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I. Introduction: 
 
 
The Arab League was formed after the end of 
the Second World War , with the aim to 1

strengthen the ties, and unite the 
Arabic-speaking Nations, also referred to as 
the Arab Nation. With such aims being set in 
place, the question of religious tolerance has 
been a vital issue within the Arab Nation 
causing splits to occur, through economics and 
political tie cuts. An example of that would be 
5 Arab Nations recently deciding to “suddenly 
cut diplomatic relations with Qatar”  between 2

the nations. 90% of all Arab Nation inhabitants 
practice the religion of Islam, making it the 
most dominant religion practiced by Arab 
League member states. Other religions 
practiced, make up the monitories, including 
religions  
such as Christianity and Judaism. Due to having an overwhelming majority of citizens practice 
the Islamic religion, a question of religious tolerance arises. Several aspects define the extent to 
which religious freedom is tolerated within the Arab League, and different member states have 
expressed different opinions towards such.  

 
The idea of tolerance was first applied to the word religion during the 17th century.2 It was 

at the time of the Enlightenment after hundreds of years of torture due to religious differences 
that it was decided that peace should be brought with the strength of people’s differences. The 
spark came from John Locke’s, an English political philosopher’s, writing stating  

"Neither Pagan nor Mahometan, nor Jew, ought to be excluded from the civil rights of the 
commonwealth because of his religion... The Gospel commands no such thing... and the 
commonwealth which embraces indifferently all men that are honest, peaceable, and 
industrious, requires it not."  3

 
It is quite important not to confuse the ideas of religious tolerance and religious freedom 

together. Religious tolerance is defined as “Allowing others to freely hold different religious 
beliefs. This includes granting everyone freedom of personal belief, and freedom of religious 

1 Arab League. (n.d.). Retrieved September 29, 2017, from International Democracy Watch 
2 Tamkin, E., & Gramer, R. (2017, June 5). Why Did Several Arab Countries Suddenly Cut Ties With 
Qatar? Retrieved October 1, 2017, from Foreign Policy 
3 Goldfarb, Michael. “Viewpoint: Religious Freedom Is Not Tolerance.” BBC News, BBC, 6 Sept. 2010  

http://www.religioustolerance.org/relfree.htm


 

speech.”  It means to be able to accept the differences in people’s religion and 4

integrating different religions into the same society. Religious tolerance can also mean allowing 
people to freely change their religion or their system of belief. It is also of importance to note 
that the term “religious-tolerance” does not necessarily mean to agree with, but rather to be able 
to co-exist with. It is of great importance to the Arab League to make sure that Arab member 
state citizens can freely choose to follow their own system of belief without undergoing 
discrimination in the aspects of their everyday lives. Recently, the question has become a 
question of human rights, as states who have denied citizens the right to religious freedom has 
denied them the basic human rights.  
 

II. Involved Countries and Organizations: 
 

The United Arab Emirates 
Ever since its unification in December 1971 , the United Arab Emirates has grown 5

exponentially. As their industrialization rapidly increased, alongside their role in the oil market, 
their economy has grown to stabilization and wealth. The rise of the UAE as an economic power 
has resulted in the emigration of several different nationalities to the nation, specifically to Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. Whether expat teachers for international schools or Asian drivers, they have all 
contributed to the wealth of the nation. This role of the UAE as a confluence of numerous 
nationalities, cultures, and thus religions, placed the nation in the position of moving towards 
religious tolerance. This characteristic acts as vital for the continued existence of the nation and 
its role in the world. The UAE has been able to live up to this standard, though, shown by the 
fact that it is home to more than 200 nationalities and, although has a Muslim majority, is host to 
2 Hindu temples, 1 Sikh temple, and 40 churches. These numbers alone surpass those of most 
Arab nations and of the rest of the GCC’s worship centers collectively.  Another proof that the 6

nation is concerned with promoting religious tolerance is the existence of a Ministry of State for 
Tolerance whose role is to promote religious tolerance and pass laws and lead efforts to combat 

religious discrimination. The current minister, 
Shaikha Lubna Al Qasimi, says that the 
programme is built on the foundations of 
Islam, humanity, and Shaikh Zayed (the 
nation’s founder)’s Legacy.   7

 
As His Highness Shaikh Mohamed Bin Rashed 
Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, stated 
whilst launching the National Tolerance 
Programme in 2016; “Tolerance is a key value 
of our ancestors and our founding fathers.” The 
National Tolerance Programme is only the 
UAE’s next step after having previously passed 
anti-discriminatory laws that outlaw 
discrimination and hate crimes. Of such laws is 
the criminalization of acts that generate 

4 Robinson, B. A. “Religious Tolerance.” Religious Tolerance, Ontario Consultants, 29 May 2015 
5 (Visit Dubai ) 
6 (Salama) 
7 ibid footnote 1.  



