
 
 

 

Committee: General Assembly 3 

Issue: The Prevention of Ethnic Cleansing 

Student Officer: Ayten Labib (General Assembly 3 Chair) 

I. Introduction 
“etničko čišćenje”  is a Serbo-Croatian expression that surfaced in the 1990s during the time of 1

the Yugoslav wars. In English, the expression translates to the term ‘ethnic cleansing’. Ethnic 
cleansing can be defined as a removal of a specific ethnic group from a territory or society by means 
of killing (genocide) or mass expulsion. Ethnic cleansing has been an issue since the time of the 
Assyrian Empire, when they had forced out millions of people to resettle out of conquered lands, 
which can be traced back to the seventh or ninth century . Since then, several cases of this violation of 2

human rights have been recorded throughout history. For example, in 1992 , the people of Bosnia had 3

been exposed to the atrocities of this war crime, and as a result, at least 90 percent of the annihilation 
caused had been considered to be ethnic cleansing.  

The UN, therefore, has established an office on genocide and the responsibility to protect in 
2005,  which deals with the prevention of these crimes, including ethnic cleansing. Although there are 4

no international treaties that address any specific crimes of ethnic cleansing, it is considered to be a 
crime against humanity under the International Criminal Court (ICC). Ethnic cleansing is now being 
seen in on-going cases, such as what is occurring in Myanmar and Darfur in Sudan. In most cases, 
ethnic cleansing comes under genocide in international law instead of being taken as an independent 
crime. Establishing methods of prevention in order to combat and eventually bring an end to ethnic 
cleansing is imperative to protecting the rights of citizens on an international scale.  
 

II. Involved Countries and Organizations 

Myanmar  

Myanmar’s involvement with this issue is apparent despite the numerous denials made by its 
government, including its Nobel Peace Prize winning state counsellor, Aung San Suu Kyi . "I don't 5

think there is ethnic cleansing going on,”  states Suu Kyi in an interview with BBC, "I think ethnic 6

1 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. United 
Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017.<http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.html>. 
2 History.com Staff. "Ethnic Cleansing." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.history.com/topics/ethnic-cleansing>. 
3 Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 
4 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. United 
Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/index.html>. 
5 "Profile: Aung San Suu Kyi." BBC News. BBC, 05 Dec. 2016. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11685977>. 
6 Reuters. "Aung San Suu Kyi Denies Ethnic Cleansing in Myanmar despite UN Report into Mass Killings of 
Rohingya Muslims." The Telegraph. Telegraph Media Group, 06 Apr. 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/04/06/aung-san-suu-kyi-myanmar-leader-says-no-ethnic-cleansing-rohi
ngya/>. 
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cleansing is too strong an expression to use for what is happening.” There are 1 million stateless 
Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine and at least 75,000 that have fled to Bangladesh. Another 1,000  are 7

feared to have been killed by the Myanmar army crackdowns. These muslims are being persecuted by 
Myanmar’s predominantly Buddhist community, consisting of 52 million people . The Rohingya 8

Muslims are viewed to be intruders from Bangladesh by the Buddhists and are not recognized as 
citizens. Those muslims who had left for Bangladesh are being pushed back and are denied entrance 
into the country. They are also not considered to be citizens in Bangladesh. Many people have been 
found hiding in an area between Bangladesh and Myanmar without food or medical equipment.  

Many human rights organizations such as Amnesty International have been given a long list of 
the human rights violations from the victims of the cleansing. These violations are being carried out by 
the Myanmar army. Some examples of the violations would be how security forces being accused of 
burning down villages, firing at people, raping women and girls, and arresting the innocent . In spite of 9

these allegations, Myanmar declined visas to a team of UN personnel, journalists, and other human 
rights monitors who would investigate the abuse of the Rohingya Muslims by the rest of Myanmar’s 
Buddhist population . 10

 
Sudan 

One of the most recent cases of ethnic cleansing, the crimes that have taken place in Darfur, 
Sudan has shocked the world. The country of Sudan has been locked in civil war on three different 
occasions before the ethnic cleansing took place. As of November 2013, more than 300,000  people 11

have been killed as a result of ethnic cleansing in Darfur. Although South Sudan had recently gotten 
their independence from the north on July 9, 2011 , violence has not decreased in the region and has, 12

