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I.              Introduction 

As the world continues to advance and modernise, the number and complexity of the 
issues it faces continues to increase. One of the biggest issues the world faces today is that of 
government accountability and transparency, which encompasses the extent to which 
governments provide their citizens with information regarding government decisions and actions, 
and the extent to which citizens can hold their governments accountable for their actions. 
Currently, many countries around the world lack transparency and accountability, an issue that 
hinders the development of countries, interferes with their citizens’ basic human rights, and 
lowers the quality of life of billions of people around the world. The issue consists of a variety of 
different social issues intertwined, including corruption, civil rights, and rule of law, further 
contributing to its complexity and urgency. Solving this issue is key to promoting a better quality 
of life, protecting human rights, and promoting development in the weakest of regions, and will 
also help achieve one of the most important Sustainable Development Goals, Goal 16 of Peace 
Justice, and Strong Institutions. 
 
II.           Focused Overview of the Issue 
1) Corruption 

Corruption within governments and instruments of the government-controlled public 
sector is a major hindrance to transparency and accountability, as it means government officials 
are taking actions that benefit their own private interests rather than the public interest, often 
unbeknownst to the public. 

 
Corruption can be split into three categories: grand, petty, and political. The type under 

which an act of corruption will fall depends on the size of the crime and the sector in which it is 
committed. Firstly, grand corruption is the ‘abuse of high-level power that benefits the few at the 
expense of the many and causes serious and widespread harm to individuals and society’[1]. This 
is arguably the most publicised and most dangerous type of corruption, as it often involves huge 
amounts of money and is committed by high- ranking officials. Petty corruption is the ‘Everyday 
abuse of entrusted power by public officials in their interactions with ordinary citizens’[2], and is 
the most common type of corruption. The final type of corruption is political corruption, and it is 
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the ‘manipulation of policies, institutions and rules of procedure in the allocation of resources and 
financing by political decision makers’[3]. 

 
Despite efforts being made by countries to combat corruption, there has been very little 

progress in previous years. Transparency International (TI), a non-governmental organization 
(NGO) that specialises in exposing and combating corruption, conducts research to create an 
annual Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) that assesses the level of corruption in different 
countries by giving them a score from 0 to 100 (0 being highly corrupt and 100 being very clean), 
and according to the 2017 report ‘the majority of countries are moving too slowly in their 
efforts… in the last six years many countries have still made little to no progress.’[4]. The report 
also states that current corruption statistics are worrying, ‘This year, the index found that more 
than two-thirds of countries score below 50, with an average score of 43.’ [5] 
 
Figure 1: 2017 Corruption Perceptions Index[6] 
 

 
As seen in the figure above, corruption is more widespread in some areas than others. According 
to the 2017 report, ‘The best performing region is Western Europe with an average score of 66. 
The worst performing regions are Sub-Saharan Africa (average score 32) and Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia (average score 34)’[7]. 
 
2) Restrictions on civil rights 

Another major hindrance to government transparency and accountability is the restriction 
of civil rights. An example of this is the right to information. When citizens don’t have access to 
information on government affairs and decisions, this makes them unable to hold their 
governments accountable for their actions. The method through which accurate information is 
usually shared is through free media, as media that is controlled by the government will normally 
attempt to guide citizens to support the government by not providing sufficient information, or 

2 of 12 

https://www.transparency.org/glossary/term/political_corruption
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_shows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than
https://d.docs.live.net/ea987e9883c3d155/Documents/MUN/HIAMUN%20'19/HIAMUN%20Chair%20Report.docx#_ftn5
https://d.docs.live.net/ea987e9883c3d155/Documents/MUN/HIAMUN%20'19/HIAMUN%20Chair%20Report.docx#_ftn6
https://d.docs.live.net/ea987e9883c3d155/Documents/MUN/HIAMUN%20'19/HIAMUN%20Chair%20Report.docx#_ftn6
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017


 
 
 

even providing incorrect information. Governments with policies that do not support 
transparency will often maintain strict control on their media and limit freedom of expression 
through measures such as threatening and killing journalists that pursue stories which they 
wouldn’t like to be exposed. By doing so, the government is restricting citizens’ right to 
information. Transparency International’s 2017 report has found a link between violence against 
journalists and lack of transparency and accountability ‘Since 2012, 368 journalists died while 
pursuing stories and 96 per cent of those deaths were in countries with corrupt public sectors, ie 
where CPI scores are below 45’[8]. 