 

religious hatred or insult other religions (including God and his prophets or 
apostles/holy books) and their institutions. Other laws punish groups and entities that similarly 
generate religious hatred and the reception of financial support for any such actions.   8

The programme aims at preparing a tolerant youth and a society without extremism 
through the efforts of both federal and local entities. It is built upon 5 themes; “strengthening the 
government’s role as an “incubator” of tolerance, consolidating the family’s role in nation 
building, promoting tolerance among youth and steering them away from extremism, enriching 
scientific and cultural content, and integrating international efforts to promote tolerance.” 
(Salama, 2016).  

 
The National Tolerance Programme is branched so as to ensure the maximum outcome. 

Firstly, according to the programme, a UAE Charter for Tolerance, Coexistence and Peace will 
be formulated, with a specific focus on criminalizing extremism and violence. The Council of 
Tolerance is another component of the programme aimed at developing policies that promote 
local, regional, and international tolerance with the support of willing organizations. However, to 
do so, an organization must abide by the Tolerance Responsibility Program for Organizations. 
Finally, the programme founded a UAE tolerance center and the Hedayah Institute which hands 
on combats religious violence, and has worked with scholars to promote a more peaceful practice 
of Islam. The UAE’s efforts in the promotion of religious tolerance and acceptance are 
commendable.  

 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
 

Saudi Arabia is not infamous for religious tolerance, and while the previous example is 
an outstanding one of the issue in the Arab world, this 
nation has yet to become as tolerant. 

  
Saudi Arabia, being home to the Kaaba, puts it 

as the most significant holy site for Muslims. The fact 
that all able Muslims are expected to visit the Kaaba 
in the Holy Pilgrimage at least once in their lifetimes 
increases the nation’s significance . This strong 9

religious connotation associated with the nation has 
resulted in both the government and the general’s 
acceptance and wanting of non-secularism; the state 
and the religion are one. Saudi Arabian law states that 
Islam is the member-state’s official religion and 
recognizes it as an Arab Islamic State ruled by the 
constitution of the Qur’an and the Sunna. This 
coincides solely with the nation’s Sunni Muslim 
citizens  percentage of 85-90% (2010).  10

 
Estimates conducted in 2010 show that two million Indians, two million Bangladeshis, 

1.5 million Filipinos, 1.5 million Pakistanis, 1.5 million Indonesians, one million Egyptians, one 
million Yemenis, 400,000 Syrians, 500,000 Sri Lankans, 350,000 Nepalese, 250,000 

8 (Government.ae) 
9 (BBC) 
10 Citizens here means actual Saudi Arabians, not residents on Saudi Arabian soil.  



 

Palestinians, 150,000 Lebanese, and 100,000 Eritreans live within the nation. Although 
these numbers are big, laws and policies within the member state explicitly restrict the freedom 
of religion and its recognition. Public practices of non-Sunni believers are prohibited (enforced 
by the police force). Although private worship is allowed, that right is not always respected.   11

However, it must be stated that the nation is on the start of its trek towards religious 
tolerance. After the events of 9/11, the USA has kept a close eye on the nation and its stance 
regarding religious tolerance and acceptance. The US’s Department of State issued a contract 
with the International Centre for Religion and Diplomacy (ICRD) to evaluate Saudi public 
textbooks and the extent of discrimination within them. This will be done through revising the 
textbooks, written under Salafi scholars, for any non-tolerant content and by tracing and 
assessing their impact.  

 
The report leaned towards the amendment of Saudi textbooks, but also reached the 

conclusion that new means for global export of Wahhabist ideology  and the training of teachers 12

are far more important.in this matter, the US Department of State has taken the initiative to work 
with the ICRD to increase cooperation between American and Saudi Arabian schools in the 
matter. So in 2013, Saudi Arabia announced its new National Strategy for Educational Reform. 
According to the reform, the budget has increased from $1.5 billion to $22 billion over four 
years, with a portion reserved for teacher training.  13

 
These claims and statements give great promise for a more religiously tolerant future in 

Saudi Arabia. But until effective measures and means are actually taken to secure individuals 
rights to religion and religious acceptance within the member states, nothing is set in stone.  