7 Reuters. "More than 1,000 Rohingya Feared Killed in Myanmar Crackdown, Say UN Officials." The 
Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 09 Feb. 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/more-than-1000-rohingya-feared-killed-in-myanmar-crackdo
wn-say-un-officials>. 
8 Peck, Grant. "What's behind the Persecution of Burma's Rohingya Muslims?" The Independent. Independent 
Digital News and Media, 01 Dec. 2016. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-rohingya-muslims-whats-behind-persecution-aung-san-
suu-kyi-a7449126.html>. 
9 "Amnesty International." Bangladesh Pushes Back Rohingya Refugees amid Collective Punishment in 
Myanmar. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/11/bangladesh-pushes-back-rohingya-refugees-amid-collective-
punishment-in-myanmar/>. 
10 Reuters. "More than 1,000 Rohingya Feared Killed in Myanmar Crackdown, Say UN Officials." The 
Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 09 Feb. 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/more-than-1000-rohingya-feared-killed-in-myanmar-crackdo
wn-say-un-officials>. 
11 "UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year." UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year - Al Jazeera 
English. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/11/un-displaced-violence-darfur-20131114132610566629.html>. 
12 Fisher, Max. "9 Questions about South Sudan You Were Too Embarrassed to Ask." The Washington Post. 
WP Company, 30 Dec. 2013. Web. 31 July 2017. 
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in fact, increased in 2016 and 2017 . One of the biggest contributors to this violence were the 13

Janjaweed, a militia supported by the Sudanese government before the country was split into north and 
south Sudan. The group, led by Musa Hilal was created in order to fight the rebel groups, particularly 
the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) . Instead, the 14

Janjaweed have terrorized the people of Darfur. Rape, chemical attacks, and the destruction of 
religious buildings such as mosques are among some of the acts this group has been charged of. 

 About 2.5 million  people have been moved to Internally Displaced Persons camps due to the 15

levels of violence the group has displayed because of the tension between the two groups. The 
Sudanese government had also delayed the UN visas to investigate this issue in the past. "Our position 
is clear, that what has been going on is not a genocide, this is an American attempt to use a 
humanitarian situation for a political agenda,”  states Dr Mustafa Osman Ismail, the Sudanese foreign 16

minister. This quote means that the foreign minister of Sudan believes that American interference 
won’t be for the sole purpose of improving the humanitarian state of Sudan and that the American 
authorities have a hidden agenda that Sudan wants no part of. The Sudanese government has denied 
any claims made about such acts and state that the death toll numbers have been greatly exaggerated . 17

Bosnia 

During the beginning of 1992 , more than a million non-Serbs have been displaced in Bosnia 18

due to ethnic cleansing . Bosnia and Herzegovina had just gained her independence from Yugoslavia 19

when the gruesome process later recognized as ethnic cleansing had begun to take place . The 20

Bosnian Serb Army (BSA), which was created by the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA), was one of the 
main contributors to the destruction that would take place in Bosnia. In a 1994 US Central 
Intelligence Agency (C.I.A) report, it was stated that; “Information from refugee debriefings indicates 
that these actions were carried out jointly by the Bosnian Serb internal affairs "ministry" under the 

<https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2013/12/30/9-questions-about-south-sudan-you-were-t
oo-embarrassed-to-ask/?utm_term=.274feeda00b1>. 
13 Letters. "There's More Violence in Darfur Now, Not Less | Letters." The Guardian. Guardian News and 
Media, 02 May 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/02/theres-more-violence-in-darfur-now-not-less>. 
14"FAILING DARFUR." Human Rights Watch. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.hrw.org/legacy/features/darfur/fiveyearson/report4.html#logo>. 
15"11 Facts About Darfur." DoSomething.org. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-darfur>. 
16 "Genocide | Page 9 of 16." DevelopmentEducation.ie. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://developmenteducation.ie/feature/genocide/9/>. 
17 "Sudan: Government Commits 'Ethnic Cleansing' in Darfur." Human Rights Watch. N.p., 17 Apr. 2015. Web. 
31 July 2017. <https://www.hrw.org/news/2004/05/07/sudan-government-commits-ethnic-cleansing-darfur>. 
18 "Bosnia-Herzegovina Profile - Timeline." BBC News. BBC, 09 May 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17212376>. 
19 Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 
20 History.com Staff. "Bosnian Genocide." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.history.com/topics/bosnian-genocide>. 
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direction of the Serbian Democratic Party.”  The main targets for the army were the Croats and more 21

specifically, the Muslims. The BSA effectively destroyed Muslim villages, ran concentration camps 
where women and girls were raped and the remaining boys and men were tortured and killed. Another 
C.I.A report stated that “The vast majority of refugee accounts corroborated by information from the 
UN, international relief organizations indicate that ethnic Serbs are probably responsible for at least 
90 percent of the destruction, displacement, and loss of life associated with ethnic cleansing in 
Bosnia.”   22

