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I. Introduction 

Irregular Warfare (IW) is defined as "A violent struggle among state and non-state actors for 
legitimacy and influence over the relevant populations."  Both parties seek influential power over the 1

relevant population depending on the situation at hand. The term "irregular warfare" (IW) was first 
used in the 20th century, though the issue has been present for longer and is only recently starting to 
be tackled straight on by the UN and NATO. IW has multiple branches but the main pillars are 
unconventional warfare (UW), asymmetric warfare, transnational crime, guerilla warfare, 
insurgencies, and counterinsurgencies (COIN). Terrorism has been considered a serious threat for 
decades, figure 1 is a map in which the black shaded countries are areas potentially infiltrated by just 
Al-Qaeda and its affiliates not including other terrorist groups that may reside in the near locations. It 
takes up the majority of North Africa and the middle east, spreading out into parts of Asia where the 
top three countries with the most present threats are Iraq, Afghanistan, and Nigeria in that respective 
order. Though the attacks are not consistently predicted, measures have slightly improved in terms of 
countering them. There are many efforts towards solving them, but the issue is still prevalent amongst 
countries all around the world.  

 
Figure 1 Areas potentially occupied by Al Qaeda and their allies  2

 
II. Focused Overview of the Issue 

1) Conventional Warfare Vs. Unconventional Warfare 

There are two sides to the spectrum, conventional and unconventional warfare. The main 
differences are that conventional warfare is traditionally between two states, and that it does not 

1 Irregular Warfare (IW) Joint Operating Concept (JOC). Department of Defense, 11 Sept. 2011. Web. 2018. 
<https://fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/iw-joc.pdf>. 

2 "Concit Ensuring Our Future." Go Back to the Front Page. ConCit, n.d. Web. 01 Sept. 2018. <http://concit.org/> 
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target the civilians of the opponent. In conventional warfare, both parties aim to weaken the other 
government and military in order to gain territory and/or political power. While unconventional 
warfare includes the use of unconventional weapons such as biological, chemical, and nuclear 
weapons and that it does aim to control the population. Figure 2 simplifies the contrast between 
conventional warfare and irregular warfare. There are 2 triangles, each consist of three entities; the 
government, the population, and the military explaining the effect desired by each from the 
corresponding type of warfare. Conventional warfare is focused on the government and the military, 
whereas irregular warfare’s focus is on the government and the population instead. Irregular warfare 
relates to unconventional warfare as they both utilize illegal strategies in groups of insurgencies such 
as using the weaponry mentioned above. Most participants in nonconventional operations and 
insurgencies are not officials in the local security forces or part of the government, therefore making 
it irregular and explains why their actions are illegal.  

 

Figure 2 Comparison between aims of IW and conventional warfare  3

2) Asymmetric Warfare 

This conflict is one of the extensive branches falling under Irregular Warfare. It occurs when 
there is an immense amount of difference in the tactics and capabilities of two adversaries. Any 
intentional attacks on civilians are considered Asymmetric such as terrorism, specifically hijackings 
and suicide bombings.   Reason for that is that the civilians do not have the power to defend 4

themselves against a body with effective resources.The trend shown in figure 3 is a graph that 
displays the number of deaths caused by terrorism up until 2016. It is clear that 2014 was a 
tremendous increase of deaths suddenly, though it has began to drop once again, it is still at an 
excessive number at around 30,000 a year  -exact statistics may vary from source to source-  With 5

that being said, two countries or nations could end up in an asymmetrical warfare such as Russia’s 
battle for territory in Ukraine after many sudden attacks Russia has made, the issue is still not 
resolved. A government against their people is another example, beginning in 2016 it is classified as 

3 Irregular Warfare (IW) Joint Operating Concept (JOC). Department of Defense, 11 Sept. 2011. Web. 2018. 
<https://fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/iw-joc.pdf>. 

4 Sexton, Ellen. "Asymmetrical Warfare." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 17 Nov. 2016. Web. 
2018. <https://www.britannica.com/topic/asymmetrical-warfare>. 