 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  

UNESCO is a UN supported Non-Governmental Organization (NGO). It is responsible 
for international cooperation (between other organizations and member states) in education, 
science, culture and communication. UNESCO is highly active in campaigns and initiatives that 
primarily threaten one’s freedoms, right to quality education, to advance in and benefit from 
advances in science, and to live in an accepting, productive environment. In the issue at hand, 
two of the aforementioned are at risk; one’s religious freedom and thus their inability to live in 
an accepting environment. In the issue at hand, UNESCO has taken two paths; fighting 
intolerance and preventing violent extremism.  

 
When it comes to fighting intolerance, the organization recognizes a set of factors needed 

to fight intolerance; laws, education, access to information, individual awareness, and local 
solutions. In its attempts to take the initiative, the organization has produced a document entitled 
Defining Tolerance in 2014, which defines the term thereby clarifying misconceptions.  so as to 
fight more effectively. In that same year and on the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (21/3/2014), Irina Bokova, Director-General of the UNESCO stated that 
“Respect and tolerance are liberating acts, whereby the differences of others are recognized as 
the same as our own and whereby the riches of another culture are taken as the wealth of all.”  

14

 

11 (Saudi Arabia)  
12 A school of extremist thought that criminalizes anyone who disagrees with their ideology and thus 
justifies their killing. 
13 (International Center for Religion and Diplomacy ) 
14 Bokova’s message: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002264/226449e.pdf  

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002264/226449e.pdf


 

Nonetheless, the organization’s quest towards tolerance began long before, with their 
adoption of the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance on the 16th of November, 1995; a day it 
has decreed the annual International Day for Tolerance. In that same year, UNESCO established 
the Madanjeet-Singh Prize for the Promotion of Tolerance and Nonviolence. It is awarded on the 
International Day for Tolerance every 2 years, alongside a sum of 100,000 USD. The prize is 
named after artist, writer, diplomat, and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Madanjeet Singh; to 
commemorate his devotion to the organization and to its efforts towards tolerance.   15

 
Furthermore, the organization has adopted the Landmark Decision (Decision 197EX/46) 

which enhances UNESCO’s ability to assist and work with member states in the making and 
enforcement of strategies to prevent violent extremism by expanding its rights.   16

 
The decision exists alongside the UN Secretary General’s Plan of Action to Prevent 

Violent Extremism which focuses on and encourages UNESCO’s ability to work with education, 
and the facilitation of employment, the empowerment of youth in terms of educating them about 
their rights, and strengthening communication in a globalized world to shed light on issues such 
as the prevention of violent extremism through new technologies with increasing power such as 
social media.   17

 
UNESCO’s efforts are numerous however increased cooperation and focus on the Arab 

region by the organization is necessary.  
 

III. Focused Overview of the Issue 
 

1. The History Behind Religious Tolerance & Intolerance 
Religious Tolerance 

Looking back at the base of each religion, we can see that when it comes to either Islam, 
Christianity, or Judaism, their base talks about the importance of tolerating those with different 
religions and systems of belief, and the importance of co-existing with those of different religions 
and making sure they are not discriminated against. The idea from the following three excerpts 
can conclude that the base of each of the following three religions depends upon tolerance 
towards one another when it comes to the differences, especially when it comes to religion 
because it builds on the unity formed in the community.  
The Gospel in Christianity states, 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them." Matthew 7:12  

This, being known as the Golden Rule in Christianity means that one should treat others 
according to the way in which they would like to be treated. They should tolerate and accept the 
differences present between people, they way you would like them to accept your differences. 
This is especially important when it comes to religion as it eliminates the idea of religious wars 
and terrorism. 
In Judaism, it is found in the old testament (the Hebrew Scriptures) that, 

"...thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.", Leviticus 19:18, and 

15  UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize for the Promotion of Tolerance and Non-Violence | United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
16 (Board) 
17 (Nations) 



 

"What is hateful to you, do not to your fellow man. This is the law: all the rest is 
commentary." Talmud, Shabbat 31a. 