The ethnic Serbs were the ones responsible for the cleansing that had occurred and they were 
the group who initiated the violence. As a response to the atrocities, The International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was created by the UN in 1993 and has effectively brought 
justice to the victims of the cleansing by charging over 160 people who were responsible, from heads 
of state to military and police leaders . This was a breakthrough for the UN, since it was a working, 23

long term solution that later aided in other conflicts of the same nature. The Bosnian conflict was 
ultimately settled in December 1995, when The Dayton Peace Accords was negotiated, which 
encouraged peace and stability . Both parties had agreed to have multiple international organizations 24

watch over the different parts of the agreement and to see to that everything was as agreed upon.Thus, 
the conflict was ended . 25

 

UNHCR  

An organization that is widely known for its work with refugees, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been involved with many refugees in trying to seek 
asylum. Established on January 1, 1951 by the General assembly , the UNHCR’s mission is to ensure 26

the welfare and safety of refugees and to find them sanctuary during their plight. It also aims to find 
long lasting solutions to their issues, and eventually help them return to their home country . The 27

UNHCR also work with Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) which are a result of ethnic cleansing, 
since the target of ethnic cleansing is to remove a certain group from an area, leaving people displaced 
and without shelter. The UNHCR’s mission statement declares that the  “UNHCR seeks to reduce 
situations of forced displacement by encouraging states and other institutions to create conditions 

21 Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 
22 Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 
23 "United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." About the ICTY | International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.icty.org/en/about>. 
24 U.S. Department of State. U.S. Department of State, n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<https://www.state.gov/p/eur/rls/or/dayton/>. 
25 Genocide in Bosnia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.hmh.org/la_Genocide_Bosnia.shtml>. 
26 THE DETENTION OF REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS BY REASON OF THEIR 
UNAUTHORISED ENTRY OR PRESENCE. Rep. UNHCR, July 2007. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4950f39f2.pdf>. 
27Dz. UNHCR Mission Statement. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://unhcr.org.ua/en/contact-us/basic-facts/27-basicfact>. 
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which are conducive to the protection of human rights and the peaceful resolution of disputes.” Their 
work consists of providing clean water, health care, shelter and blankets, household supplies, and on 
occasion, food. They hold projects that generate money in order to resettle those who have been 
displaced. Its presence was noticed in countries dealing with ethnic cleansing such as Myanmar and 
Bosnia. For example, the UNHCR has done many things for Myanmar, such as raising money for the 
people of Myanmar to be resettled, to build shelters, etc. It has also thought of the long term goals for 
the country, which are to establish peace between the government and armed groups and finally return 
home . The UNHCR’s work is present in 130 countries  and has won a Nobel peace prize for its 28 29

work in Europe in 1954 .  30

 
OHCHR 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is an 
organization that works to protect the rights of all people. Established in 1993 by the General 
Assembly , the OHCHR has been the representative of the world’s commitment to human rights. The 31

OHCHR states that the “OHCHR works with governments, legislatures, courts, national institutions, 
civil society, regional and international organizations, and the United Nations system to develop and 
strengthen capacity, particularly at the national level, for the protection of human rights in accordance 
with international norms.”  The OHCHR start by analyzing the human rights situation in the country 32

that they are assisting they then form a strategy for the country in order to strengthen and protect 
human rights. The UN country team then guides the country through the approved strategy. The 
OHCHR often carries out fact-gathering missions at the request of Member States in order to 
investigate human rights violations. By the end of 2016, the OHCHR had established offices in 
various locations, including the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Cambodia and Yemen . One 33

example of its work with ethnic cleansing is with South Sudan and the issues it is enduring. The 
OHCHR has been authorized to “monitor and report on the situation of human rights in South Sudan 
and make recommendations for its improvement.”  Its work has helped improve the human rights 34

situations of many countries around the world. 