5 "Terrorism: Number of Deaths Worldwide 2006-2016 | Statistic." Statista. N.p., n.d. Web. 21 Aug. 2018.  
<https://www.statista.com/statistics/202871/number-of-fatalities-by-terrorist-attacks-worldwide/>. 
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the world’s worst humanitarian crisis by the United Nations with more than 8 million people at risk 
and that it may increase an additional 10 million.   6

 

Figure 2 Deaths worldwide caused by terrorism from 1970-2016  7

3) Transnational Crime 

Transnational Crime, also known as Organized Crime is when an illegal act is planned and 
executed by multiple nations, hence the name given. There are 3 types main types of crime that 
can be committed in transnational crime which are; the provision of illicit goods, illicit services, 
and infiltration of government and businesses.  Illicit goods are along the lines of drugs, 8

counterfeit, piracy, and even smuggling products that are not considered to be illegal in any form. 
Commercial sexwork and human trafficking are the practices implemented in illicit services. The 
last is done in order to avoid tax and often leads to the selling of products in the black market.  9

Theories of IW have been applied towards Transnational Crime as it is one of the issues under 
IW. The UN combats this issue using a system known as “the three p’s”, prevention, protection, 
and prosecution in that order where the government of a nation takes care of the second step of 
protecting the civilians from any of the illicit actions. 

4) Guerilla Warfare 

Guerilla (Guerrilla) warfare is when a group of citizens decide to transgress the police 
force in militarily like strategy at a fast pace.  It is an extreme side of revolutions and rebellions 10

which can also play an important role in this type of warfare. During the cold war period in 

6  Reuters, Thomson. "Millions More at Risk of Starvation in Yemen's War, UN Warns." CBC. N.p., 25 May 2018. Web. 
21 Aug. 2018. <https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/un-yemen-humanitarian-aid-1.4677934>.  

7 "Worldwide Terrorism 1970-2015." Datagraver. N.p., 2016. Web. 01 Sept. 2018. 
<https://www.datagraver.com/case/worldwide-terrorism-1970-2015>. 

8 "Transnational Crime - Criminology - Oxford Bibliographies - Obo." Oxford Bibliographies - Your Best Research Starts 
Here - Obo. N.p., 21 June 2018. Web. 30 June 2018. 
<http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780195396607/obo-9780195396607-0024.xml>. 

9 "Trafficking in Illicit Goods and Counterfeiting." Types of Human Trafficking / Trafficking in Human Beings / Crime 
Areas / Internet / Home - INTERPOL. N.p., n.d. Web. 2018. 
<https://www.interpol.int/Crime-areas/Trafficking-in-illicit-goods-and-counterfeiting/Trafficking-in-illicit-goods
-and-counterfeiting>. 

10 Asprey, Robert Brown. "Guerrilla Warfare." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 13 Apr. 2018. 
Web. 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/topic/guerrilla-warfare>. 
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1939-1945, as World War II was in practice, countries under invasion usually formed these 
Guerilla groups to gain independence and drive the forces out. 

III. Involved Countries and Organizations 

1) USA 
The United States of America is directly involved despite the conflict not residing in local 

territories. This is because insurgencies are able to expand and team up with global entities making it 
the responsibility of the U.S. to counter them through COIN strategy. This strategy did not work for 
them in Iraq, Vietnam, Somalia, and Afghanistan  so was it the strategy itself that faulty or was it the 11

poor application of it? In 2003 the Iraq War against USA began when they invaded and attacked a 
location where it was said to have the President Saddam Hussein. They used precision guided bombs 
when he refused to leave Iraq. The bombs failed to target the president, though they ended up 
executing him in 2006 because of the hundreds and thousands of people he killed in the genocides. 
War continued between the United States and irregular Saddam supporter groups leading to a 
Guerilla Warfare where a main concern was the restoration of laws and order.   12

 

2) Syria 
Syria is a place of constant dispute whether from terrorist groups such as ISIS, or from their 

own government. On April 8 of 2018, there was another chemical attack on the citizens of Syria, 
suffocating dozens. The president Bashar Al- Assad refuses any claims alongside his allies. The 
country has been in a civil war since 2011 which began with a protest against the government. April 
27, 2013, Syria supposedly signed onto the Chemical Weapons Convention which was meant to 
prevent the production, stockpiling, or use of chemical weapons.  During the years of Civil War, the 13

terrorist bombing did not stop, killing hundreds of people from even suicide (car) bombers. 
 

3) ECOMOG 
A Western African Peacekeeping force known as "Economic Community of West African 

States Monitoring Group" was created in the 20th century to end the Liberian Civil war. It consisted of 
6 African Countries; Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Mali, and Senegal.  Throughout its 14

presence, their missions were successful in decreasing the spreading of bloodshed from Liberia and 
continued to take on the responsibility of protecting civilians under international humanitarian law.  