When looking at Islam, one of the Hadiths of Imam Al-Nawawi states that, 
"None of you [truly] believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself." 

The past ideas have been further developed by the United Nations in many of their conferences 
and declarations, to make sure that such ideas are being implemented in member states. The 
World Conference on Human Rights took place in Vienna, Austria between the 14th and the 25th 
of June, 1993 which produced a Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.  This took 18

place during the UN Decade for Human Rights Education. The declaration before considers the 
idea of the protection of human rights is a fundamental priority and must be established in a 
rounded manner. 

“Human rights education, training and public information were essential for the 
promotion and achievement of stable and harmonious relations among communities and 
for fostering mutual understanding, tolerance and peace.” 
Past looking at the fundamental base, it is clear that the United Nations has put in efforts to 

further develop the idea of religious tolerance to be able to guarantee people basic human 
presented as one of the main goals of the United Nations through the UN Declaration of Human 
Rights. An example of that would be through the resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 
the 6th of March, 1996. The aim of this resolution was to combat any forms of religious 
intolerance through ways to guarantee people’s rights to practice whatever religion they please. 
An example of a solution taking place in the resolution would be to: 

“Urge States, in conformity with international standards of 
human rights, to take all necessary action to prevent such instances, 
to take all appropriate measures to combat hatred, intolerance and 
acts of violence, intimidation and coercion motivated by religious 
extremism and to encourage understanding, tolerance and respect in 
matters relating to freedom of religion or belief;”  19

 
Religious Intolerance 

Generally, intolerance is a result of ignorance, as people tend to lack information about 
how similar religions and systems of belief tend to be when it comes to their base and end goal. 
The fact that they are similar causes them to become intolerant of the other. “This is because all 
three religions believe in the same God, however each one believes something different about 
that God which results in them fighting over the claim of their own religion being the right one.”

 In Japan, for example, Buddhism and Shinto co-exist peacefully because they tend to be quite 20

different regarding their means of worship.  
 

Religious intolerance could be a tricky issue when it comes to the Arab Nations, because 
the majority of the Arab citizens are Muslims, almost 90% of Arab citizens are Muslims, as 
shown in the image below, and so people practicing other religions tend to feel like minorities 
most of the time, and are discriminated against.  

18 “Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.” OHCHR | Vienna Declaration and Programme of 
Action 
19 “A/RES/50/183. Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance.” United Nations, United Nations 
20 Shulman, Laura E. “Religious Intolerance: Causes and Solutions. Some Observations.” Religious 

Intolerance: Causes and Solutions. Some Observations, 18 Dec. 2016,  

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/


 

 
Figure 2 - Ratio of Muslim people, compared to other religions, is quite high in the Arab Region 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e4/Muslim_Percent_Population_v2.svg/2000px-Muslim_Percent_Pop
ulation_v2.svg.png  
 

When it comes to the Gulf-region countries, it is quite difficult to grant Christians the 
religious freedom that Muslims possess, because it is in the hands of the Muslims. Muslims tend 
to interpret other religions through their own lens making it from a relativist point of view rather 
than an ethnocentric  one. 21

 
2. The Importance of Religious Tolerance 
 

Religious tolerance is a vital key in maintaining peace within a society, due to the fact that 
there will always be religious differences amongst citizens living in the same society. Looking at 
the Arab Nation for example, 93% of Arab League’s member state citizens are Muslims, and the 
remaining 7% is made up of mostly Christians and Jews.  With such differences presented, it is 22

very important to ensure religious tolerance within the area, because only then will the we be able 
to work towards world peace and help achieve the world’s goals, such as the United Nation’s 
current Sustainable Development Goals. Religious intolerance causes a threat to peace both 
internally and globally, and to be able to co-exist with our differences we must first learn that our 
differences in religion do not make us that much different, but rather more capable to sustaining 
long-lasting peace. 
 

It is of great importance to work towards a culture that gives people the freedom to 
practice whatever system of belief in which they please to ensure peace within the community. 