28 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "Myanmar Fact Sheet." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 
2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/50001cf99/myanmar-fact-sheet.html>. 
29 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "Where We Work." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 
2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work.html>. 
30United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "History of UNHCR." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 
2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html>. 
31 OHCHR | Brief History. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/BriefHistory.aspx>. 
32 OHCHR | Mission Statement. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/MissionStatement.aspx>. 
33 OHCHR | Our Work in the Field. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/Pages/WorkInField.aspx>. 
34 "Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan." OHCHR | Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan. 
N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/CoHSouthSudan/Pages/Index.aspx>. 
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III. Focused Overview of the Issue 
 

1) Ethnic Cleansing and What It Is  

Ethnic cleansing by definition is “… a purposeful policy designed by one ethnic or religious 
group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the civilian population of another ethnic or 
religious group from certain geographic areas.”  This is how the term is described in UN report 35

S/1994/674. In other words, ethnic cleansing is the forced exodus of a targeted group by means of 
terror-inducing violence. The ultimate goal of ethnic cleansing is to establish an ‘ethnically pure’ 
society by removing those who are not wanted due to being considered as the inferiors of society. 
Needless to say, ethnic cleansing is not a new issue and has been around for quite some time although 
how and when people began practicing the act of ethnic cleansing is a much disputed topic. The idea 
of ethnic cleansing is that one race or ethnicity is superior to another race or ethnicity. The result of 
this is that the “superior” race tries to achieve ethnic purity by pushing out the lesser and weaker race. 
According to Andrew Bell-Fialkoff’s “A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing,”  it is estimated that 36

mankind has been practicing ethnic cleansing since the time of the Assyrians when they pushed out 
millions from their conquered lands or in other words, during the 8th century BCE . The term itself 37

has been put into use during the cleansing that took place in Bosnia-Herzegovina after the downfall of 
the former Yugoslavia. As it had been stated before, the term, “etničko čišćenje”  had surfaced during 38

this time, and has since then become the name for the atrocious war crime. The case of the former 
Yugoslavia was not the first nor was it the last time ethnic cleansing had occurred, the most recent 
cases being the cleansing that is going on in Darfur and in Myanmar. The idea of ethnic cleansing and 
superiority has clearly continued to appeal to communities and due to this, there are 1 million muslims 
suffering in Myanmar and 2.5 million who have had to move from their homes due to ethnic cleansing 
in Darfur. There have been various cases of ethnic cleansing throughout the years and there is still a 
search in order to find an effective prevention method for this systematic violence. 

2) Human Rights Violations of Ethnic Cleansing 

At its core, ethnic cleansing is a procedure comprised of many methods used to kill or drive a 
specific population out of a particular area (for example: a country). This is, again, all due to the 
ideology that one ethnic group is superior to another and in order to reach ethnic purity, the group that 
considers itself to be superior systematically removes the weaker group from the area of which they 
co-exist in.There are various methods that are used in order to implement ethnic cleansing and its 

35"United Nations Official Document." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S%2F1994%2F674>. 
36 Bell-Fialkoff, Andrew. "A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing." Foreign Affairs. N.p., 28 Jan. 2009. Web. 31 
July 2017. <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1993-06-01/brief-history-ethnic-cleansing>. 
37 History.com Staff. "Ethnic Cleansing." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.history.com/topics/ethnic-cleansing>. 
38 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. United 
Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.html>. 
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ideology. These methods may include: torture, rape, unjustified arrests, and physically injuring the 
targeted population. These methods are also comprised of the pushing of the targeted population to 
one location, forced deportation and displacement, intentional military threats and attacks on the 
targeted population, as well as attacks on hospitals and those who work in such institutions. Finally, 
the destruction of religious grounds and buildings, theft or destruction of personal property and even 
sending citizens to detention camps are considered to be main methods of ethnic cleansing . In the 39

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide case, applications state that 
“Victims spoke of the use of intimidation and violence to induce them to leave their homes …”  For 40

example, about 1,300,000  of the people who were displaced in the Bosnian ethnic cleansing were 41

Muslim, and at least 7000  men and boys were killed in the Srebrenica genocide in Bosnia. In the 42

Darfur ethnic cleansing, 2.5 million  people were displaced and about 300,000  were reportedly 43 44

killed. The list of deaths and displacement just goes on.Undoubtably, ethnic cleansing violates the 
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) due 
to its use of massive systematic violence and its breach of basic human rights. For example, ethnic 
cleansing breaches article five of the UDHR when it states: 

“No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.”  45

Ethnic cleansing is defined as a crime against humanity. The UN has even established The 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)  in order to bring justice to those 46

affected due to the events in Bosnia-Herzegovina by trying those who have been a part of or 
contributed in the cleaning and bringing them to justice despite their social, political, or military 
ranking. Thus, the inhumane acts of terror that make up ethnic cleansing clearly violate international 
law on every level. 

