC region and its energy economies.  

 
» Renewable Energy Market Analysis: the GCC region  

IRENA . RENEWABLE ENERGY MARKET ANALYSIS THE GCC REGION. Rep. N.p.: 
n.p., 2016. International Renewable Energy Agency. Web. 2 Aug. 2017. 
http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf  

Well written and detailed Energy Market Analysis by IRENA with a close analysis and focus on GCC 
member-states and their sustainable development paths. Written in 2016.  
 

» Nations pushing towards a sustainable future:  
Chugh, Nishtha. “In 2017, Watch Out For These 5 Nations Pushing To The Forefront In 
Renewable Energy.” Forbes, Forbes Magazine, 23 Dec. 2016, 
www.forbes.com/sites/nishthachugh/2016/12/22/in-2017-watch-out-for-these-5-new-rene
wable-energy-champions/#58f567b46099  

» Relationship between sustainability and small scale businesses:  
Dienst , Carmen, et al. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews. Dec. 2014, 
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032114006133#bib20  

Provides a ground for further research on nations outside the Arab League on their way to sustainability, to 
aid delegates research and resolution-writing process.  
 

 

These two links show more important dates and events relating to the issue in greater detail: 
» ”40 Years of Sustainable Development : Key Dates.” 

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/40Years_sustainable_Development_sept13_Acce
ss.pdf  

» Sustainable Development Timeline. International Institute for Sustainable Development , 
2012, www.iisd.org/pdf/2012/sd_timeline_2012.pdf+  

 
Important laws, conventions, and agreements regarding protection of the ocean & seas as natural resources: 

» United Nations - Office of Legal Affairs. “Oceans and Law of the Sea.” United Nations, 
United Nations, 2013, www.un.org/depts/los/ 
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Sustainable Energy 4 All website with actual important GA resolutions: 
» “United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All Resources.” Sustainable Energy 

for All (SEforALL), United Nations, www.se4all.org/decade-resources  

The role of the GCC nations in global economy: 
» Sturm, Michael, et al. Vol. 92, European Central Bank, 2008. 

https://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpops/ecbocp92.pdf  

IRENA Work Programme and Budget for 2016-2017: 
» A/6/4, International Renewable Energy Agency, 2016. 

http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/A_6_4_Work_Programme_and_Budget_2016
_2017.pdf  
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X. Works Cited  

 
 “A Cross-Sectional Review: Impacts and Sustainability of Small-Scale Renewable Energy Projects in 

Developing Countries.” A Cross-Sectional Review: Impacts and Sustainability of Small-Scale 

Renewable Energy Projects in Developing Countries - ScienceDirect,  

<http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032114006133#bib20 >  

“A Renewable Energy Market.” A Renewable Energy Market | Saudi Vision 2030, 

<vision2030.gov.sa/en/node/87.> 

Cherry, Dania. Energy in the Arab World. Greenpeace,  

<http://m.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/briefings/climate/COP22/Brief-Energy-i

n-the-Arab-World.pdf?epslanguage=en-GB > 

“Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) Technologies.” Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) Technology, Solar 

Energy Development Programatic EIS , < solareis.anl.gov/guide/solar/csp/ >   

“Energy - United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations, United Nations,  

<http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/energy/   

“Geothermal Power.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, 

<www.dictionary.com/browse/geothermal-power.> 

“Hydroelectric Power.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, < 

www.dictionary.com/browse/hydroelectric-power>  

 “Media.” IRENA | Press Releases 

<http://www.irena.org/News/Description.aspx?NType=A&mnu=cat&PriMenuID=16&CatID=84&Ne

ws_ID=1490>  

13 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032114006133#bib20
http://m.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/briefings/climate/COP22/Brief-Energy-in-the-Arab-World.pdf?epslanguage=en-GB
http://m.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/briefings/climate/COP22/Brief-Energy-in-the-Arab-World.pdf?epslanguage=en-GB
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/energy/
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/geothermal-power
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/hydroelectric-power
http://www.irena.org/News/Description.aspx?NType=A&mnu=cat&PriMenuID=16&CatID=84&News_ID=1490
http://www.irena.org/News/Description.aspx?NType=A&mnu=cat&PriMenuID=16&CatID=84&News_ID=1490


 
 

 

Renewable Energy Market Analysis: the GCC Region. IRENA, 

2016, <http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf > 

 “Photovoltaic Effect.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, 

<www.dictionary.com/browse/photovoltaic-effect.>  

Reuters. “Saudi Arabia to Launch a $30-$50 Billion Renewable Energy Program.” Saudi Arabia to 

Launch a $30-$50 Billion Renewable Energy Program | Fortune.com, 16 Jan. 2017, 

<fortune.com/2017/01/16/saudi-arabia-renewable-energy-program/>  

“Sustainable Development Efforts Mostly Fail, Research Finds.” Sustainable Development Efforts Mostly 

Fail, Research Finds — The Daily Climate, 

<http://www.dailyclimate.org/tdc-newsroom/2013/01/sustainable-development-goals > 

“The Chances and Challenges for Renewable Energy in Libya.” ResearchGate, Nov. 2015. 

<https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ashraf_Khalil13/publication/283722527_The_Chances_and_C

hallenges_for_Renewable_Energy_in_Libya/links/5853966208aef7d030a52abd/The-Chances-and-Ch

allenges-for-Renewable-Energy-in-Libya.pdf > 

The International Institute for Sustainable Development, 2012,  

<https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2012/sd_timeline_2012.pdf > 

United Nations. “United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 

Resources.” <http://www.se4all.org/decade-resources > 

“40 Years of Sustainable Development : Key Dates.” 

<http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/40Years_sustainable_Development_sept13_Access.pdf > 

 

 
  

 

14 

http://www.irena.org/DocumentDownloads/Publications/IRENA_Market_GCC_2016.pdf
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/photovoltaic-effect
http://www.dailyclimate.org/tdc-newsroom/2013/01/sustainable-development-goals
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ashraf_Khalil13/publication/283722527_The_Chances_and_Challenges_for_Renewable_Energy_in_Libya/links/5853966208aef7d030a52abd/The-Chances-and-Challenges-for-Renewable-Energy-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ashraf_Khalil13/publication/283722527_The_Chances_and_Challenges_for_Renewable_Energy_in_Libya/links/5853966208aef7d030a52abd/The-Chances-and-Challenges-for-Renewable-Energy-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ashraf_Khalil13/publication/283722527_The_Chances_and_Challenges_for_Renewable_Energy_in_Libya/links/5853966208aef7d030a52abd/The-Chances-and-Challenges-for-Renewable-Energy-in-Libya.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2012/sd_timeline_2012.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/decade-resources
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/40Years_sustainable_Development_sept13_Access.pdf