21 evaluating other cultures according to preconceptions originating in the standards of one’s own culture 
(dictionary.com) 
22 “Arabs - Religion.” Countries and Their Cultures 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e4/Muslim_Percent_Population_v2.svg/2000px-Muslim_Percent_Population_v2.svg.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e4/Muslim_Percent_Population_v2.svg/2000px-Muslim_Percent_Population_v2.svg.png


 

Only then will nations be able to experience lives free from “religiously-based wars, 
terrorism, and civil disturbances”   23

 
3. The Role of the Arab League Towards Religious Tolerance 
 

It has been said that the Arab League has worked alongside the European Union to 

help combat extremism, terrorism and intolerance. As foreign minister Frans Timmermans 

states,  

“Religious intolerance is another problem that needs to be addressed both in the countries 
of the EU and those of the Arab League. It is vital that we teach our children to be tolerant 
towards people who have a different faith or belief system – or indeed, none at all.”   24

 
The League of Arab States has presented its efforts to combat religious intolerance through 

the Blasphemy Law in which they wanted the United Nations to vote on the 26th of November 
2013. This law aimed to prohibit blasphemy of any sort as well as denying people the right to 
take part of any blasphemous dancing, singing, or miming. This was written on the behalf of the 
Arab Guideline Law for the Prevention of Defamation of Religions. Through an English 
translation it was stated that the following would have not been accepted by the following passed 
law: 

“1. Blasphemy against the divine essence or questioning it or infringing on it.  
2. Contempt or disrespect [for] or [offense to] any of the religions or by defaming them or 
insulting them or ridiculing them or infringing on them.  
3. Any infringement on the heavenly books, through abuse or alteration or desecration or 
prejudice.  
4. Making fun of one of the prophets or the messengers or sacred symbols of these 
religions or their wives or their families or their companions or insulting or ridiculing 
them or infringing on them.”  25

 
Even though such a law would have prevented any sort of challenge presented against any 

of the religions, it would have prevented people the freedom of speech and religious freedom. 
This is where the concept of religious freedom and religious tolerance are not similar. Efforts 
like such from the League of Arab States promotes religious tolerance, and not religious 
freedom, as it does not grant atheists the right to practice their own system of belief, for example. 
Therefore, the fundamental human rights would not be in cooperation with such blasphemy laws, 
as they do not grant the minorities their freedom of speech. A study was shown in 2011 stating 
that countries who do follow blasphemy laws, and those who do adopt them are more likely to 
experience religious intolerance, which therefore was reaching its peak in the Middle East and 
Northern African regions in 2012.16 It was therefore concluded that the nations would not adopt 
the Blasphemy Law of the League of Arab Nations, and it was shown that those member states 
that did adopt the law resulted in instability. 
 

The role of the Arab League is to ensure that citizens are granted the freedom to express 
and practice the religious belief in which they choose, as well as try to combat the idea of 
religious tolerance by enforcing the co-existence in their laws, as well as by educating their 

23 Robinson, B. A. “Religious Tolerance.” Religious Tolerance, Ontario Consultants, 29 May 2015 
24 Zaken, Ministerie van Buitenlandse. “EU and Arab League: Working Together to Fight Extremism, 
Terrorism and Intolerance.” News Item | Government.nl, Ministerie Van Algemene Zaken, 16 June 2014 
25 Mchangama, Jacob. “No Blasphemous Miming Here.” National Review, 25 Mar. 2014 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/curr_war.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/curr_war.htm


 

citizens about the importance of acceptance and the importance of co-existence to rise 
with the nation, in which the only way to do so is through unity. It is very important for each 
country’s government to be able to protect the rights of citizens against discrimination and to be 
able to provide a community for them in which they are freely able to practice their own religion, 
while making sure that one’s freedom does not surpass another one’s. The sultanate of Oman’s 

has been seen to have done a great job in regards to being “the most tolerant in the 

peninsula”. Christian worship is protected through the country’s Basic Law, “which 

prohibits discrimination based on religion and considers it a criminal offense to defame any 

faith.”  Similarly, the Kuwaiti government and constitution both provide religious freedom 
26

and try to maintain religious tolerance both theoretically and on paper.  
  

IV. Key Vocabulary 
 

Religious tolerance: Permitting and allowing of all individuals within a state to think, believe in 
and practice whichever religions they choose to without fear of discrimination or violence.  
 
Discrimination: Actions taken based on prejudice that results in the unfair treatment of 
individuals or groups.  
 
Religism: a matter of prejudice, bigotry and discrimination against people who happen to belong 
or not belong to a certain religion or other belief.  27

 
Hate crime: A violent crime based on hate that results from the offender’s bias against their 
target because of characteristics such as their religion or nationality.  
 