3) The Difference Between Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide  

39 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. United 
Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.html>. 
40 Customary IHL - Section C. Ethnic Cleansing. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_cou_asug-6e9daj_rule129_sectionc>. 
41 Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 
42Daalder, Ivo H. "Decision to Intervene: How the War in Bosnia Ended." Brookings. Brookings, 28 July 2016. 
Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.brookings.edu/articles/decision-to-intervene-how-the-war-in-bosnia-ended/>. 
43 "11 Facts About Darfur." DoSomething.org. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-darfur>. 
44 "UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year." UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year - Al Jazeera 
English. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/11/un-displaced-violence-darfur-20131114132610566629.html>. 
45 "Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 22 Aug. 2017. 
<http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/>. 
46"United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." About the ICTY | International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.icty.org/en/about>. 
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Before distinguishing the differences between ethnic cleansing and genocide, both must be 
explained thoroughly. As it has been stated previously, ethnic cleansing is the removal of an ethnic 
group from an area. The methods used to commence the removal are violent and terrorizing. The goal 
of ethnic cleansing is to achieve an ethnically pure area without necessarily killing off the unwanted 
population. On the other hand, genocide is a strategy with the intent of killing off the unwanted 
population entirely. Genocide can be split into two parts; a mental element and a physical element. 
The mental element is the intent to destroy the targeted population. The physical element, is comprised 
of five main acts, as per described in the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide . 47

These acts are: the killing of the members in the targeted group, causing fatal physical or mental injury 
to the targeted group, intentionally impose living conditions on the targeted group that shall 
deliberately cause physical destruction, implementing ways to put a stop to births in the targeted 
community, and relocate the children of the group to another group. The goals of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide may seem to be the same, nevertheless, ethnic cleansing does not entail the eradication of the 
group, while genocide does. Despite this, there are many cases that are considered to be a genocide 
while at other times, be considered as an ethnic cleansing. This is because what actually separates 
ethnic cleansing and genocide is the intent. There have been limitless debates and cases that dealt with 
the issue when, as Norman Naimark had stated, “ethnic cleansing bleeds into genocide.”  The 48

difference between these two war crimes is why there must be different prevention methods for each 
individual crime. 

4) Methods Taken for The Prevention of Ethnic Cleansing 

It is imperative that ethnic cleansing should be prevented, but the true question is, how? Since 
ethnic cleansing is, in many cases, associated with genocide, it generally comes under genocide in 
international law. The act of ethnic cleansing is not considered to be an independent crime under 
international law , but the UN believes that it should be. Back in 1993, as it has been mentioned 49

previously, the UN had established The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY) as a retaliation to the ethnic cleansing that had occurred in Bosnia-Herzegovina. They charged 
over 160 individual people who were responsible for the occurrence of the war crime. By doing this, 
the ICTY’s goal is to prevent the crime from happening again in the future by proving that one can be 
brought to justice, no matter the rank. The ICTY wants to protect “entire communities from being 
labelled as ‘collectively responsible’ ” . In spite of that fact, ethnic cleansing is still a problem to this 50

day, because although these crimes are condemned, it doesn't stop people from committing them. Most 
of today’s solutions work towards post-conflict resolution, such as the ICTY and its efforts or the 
peace accords such as the Dayton Peace Accord. There are also solutions to protect people during the 

47 N.p., n.d. Web. <http://www.preventgenocide.org/genocide/officialtext-printerfriendly.htm>. 
48 Violence, Online Encyclopedia of Mass. "Ethnic Cleansing." Online Encyclopedia of Mass Violence. N.p., 
n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://web.archive.org/web/20160306173512/http://www.massviolence.org/Ethnic-Cleansing>. 
49 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. United 
Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.html>. 
50 "United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." About the ICTY | 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.icty.org/en/about>. 
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crisis itself, just as the UNHCR has been doing with multiple countries,  when the present and real 
issue is how these crimes can be stopped before they actually occur. 

III.  

IV. Key Vocabulary 

Ethnic cleansing: The forced removal of a targeted population by another population in a given area.  

Genocide: The mass killing of a targeted population with the intention of their eradication. 

Internally Displaced Person (IDP): Someone who is forced to leave their home yet stay within their 
country’s borders. The government recognizes them and is expected to aid them.  

Exodus: A mass departure or evacuation. 

Detention camps: A camp where people such as prisoners of war are held captive. 

IV.  

V. Important Events & Chronology 

Date (Day/Month/Year) Event 

1993 
The International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia was established, 
bringing justice to the conflict and aiding in creating solutions for future 
conflicts. 