 
Another major civil liberty inextricably linked with this issue is freedom of association, 

defined as ‘The right to form societies, clubs, and other groups of people, and to meet with 
people individually, without interference by the government.’[9]. The reason why freedom of 
association is so vital is because it is what enables citizens to firm civil society organisations 
(CSOs). Along with the media, it is often these organisations which investigate and expose the 
wrongdoings of the government, and so non-transparent governments will often restrict this 
right.  
 
3) Rule of Law 

According to the World Justice Project, an NGO which works to ensure the rule of law 
around the world, a definition of rule of law can be comprised of the following universal 
principles: accountability of the government and private actors, just laws, open government, and 
accessible and impartial dispute resolution. Therefore, rule of law is evidently interlinked with 
the principles of accountability and transparency and is necessary to advance these principles. 

 
The World Justice Project compiles an annual Rule of Law Index in which it measures 

the extent of rule of law in different countries around the world, measured by looking at 9 major 
indicators, the most relevant of which are constraints on government power, absence of 
corruption, open government, and fundamental rights. It then gives countries a score out of 1.00, 
with 0 showing weakest rule of law and 1.00 showing strongest rule of law. In the 2017-2018 
Report, almost 40% of the 113 countries assessed achieved a score of 0.50 or below. Research 
also shows strong differences in rule of law across different regions. As seen in the figure below, 
the top performing region is EU and EFTA and NA (European Union, European Free Trade 
Association and North America) with an average score of 0.74, while the region with the 
weakest rule of law is South Asia, with an average score of 0.45. 
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Figure 2: Rule of law according to region[10] 

 
The World Justice Project also offers indexes that assess each of the 9 factors which make up 
rule of law. In the 2017-2018 Report’s assessment of government openness, one of the factors, 
almost half of the 113 countries researched fall below 0.50, again showing weak transparency.  
 
III.        Involved Countries and Organisations 
China: 

China ranked 77th in the 2017 CPI with a score of 41 (11). In a speech made in October 
2017 by the General Secretary of the Communist Party Xi Jinping, he claimed that in the past 
years strong action had been taken against corruption, however there remains little concrete 
evidence to suggest so, as China’s CPI scores have barely changed in the past years. 
Furthermore, the World Bank’s Governance indicators indicate other issues which pose a threat 
to transparency and accountability in China; ‘The World Bank’s World Governance Indicators 
place China in mid-range territory for “regulatory quality,”’ (11), regulatory quality measuring 
the government’s ability to implement and enforce strong laws. Furthermore, ‘China’s “rule of 
law” numbers, a subset of the World Bank indicators, are lower than the marks for regulatory 
quality.’. Although China is making an effort to combat corruption, this effort may fail if not 
combined with other measures ‘Some experts believe that Xi's anti-corruption campaign may 
struggle without stronger rule of law, freer mass media and a smaller role for government.’(12) 

Spain: 
In June 2018, Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy was ousted from the government after a 

corruption scandal was unearthed that involved many members of his ruling political party, the 
Popular Party. Although not the first scandal of its kind, its magnitude brought attention to the 
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corrupt environment of Spanish politics--in fact, the party with which the PP is being replaced, 
the Socialist Workers Party (PSOE), is currently undergoing its own corruption scandal. 
According to Transparency International, ‘Spain is the only large economy in Europe that does 
not have an access to information law making it hard for citizens and civil society to find out 
what the government is doing on issues ranging from public spending to procurement.’(13). 
However, Spain appears to be making effort to achieve better transparency and accountability- it 
joined the Open Government Partnership in 2011, later pledging that ‘The Government of Spain 
believes that transparency should be the core principle of public action.’ (14). Also, in the World 
Justice Project’s 2017-2018 Report, in the indicator ‘Open Government’, Spain achieved a score 
0.69, the 21st highest score in the world indicating a suitable degree of openness.  

United States of America: 
Although the U.S. has a relatively high CPI score of 75 according to the Transparency 

International 2017 report, and TI’s CPIs from recent years show little change in the level of 
corruption in the U.S, further research done by TI shows that public opinion has become more 
sceptical towards the government and sees that the government has become more corrupt, 
According to the report, ‘44 per cent of Americans believe that corruption is pervasive in the 
White House, up from 36 per cent in 2016’[15], and see that the government is ineffective in 
fighting corruption: ‘Almost 7 out of 10 people believe the government is failing to fight 
corruption, up from half in 2016’[16]. However, according to the World Justice Project the U.S 
government provides an acceptable degree of openness- in the 2017-2018 Report, the U.S 
achieved a score of 0.77 in the indicator of Open Government.  