4) JOC 
The Joint Operating Concept ,abbreviated as JOC, is a concept created by the United States 

where is explains and describes the “future” of irregular threats and how the U.S. military will 
professionally confront these threats after being recently updated and improved since 2007, it’s last 
repair. Their approach is to “to prevent, deter, disrupt, or defeat irregular threats.” . Irregular threats 15

are considered to be: Stability operations (SO), Counterinsurgencies (COIN), Counter Terrorism 

11 Jeffrey, James F. "Why Counterinsurgency Doesn't Work." Foreign Affairs. Foreign Affairs, 21 May 2015. Web. 30 
June 2018. 
<https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2015-02-16/why-counterinsurgency-doesnt-work>. 

12 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Iraq War." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 06 
Dec. 2017. Web. June 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War>. 

13 Deutsche Welle. "Syria Civil War Timeline: A Summary of Critical Events | DW | 14.08.2017." DW.COM. N.p., n.d. 
Web. June 2018. <https://www.dw.com/en/syria-civil-war-timeline-a-summary-of-critical-events/a-40001379>. 

14 "Waging War to Keep the Peace: The ECOMOG Intervention and Human Rights (Human Rights Watch Report, June 
1993)." Human Rights Watch. N.p., n.d. Web. June 2018. <https://www.hrw.org/reports/1993/liberia/>. 

15  Irregular Warfare (IW) Joint Operating Concept (JOC). Department of Defense, 11 Sept. 2011. Web. 2018. 
<https://fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/iw-joc.pdf>.  
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(CT), Foreign Internal Defence (FID), and Unconventional Warfare (UW) as the 5 core activities 
used in the operations, each explained in depth from the point of view of JOC in the official 
document.  

IV.  Key Vocabulary 

State: a nation or territory considered as an organized political community under one government.  16

Often times in there are wars between states, this is considered conventional warfare as it is an equal 
battle. 

Asymmetric: having two sides or halves that are not the same: not symmetrical.  The definition 17

helps with the meaning of the warfare that is one-sided where one power exceeds the other.  

Insurgency: someone who is fighting against the government in their own country, or someone 
who opposes political authority.  These are groups that are present in Guerrilla warfare as they are 18

the ones causing the revolt. 

Maritime: : “of or relating to navigation or commerce on the sea”  increasing surveillance on 19

maritime transport is a solution to decreasing transnational crime acts of trading illicit goods. 

 
V. Important Events & Chronology 

Date 
(Day/Month/Year) Event 

1946-1954 
Battle of Dien Bien Phu; between Vietnam and France; two 
asymmetric military powers. Despite the difference in power, 
Vietnam secured the win.  20

1998-1999 Kosovo Conflict (Rebellion) rapidly resolved by NATO.  21

9/11/2001 
September 11 Attacks on the U.S., where multiple suicide and 
airline hijackings took place killing over 3,000 (civilians, police, 
and firefighters) . 22

2003-2011 U.S. involvement in the Iraq war by invading and combating 
Iraqi military. 

2014-present Russia’s military intervention in Crimea,Ukraine taking control 
of strategic territory escalating into an armed conflict. 

16 "State | Definition of State in English by Oxford Dictionaries." Oxford Dictionaries | English. Oxford Dictionaries, n.d. 
Web. June 2018. <https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/state>. 

17 "Asymmetric." Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. June 2018. 
<https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/asymmetric>. 

18 "Insurgent Meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary."Cambridge English Dictionary. N.p., n.d. Web. June 2018. 
<https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/insurgent>. 

19 "Maritime." Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 21 Aug. 2018. 
<https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/maritime>. 

20 Tristam, Pierre. "Timeline of the Lebanese Civil War From 1975-1990." ThoughtCo. ThoughtCo, n.d. Web. June 
2018. <https://www.thoughtco.com/timeline-of-the-lebanese-civil-war-2353188>. 

21 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Kosovo Conflict." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 
04 May 2018. Web. June 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/event/Kosovo-conflict>. 

22 Bergen, Peter L. "September 11 Attacks." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 10 Aug. 2018. 
Web. 21 Aug. 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/event/September-11-attacks>. 
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8/4/2018 

Syrian Government Chemical Attack on the Damascus 
“rebel-held suburb of Douma”, not being the first; In 2013 the 
president released a rocket with the chemical agent known as 
Sarin. 

  

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

A/52/298 – Small Arms 
 
This is a report the Secretary General requested for 3 reasons which are the following "(a) The 

types of small arms and light weapons actually being used in conflicts being dealt with by the United 
Nations; (b) The nature and causes of the excessive and destabilizing accumulation and transfer of 
small arms and light weapons, including their illicit production and trade; c) The ways and means to 
prevent and reduce the excessive and destabilizing accumulation and transfer of small arms and light 
weapons, in particular as they cause or exacerbate conflict." . The Report includes solutions on how 23

to reduce the rate of illicit production building on resolution 50/70 B and how to reduce the number 
of illicit weapons that end up in irregular troops. This could also be applied to combat Transnational 
Crime Organizations (TCO) in IW. 
 