December 1995 The Dayton Peace Accords were signed, marking the end of the Bosnian 
ethnic cleansing. 

2011- present The beginning of Darfur ethnic cleansing, which is the world’s most 
recent case of ethnic cleansing.  

23 October, 2009 
The Kampala Convention was adopted, establishing the government’s 
role in helping IDPs and protecting their rights during conflicts such as 
ethnic cleansing.  

V.  

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

"Ethnic cleansing" and racial hatred 
The UN’s General Assembly has passed resolution number 47/80 on the 16th of 

December, 1992.  Link to the resolution: 
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/47/a47r080.htm 

The resolution condemns the practice of ethnic cleansing and orders those in charge of these 
acts to bring them to an end in clause number one, four, and five. The resolution goes on to 
criticize those who are responsible and sees the need to bring them to justice individually and 
this can be seen in clause number two. The resolution urges all member states to aid in ending 
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all forms of ethnic cleansing in clause number six. The resolution, although it establishes 
different countries views on ethnic cleansing, does not take any action and does not find 
feasible solutions in order to  prevent ethnic cleansing or set guidelines for its prevention. 

Kampala Convention  51

Adopted on October 23rd 2009, the Kampala Convention was created in order to protect and 
aid Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Africa. The Kampala Convention, made by the African 
Union, sets a legal definition for what an internally displaced person is and who that concerns. The 
convention’s main goals are to prevent and put an end to the plethora of causes that create internally 
displaced persons and assist them. It also sets a framework in which member states will cooperate in 
order to create and implement lasting solutions to this issue. This treaty is of major importance due to 
the fact that it is the first continental treaty that affirms the government’s role in protecting and 
ensuring these people’s safety during a conflict or natural or man-made disaster (including climate 
change) and forbids armed groups such as soldiers from displacing people when not necessary. This is 
viewed as being a step forward since the convention actually makes the government responsible for its 
actions, which has never been the case. The convention succeeded in holding those accountable for 
their actions and providing legal framework for the protection of internally displaced persons. Out of 
54 member states in the African Union, only 25 have ratified the Kampala Convention, including 
Chad, Nigeria, Mali, and Zimbabwe . This convention is relevant to ethnic cleansing because 52

internally displaced persons are a result of ethnic cleansing. The goal of ethnic cleansing is to remove 
a group of people from an area, thus leaving them displaced within their own country. Having a 
framework for IDPs helps the victims of ethnic cleansing maintain their rights and creates solutions for 
these people during such a crisis.  

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

During the Bosnian ethnic cleansing, the UN had set to establish ‘safe’ zones where 
peacekeepers would be deployed for the persecuted Bosnian Muslims. The area, Srebrenica in Bosnia, 
was to be demilitarized and the 60,000  Bosnian Muslims were told that they were under the 53

protection of the United Nations. This same area was taken over in 1995 by the Bosnian Serbs, who 
had been planning this take over. There was no resistance from the UN’s side and thousands of 
Muslim men and boys were killed by this assault. The UN’s decision to not act during this time in 

51 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "African Union Convention for the Protection and 
Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention)." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 
2017. 
<http://www.unhcr.org/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/african-union-convention-protection-assistance-interna
lly-displaced-persons.html>. 
52 Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) - Norwegian Refugee Council. IDMC » The Kampala 
Convention. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.internal-displacement.org/sub-saharan-africa/kampala-convention/>. 
53 Daalder, Ivo H. "Decision to Intervene: How the War in Bosnia Ended." Brookings. Brookings, 28 July 2016. 
Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.brookings.edu/articles/decision-to-intervene-how-the-war-in-bosnia-ended/>. 
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order not to sacrifice its tendency to remain neutral had resulted in the massacre seen in Srebrenica . 54

This decision gave way to the Serbs and their systematic violence. The Srebrenica genocide was on a 
scale that hadn't been witnessed since World War II. Preventative measures could have been taken 
from the start in order to have avoided the entire issue. The UN acknowledged that it had failed in 
protecting the people of Srebrenica . Clearly, this solution had failed in preventing the ethnic 55

cleansing that had been going on originally and due to the lack of action taken, the issue had finally 
resulted in a genocide. 

 

VIII. Possible Solutions 

Whether they be military or diplomatic, the types of solutions needed to prevent or put an end to 
ethnic cleansing must be met with no tolerance.  