Transparency International (TI): 
Established in 1993, TI is a non-governmental organisation that specialises in 

investigating and preventing corruption, and in promoting government transparency and 
accountability. Using the information it compiles, it creates an annual Corruption Perceptions 
Index (CPI) that assesses the level of corruption in over 180 countries worldwide. TI does 
valuable work in combating corruption, and with the introduction of the United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption, has been able to widen the scope of tasks it undertakes and carry 
out a more effective battle against corruption-- for example, in 2017 it exposed the son of 
Equatorial Guinea’s President Obiang for embezzling public money in order to fund his luxury 
lifestyle. 
 
Open Government Partnership:  
Open Government Partnership is an coalition established in 2011, consisting of 96 countries 
across the world. It aims to ‘provide an international platform for domestic reformers committed 
to making their governments more open, accountable, and responsive to citizens’[17]. It includes 
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both representatives from participant governments and civil society organisations. It tackles a 
number of themes such as anti-corruption, civic space, marginalised communities and more. 
 
IV.         Key Vocabulary 
Access to information/Right to information: ‘The right by law--often through freedom of 
information legislation (acts or laws)--to access key facts and data form the government and any 
public body’.[17] 
Accountability: ‘The concept that individuals, agencies and organisations (public, private and 
civil society) are held responsible for reporting their activities and executing their powers 
properly’[18]. 
Civil society: ‘Society considered as a community of citizens linked by common interests and 
collective activity’(19). Civil society encompasses groups such as NGO’s and other types of civil 
society organisations. 
Civil society organisations: ‘Non-State, not-for-profit, voluntary entities formed by people in the 
social sphere that are separate from the State and the market.’ (20) 
Corruption: ‘The abuse of entrusted power for private gain’. [21] 
Embezzlement: ‘When a person holding office in an institution, organisation or company 
dishonestly and illegally appropriates, uses or traffics funds and goods they have been entrusted 
with for personal enrichment or other activities’.[22] 
Transparency: ‘Characteristic of governments, organisations and individuals of being open in the 
clear disclosure of information, rules, plans, processes, and actions’.[23] 
Rule of law: ‘Legal and political systems, structures and practices that condition a government’s 
actions to protect citizens’ rights and liberties, maintain law and order, and encourage the 
effective functioning of the country’.[24] 
 
V.            Important Events & Chronology 
 

Date Event 

1993 Transparency International is founded 

1996  General Assembly resolution A/RES/51/59 
(Action Against Corruption) 

1997 The OECD Anti Bribery Convention is signed 

2003 United Nations Convention Against 
Corruption is adopted 
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2006 ECOSOC passes resolution 2006/24: 
International Cooperation in the Fight 

Against Corruption 

2006  The General Assembly passes resolution 
A/RES/61/39:The rule of law at the 

national and international levels  
 

2011 Open Government Partnership is formed 

2012 Resolution A/66/209 on accountability and 
transparency of public administration is 

passed by the General Assembly  

2017  Son of Equatorial Guinea President Obiang is 
imprisoned for corruption 

2018 Spanish Prime Minister is ousted after 
corruption claims are made against his 

political party 

 
VI.         Past Resolutions and Treaties 
UN Convention Against Corruption (General Assembly resolution 58/4):  
Adopted by the General Assembly in October 2003, UNCAC is the only legally binding 
universal document which tackles corruption. It has been signed and ratified by most member 
states, with notable exceptions being Syria, Somalia and North Korea (the first of which has 
signed but not ratified the treaty). The Convention covers five main areas: ‘preventive measures, 
criminalization and law enforcement, international cooperation, asset recovery, and technical 
assistance and information exchange.’[24] 
 
 
 
OECD Anti-Bribery Convention: 
The OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development) is an organisation 
consisting of 35 members that work together to achieve economic cooperation and encourage 
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economic development. In 1997, the OECD passed the Anti Bribery Convention which 
implemented measures to prevent bribery within OECD countries. 
 
VII.      Failed solution attempts 
 General Assembly Resolution A/RES/51/59 (Action Against Corruption): 
Merely lays down the principles to be followed by those in a position of power while failing to 
propose how it can be ensured that such principles are being followed. 
 