Civil Rights: A citizen’s rights as guaranteed by their nation’s constitution. 
 
Blasphemy: The lack of showing respect “toward something considered sacred or inviolable”  28

 
Secularism: “the principle of separation of the state from religious institutions.” 
 
Sunni Islam: The most commonly practiced form of Islam. Sunnis rely on Prophet Muhammad’s 
practices and teachings.  
  
Shia Islam: Shiites believe that the Prophet anointed Ali, his cousin and the 4th caliph after him. 
They also view ayatollahs  as God’s reflection on earth.  29

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 Khashan, Hilal. “Religious Intolerance in the Gulf States: Dateline.” Middle East Forum, Middle East 
Forum, 2016 

27 “Religism.” Religism - Categorism.com, 26 Dec. 2015 
28 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated. “Blasphemy.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster,  
29 Shia clerics who particularly excel in Islamic Studies.  



 

 
V.    Important Events & Chronology 

 
Date 
(Day/Month/Year) Event 

10th of December 1948 

Article 18 of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
put into action; “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change 
his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and 
observance.”  

1965 
The Roman Catholic Church, Vatican II Council, decrees 
‘Dignitatis Humanae’ (Latin for Religious Freedom). A religious 
figure publically encourages and promotes religious tolerance.  

October 1986  

The very first “World Day of Prayer for Peace” was held by Pope 
John Paul II in Assisi. Representatives from 120 religions were 
present and came together to pray. 
For the first time, religious figures of different religions were 
united in prayer; nullified their differences and is symbolic of 
change. 

1988  

The militant Sunni Islamist multi-national organization Al Qaeda 
is founded by Osama bin Laden and Abdullah Azzam (among 
others). It was founded as a response to the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. Sows the seeds for jihadist militarism and ideals.  
It is one of the first and most prominent extremist groups, which 
shed light on the importance of the promotion of religious 
tolerance. 

June 14th – 25th 1993 

The World Conference on Human Rights took place in Vienna, 
Austria, which resulted in the Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action. It stated that “The Conference 
recommended that States should strive to eradicate illiteracy 
and should direct education towards the full development of the 
human personality and the strengthening of respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms”  30

 

1995  The United Nation’s Year for Tolerance ; the beginning of 
international efforts towards religious tolerance.  

1999  

Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is founded by Abu 
Musab Al-Zarqawi with its headquarters in Syria and Libya. 
Further promotes jihadist ideals but is far more violent and 
widespread than Al Qaeda in terms of hate crimes and 
discriminatory acts.  
Its establishment is proof of the horrids of religious intolerance.  

30 “1998: The 50th Anniversary of the UN's Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” United Nations' 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),  



 

11th of 
September 2001 

A series of four coordinated attacks on the twin World 
Trade Center towers in New York City that resulted in a death 
toll of 2996. The attack is supposedly Al Qaeda’s works. This 
attack is responsible for much of today’s Islamophobia and much 
of the complications facing Muslim nations when it comes to 
religious tolerance.  

 
VI.  Past Resolutions and Treaties 

 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
Adopted by the UN’s GA on the 10th of December 1948. It is built on the foundations and ideals 
of the organization and provides the basis for all its resolutions and actions. 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a very important document in the history of 
granting people their rights, and consists the basics of everyone’s humans right, due to the fact 
that it was written by people from many different backgrounds, cultures, and histories.  
An example from that would be Article 18 stating: 

“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 
teaching, practice, worship and observance.” 

 
General Assembly Resolution A/RES/36/55.  
Passed on the 25th of November 1981 and stressed on the importance of individual freedoms and 
strongly outlawed discrimination. Built on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its 
articles. This resolution is very important as it had been ratified by the UN’s General Assembly 
eliminates all kinds of discrimination based on religion. 
An example of that is presented in one of the operative clauses in Article 4 stating:  

“All States shall take effective measures to prevent and eliminate discrimination on the 
grounds of religion or belief in the recognition, exercise and enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms in all fields of civil, economic, political, social and cultural 
life.” 
 