Long term solutions: 

• Establish international, non-biased laws towards different ethnic groups, such as insuring 
that those with different ethnicities are treated as equals to the rest of the community  

• Create suitable and individual punishments for those who are involved with the practice 
of ethnic cleansing, regardless of social standing  

Short term solutions: 

• Putting an arms embargo into effect  

• Effectively demilitarizing the area 

• Establishing safe areas  

• Using military and diplomatic force to control those committing ethnic cleansing 

• Exercise Responsibility To Protect 

VIII.  

IX. Useful Links 

For more on understanding ethnic cleansing: 

54 Crossette, Barbara. "U.N. Details Its Failure to Stop '95 Bosnia Massacre." The New York Times. The New 
York Times, 15 Nov. 1999. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.nytimes.com/1999/11/16/world/un-details-its-failure-to-stop-95-bosnia-massacre.html>. 
55 "Human Rights Watch." The Fall of Srebrenica and the Failure of UN Peacekeeping Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(1995): n. pag. Oct. 1995. Web. 3 Sept. 2017. 
<https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/bosnia1095web.pdf>. 
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"United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. 
United Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/
index.html>. 

 
History.com Staff. "Ethnic Cleansing." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 July 

2017. <http://www.history.com/topics/ethnic-cleansing>. 
 

For more on the organizations mentioned previously: 

OHCHR | Mission Statement. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/MissionStatement.aspx>. 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "History of UNHCR." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html>. 
 

For information on the ICTY: 

"United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." About the ICTY | 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<http://www.icty.org/en/about>. 

For more on the diplomatic and military solutions: 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) - Norwegian Refugee Council. IDMC » The 
Kampala Convention. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.internal-displacement.org/sub-saharan-africa/kampala-convention/>. 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "African Union Convention for the Protection and 

Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention)." UNHCR. N.p., 
n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.unhcr.org/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/african-union-convention-protection-a
ssistance-internally-displaced-persons.html>. 

 

Customary IHL - Section C. Ethnic Cleansing. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_cou_asug-6e9daj_rule129_sectionc>
. 

 

 

X. Works Cited 

"Amnesty International." Bangladesh Pushes Back Rohingya Refugees amid Collective Punishment 
in Myanmar. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/

12 

http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/
http://www.history.com/topics/ethnic-cleansing
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/MissionStatement.aspx
http://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html
http://www.icty.org/en/about
http://www.internal-displacement.org/sub-saharan-africa/kampala-convention/
http://www.unhcr.org/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/african-union-convention-protection-assistance-internally-displaced-persons.html
http://www.unhcr.org/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/african-union-convention-protection-assistance-internally-displaced-persons.html
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_cou_asug-6e9daj_rule129_sectionc


 
 

 

2016/11/bangladesh-pushes-back-rohingya-refugees-amid-collective-punishment-in-
myanmar/>. 

 
Bell-Fialkoff, Andrew. "A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing." Foreign Affairs. N.p., 28 Jan. 2009. Web. 

31 July 2017. <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1993-06-01/brief-history-
ethnic-cleansing>. 
 

"Bosnia-Herzegovina Profile - Timeline." BBC News. BBC, 09 May 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17212376>. 
 

Bosnia: Serb Ethnic Cleansing. Rep. Central Intelligence Agency, 01 Dec. 1994. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/1994-12-01a.pdf>. 

 
 "Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan." OHCHR | Commission on Human Rights in South 

Sudan. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/CoHSouthSudan/Pages/Index.aspx>. 

 
Crossette, Barbara. "U.N. Details Its Failure to Stop '95 Bosnia Massacre." The New York Times. 

The New York Times, 15 Nov. 1999. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.nytimes.com/
1999/11/16/world/un-details-its-failure-to-stop-95-bosnia-massacre.html>. 

 
Customary IHL - Section C. Ethnic Cleansing. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_cou_asug-6e9daj_rule129_sectionc>. 
 
Daalder, Ivo H. "Decision to Intervene: How the War in Bosnia Ended." Brookings. Brookings, 28 

July 2016. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.brookings.edu/articles/decision-to-intervene-
how-the-war-in-bosnia-ended/>. 

 
Dz. UNHCR Mission Statement. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://unhcr.org.ua/en/contact-us/

basic-facts/27-basicfact>. 
 
"11 Facts About Darfur." DoSomething.org. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://

www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-darfur>. 
 
"FAILING DARFUR." Human Rights Watch. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.hrw.org/

legacy/features/darfur/fiveyearson/report4.html#logo>. 
 