ECOSOC Resolution 2006/24 (International cooperation in the fight against 
corruption):  
Failed to take any decisive action against corruption or propose contemporary or creative 
methods to combat corruption- it merely calls upon states to sign and implement the United 
Nations Convention Against Corruption, and encourages states to employ solutions already in 
place. 
 
Resolution A/66/209 of the UN General Assembly: Promoting the efficiency, 
accountability, effectiveness and transparency of public administration by 
strengthening supreme audit institutions: 

Merely recognises previous solutions and the efforts of different institutions, while failing to 
suggest new practical strategies. 

 
VIII.   Guiding Questions 

● How transparent is your country’s government? 
● How much corruption is there in your country? 
● Is your country genuinely willing to take action to improve transparency and 

accountability? 
● Is your country a signatory of any bilateral or multilateral treaties related to transparency 

and accountability or corruption ? 
● Is your country a member of any coalitions such as the Open Government Partnership?  
● Is greater democracy the key to better accountability and transparency? 
● Can more restrictive governments still offer accountability and transparency to their 

citizens? 
● How important is access to information to enabling accountability and transparency? 
● Would forcing measures to improve accountability and transparency on countries be a 

violation of sovereignty? 
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● Could increased accountability and transparency possibly threaten national security? 
● Would a unified universal framework be suitable, or should countries be left to create 

their own national framework to deal with the unique affairs of their own countries? 
● How important is rule of law in achieving greater accountability and transparency? 

 
IX.          Possible solutions 

● The implementation of international and regional framework which implements more 
effective measures to improve transparency and accountability 

● The creation of a sub-committee to deal specifically with the issue and ensure that 
measures are being implemented 

● The forging of more effective partnerships between governments and NGO’s such as 
Transparency International  

● The establishment of effective monitoring and screening methods to monitor 
governments and ensure adherence to international framework and national laws  

● Taking advantage of partnerships such as the Open Government Partnership to.. 
● Establishing measures that allow NGO’s and CSO’s more freedom and reach as to allow 

them to do more effective work 
 
X.             Useful links 

● The Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index of 2017: 
Transparency International E.V. "Corruption Perceptions Index 2017."Transparency 
International - The Global Anti-Corruption Coalition. Transparency International, 21 
Feb. 2018. Web. 16 July 2018. 
<https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017>:  
The 2017 CPI- use this to find out the extent of corruption within your country, as 
assessed by Transparency International. 

● "Corruption Perceptions Index 2017 Shows High Corruption Burden in More than 
Two-thirds Of Countries." Transparency International 21 February 2018. Web. 
<https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/corruption_perceptions_index_2017_s
hows_high_corruption_burden_in_more_than:>: This further explains the findings of the 
2017 CPI, and will add to your understanding of the dimensions of the issue. 

● "United Nations Convention Against Corruption." United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime. N.p., 2004. Web. 
<https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/Publications/Convention/08-50026
_E.pdf> 

● "UNCAC in a Nutshell." Chr. Michelsen Institute. N.p., 2010. Web. 
<https://www.cmi.no/publications/file/3769-uncac-in-a-nutshell.pdf>: A breakdown of 
the UNCAC 
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● "Anti-corruption Glossary." Transparency International - The Global Anti-Corruption 
Coalition. N.p., n.d. Web. <https://www.transparency.org/glossary>: Transparency 
International’s Anti-Corruption Glossary 

● "World Justice Project 2018 Report." World Justice Project. N.p., June 2018. Web. 
<https://worldjusticeproject.org/sites/default/files/documents/WJP-ROLI-2018-June-Onli
ne-Edition_0.pdf>: The World Justice Project 2017-2018 Full Report- this will give you 
detailed information about your country’s progress in transparency, including a detailed 
breakdown of how it scores in different indicators  

● "ECOSOC Resolution 2006/24: International Cooperation in the Fight against 
Corruption." United Nations. United Nations, 2006.Web. 
<http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2006/resolution%202006-24.pdf> ECOSOC 
Resolution 2006/24 on combating corruption 

● "A/RES/51/59. Action against Corruption." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 
07 Aug. 2018 <http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/51/a51r059.htm>: GA resolution 
A/RES/51/59 on combating corruption 

● "Three Priorities at the Open Government Partnership Summit." Transparency 
International - The Global Anti-Corruption Coalition. N.p., 17 July 2018. Web. 
<https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/three_priorities_at_the_open_government_p
artnership_summit>: An article on the most recent OGP summit, to give you further 
information as to what OGP does  
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