General Assembly Resolution 55/97. Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance 
This resolution was passed on the 4th of December 2000. It talks about the elimination of all 
forms of religious intolerance and the elimination of all forms of discrimination against peoples 
practicing their own systems of beliefs. It also looks back to the Human Rights Committee for 
the restrictions being put on the extent of one’s religious freedom. This resolution provides the 
solutions for member states if they were to experience any kinds of religious intolerance. An 
example of that states: 

“Further urges States, in conformity with international standards of human rights, to 
take all necessary action to prevent such instances, to take all appropriate measures to 
combat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimidation and coercion motivated by 
religious intolerance and to encourage, through the educational system and by other 
means, understanding, tolerance and respect in matters relating to freedom of religion 
or belief;” 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/36/a36r055.htm
http://www.un-documents.net/a55r97.htm


 

 
General Assembly Resolution 58/128.  
Adopted on the 19th of December 2003 with a specific focus on the recognition of differences in 
religions, histories, and cultures but the universal protection of fundamental human rights and 
freedoms. Also provides measures to promote tolerance and acceptance. It provides the ways in 
which states must act to maintain peace within their community. An example stated would be: 

“Further recognizes that, while the significance of national and regional particularities 
and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is 
the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems, to 
promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms;” 

 
General Assembly Resolution 60/11.  
Adopted on the 3rd of November 2005. Focuses not only on religious and cultural acceptance, 
but also stresses on the importance of multicultural/multi-religious cooperation. It provides 
solutions in which different religions can be able to co-exist together with peace. An example in 
the resolution would be: 

“Recognizes that respect for religious and cultural diversity in an increasingly 
globalizing world contributes to international cooperation, promotes enhanced 
dialogue among religions, cultures and civilizations and helps to create an environment 
conducive to the exchange of human experience;” 

 
 

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 
● Intercultural Dialogues have been suggested and attempted numerous times. But because 

religion is a heated and sensitive topic, they usually end with nothing except for fights. 
● There have been some, very few, attempts at incorporating the teachings of tolerance in 

education systems worldwide. Though this has been a failure, more or less, it has 
specifically failed to be implemented in the Arab world.  

● Hatred and hate crimes have been criminalized but there is a lack of understanding of what 
constitutes as hatred, relative to every nation and its culture, and there has been a lack of 
enforcement of measures taken against hatred.  

● Amir Bilal Soofi, President of the Pakistani think-tank Research Society on International 
Law suggested an institutionalized inter-faith debate between religious scholars and experts.  

 
VIII. Possible Solutions 

 
● The continued emphasis on tolerance, of all kinds not just religious, in all educational 

facilities and institutions. In both private and public schools and institutes of higher 
education, globally. In textbooks, lesson plans, lectures, projects, and campaigns.   

● Increased cooperation between NGOs and organizations (Such s UNESCO) working 
towards building a religiously tolerant future and member states’ governments.  

● More extensive, relatable, catchy, and to the core awareness through media and specifically 
through social media and social media influencers and/or entrepreneurs. 

 
IX. Useful Links 

 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:  

» http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf  

http://www.un-documents.net/a58r128.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/60/11
http://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf


 

Declaration of Principles on Tolerance by UNESCO (p. 1995):  
» http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13175&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SEC

TION=201.html  
Defining Tolerance by UNESCO (p. 2014):  

» http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002326/232631e.pdf  
The US Department of State’s 2005 International Religious Freedom Report on the UAE:  

» https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2005/51612.htm  
The US Department of State’s 2005 International Religious Freedom Report on Saudi Arabia:  

» https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2005/51609.htm  
Saudi Arabia’s position in religious tolerance factsheet:  

» https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/171744.pdf  
Mother Teresa’s Interfaith Committee:  

» https://ethniccommunities.govt.nz/story/promoting-religious-tolerance-and-harmony  
A Third Committee Session on Religious Tolerance and its Fundamentality to Human Rights:  

» https://www.un.org/press/en/1995/19951201.gashc33.41.html  
Seminar on the Importance of Tolerance, Understanding, and Education in Countering 
Islamopohobia:  

» https://www.un.org/press/en/2004/hr4801.doc.htm  
  

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13175&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13175&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002326/232631e.pdf
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2005/51612.htm
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2005/51609.htm
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/171744.pdf
https://ethniccommunities.govt.nz/story/promoting-religious-tolerance-and-harmony
https://www.un.org/press/en/1995/19951201.gashc33.41.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2004/hr4801.doc.htm
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