S/RES/2396 (2017) – Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts – 
foreign terrorist fighters 
 

Security Council, recalling multiple passed resolutions, has focused on the cooperation of the 
member states as a starter to increase global security especially against terrorism. It also mentions 
collecting biometric material which can be fingerprints, photo recognition, and so on.  
 

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

Solutions for Asymmetric or Guerilla Warfare may have been to intervene militarily. This 
breaches a country's territorial integrity and political sovereignty. Intervention occurs when countries 
in power decide to aid in unconventional warfare where conventional methods would not be effective. 
Once the country begins coercion, the intervention becomes illegal and is considered a crime. This 
may be effective but it is still a form of irregular warfare defying the purpose of irregular warfare as a 
whole. Afghanistan was going through war during 2001 all the way until 2014 which began when the 
Taliban - a fundamentalist Islamic militia in Afghanistan  - surrendered causing their fall. Al-Qaeda, 24

the Sunni Islamic militia, were determined and continued with the attacks in Afghanistan. The United 
States got involved and sent troops in attempt to solve the conflict. They used counterinsurgency 
(COIN) techniques which was assessed to be a failure and led to the withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
the scene as it was in need of a newer more applicable system. What the mission of the 
counterinsurgency is gain the support of the population and use it to either act indirectly or directly 
infiltrate the insurgency and arresting its directors depending on how severe it may be . This is a 25

failed attempt as the leaders have the right to take legal actions in return. On an intensified scale 

23 "A/52/298." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 30 June 2018. 
<https://www.un.org/depts/ddar/Firstcom/SGreport52/a52298.html>.  

24 "Taliban." Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. June 2018. 
<https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Taliban>. 

25 Walter, Natalie. "Summary of "Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice"." Beyond Intractability. N.p., 03 May 
2018. Web. 21 Aug. 2018. <https://www.beyondintractability.org/bksum/galula-counterinsurgency>. 
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which brings in the armed forces and establishing them in the populated areas reduces Guerilla 
warfare. 

VIII. Guiding Questions 

● What are your countries technological abilities? And what are the tactics it uses? 
● Was your country a colony or a colonizer? Is it a Less Economically Developed Country 

(LEDC) or a More Economically Developed Country (MEDC)? 
● What are the judicial policies? Is terrorism present in your nation? 
● Has your country signed any treaties against IW or any of its branches? 
● What are the gun laws of your country? How are they being applied? 

IX. Possible Solutions 

1. Reducing the accumulation of small arms and light weapons in certain regions of the world 
since they are not high in price and easier to access. 

2. Creating a regulatory system to ensure that weapons do not get lost in trade, ending up in the 
hands of illicit traders. 

3. Promoting Transparency; If countries are confidently able to report their imports and exports, 
the need to track displaced weapons will decrease.  26

X. Useful Links 

RAND: 
Though the link may be biased toward the United States, it has useful information on strategies and 
training which can be applied to many other countries as well.  
 
"The Future of Irregular Warfare." RAND. N.p., n.d. Web. 

<https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/testimonies/2012/RAND_CT374.pdf >. 

"Assessing Irregular Warfare A Framework for Intelligence Analysis." RAND. N.p., n.d. Web. 

<https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG668.pdf >. 

 
JOC: 
Another one by the US from the Joint Operation Concept which assesses IW with a deeper definition 
and more activity that falls under IW talking about the military operations and problems.  
 
Irregular Warfare (IW) Joint Operating Concept (JOC). Department of Defense, 11 Sept. 2011. Web. 

2018. <https://fas.org/irp/doddir/dod/iw-joc.pdf >. 

"IRREGULAR WARFARE." AIR FORCE DOCTRINE DOCUMENT 3-2. N.p., 15 Mar. 2013. Web. 

<https://fas.org/irp/doddir/usaf/afdd3-2.pdf >. 

 

26 "Transparency in Armaments – UNODA." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. June 2018. 
<https://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/transparency-in-armaments/>. 
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UN & IW: 
This links the United Nations and IW with reports on different countries and their history in the 
conflict.  
 
"United Nations vs Irregular Combatants." N.p., 2012. Web. 

<http://www.rocznikbezpieczenstwa.dsw.edu.pl/fileadmin/user_upload/wydawnictwo/RBM/R

BM_artykuly/2012_8.pdf>. 
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