Fisher, Max. "9 Questions about South Sudan You Were Too Embarrassed to Ask." The Washington 

Post. WP Company, 30 Dec. 2013. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.washingtonpost.com/
news/worldviews/wp/2013/12/30/9-questions-about-south-sudan-you-were-too-
embarrassed-to-ask/?utm_term=.274feeda00b1>. 

 
"Genocide | Page 9 of 16." DevelopmentEducation.ie. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://

developmenteducation.ie/feature/genocide/9/>. 

13 



 
 

 

 
Genocide in Bosnia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.hmh.org/

la_Genocide_Bosnia.shtml>. 
 
History.com Staff. "Bosnian Genocide." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 

July 2017. <http://www.history.com/topics/bosnian-genocide>. 
 
History.com Staff. "Ethnic Cleansing." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 31 July 

2017. <http://www.history.com/topics/ethnic-cleansing>. 
 
 "Human Rights Watch." The Fall of Srebrenica and the Failure of UN Peacekeeping Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (1995): n. pag. Oct. 1995. Web. 3 Sept. 2017. 
<https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/bosnia1095web.pdf>. 

 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) - Norwegian Refugee Council. IDMC » The 

Kampala Convention. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.internal-displacement.org/sub-
saharan-africa/kampala-convention/>. 

 
Letters. "There's More Violence in Darfur Now, Not Less | Letters." The Guardian. Guardian News 

and Media, 02 May 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/
may/02/theres-more-violence-in-darfur-now-not-less>. 

 
N.p., n.d. Web. <http://www.preventgenocide.org/genocide/officialtext-printerfriendly.htm>. 
 
OHCHR | Brief History. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/

BriefHistory.aspx>. 
 

OHCHR | Mission Statement. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/
Pages/MissionStatement.aspx>. 

 
OHCHR | Our Work in the Field. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.ohchr.org/EN/

Countries/Pages/WorkInField.aspx>. 
 
"Profile: Aung San Suu Kyi." BBC News. BBC, 05 Dec. 2016. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://

www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11685977>. 
 
Reuters. "Aung San Suu Kyi Denies Ethnic Cleansing in Myanmar despite UN Report into Mass 

Killings of Rohingya Muslims." The Telegraph. Telegraph Media Group, 06 Apr. 2017. 
Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/04/06/aung-san-suu-kyi-
myanmar-leader-says-no-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya/>. 

 
Reuters. "More than 1,000 Rohingya Feared Killed in Myanmar Crackdown, Say UN Officials." 

The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 09 Feb. 2017. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://

14 



 
 

 

www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/09/more-than-1000-rohingya-feared-killed-in-
myanmar-crackdown-say-un-officials>. 

 
"Sudan: Government Commits 'Ethnic Cleansing' in Darfur." Human Rights Watch. N.p., 17 Apr. 

2015. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://www.hrw.org/news/2004/05/07/sudan-government-
commits-ethnic-cleansing-darfur>. 

 
THE DETENTION OF REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS BY REASON OF THEIR 

UNAUTHORISED ENTRY OR PRESENCE. Rep. UNHCR, July 2007. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://
www.refworld.org/pdfid/4950f39f2.pdf>. 

 
Violence, Online Encyclopedia of Mass. "Ethnic Cleansing." Online Encyclopedia of Mass Violence. 

N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <https://web.archive.org/web/20160306173512/http://
www.massviolence.org/Ethnic-Cleansing>. 

 
"UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year." UN: 460,000 Displaced in Darfur This Year - Al 

Jazeera English. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/
2013/11/un-displaced-violence-darfur-20131114132610566629.html>. 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "African Union Convention for the Protection 

and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention)." UNHCR. 
N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/
african-union-convention-protection-assistance-internally-displaced-persons.html>. 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "History of UNHCR." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 

31 July 2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/history-of-unhcr.html>. 
 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "Myanmar Fact Sheet." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 
Sept. 2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/50001cf99/myanmar-fact-sheet.html>. 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "Where We Work." UNHCR. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 

July 2017. <http://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work.html>. 
 
"United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia." About the ICTY | 

International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 
<http://www.icty.org/en/about>. 

 
"United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. 

United Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-
cleansing.html>. 

 
"United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. 

United Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. <http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/
index.html>. 

15 



 
 

 

 
"United Nations Official Document." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 31 July 2017. 

<http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S%2F1994%2F674>. 
 

"Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 22 Aug. 2017. 
<http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/>. 

 

U.S. Department of State. U.S. Department of State, n.d. Web. 03 Sept. 2017. 
<https://www.state.gov/p/eur/rls/or/dayton/>. 

16 


