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I. Introduction 
The topic of means of gathering information and working in international affairs is a topic that is 

considered quite delicate in the legal community, as it is a topic that crosses many fine lines in the legal 
aspect, in regards to the stipulations set in the international community. The main core of the issue, in 
summary, revolves around how the intelligence used in international organizations is gathered, in regards 
to the methods in which the intelligence is gathered [either those following the confines of set regulations, 
or through illicit ways which will be further explored throughout the remainder of this report]. In order to 
understand and set a framework for intelligence agencies regarding the means of gathering information 
and working in international affairs, it is key to understand what the term intelligence actually means in 
the sense of this topic. Although it is difficult to define such a broad term into one sentence, the main 
definition is that intelligence [or at least in the context of this topic] is the obtaining or dispensing of 
information, particularly secret information [Webster’s Unabridged]. This intelligence is usually 
gathered and processed through intelligence agencies, of which are government entities. The most notable 
intelligence agencies may be noted such as the CIA [Central Intelligence Agency], MI5, the FBI [Federal 
Investigation Bureau], and many more. There are indeed privately owned intelligence agencies around the 
world, however they do not obtain any secret or dangerous intelligence, as that is the government-owned 
intelligence agencies job. 

 
However, the question may arise as to what these intelligence agencies actually do with the 

information they gather and collect, which the answer to would be that these intelligence agencies 
gather information for the federal government to uphold national security and make decisions 
moving forward. That is why communication and the gathering of information between intelligence 
agencies are quintessential in preventing and combatting threats to a nation. Intelligence can be used to 
prevent short term discrepancies, or overseeing a broad threat that may come. The results of the failure to 
gather or transfer information at the correct time can lead to catastrophic incidents, such as 9/11 
[norazlynn.wordpress.com]. However, there must be a relevant point brought up which is of the 
distinction between information and intelligence, in that the difference lies in the secret nature of 
intelligence and the fact that that term relates to the carrying out of covert operations. The issue of which 
this topic surrounds is the means of gathering information, and its appliance in international affairs, 
which, at times, maybe be illicit and break government rulings, and so it is essential a framework be 
formed. 
 
II. Involved Countries and Organizations 
 
United States of America 

The Central Intelligence Agency, US's intelligence agency, is one of the most important 
entities in the world. This secret service agency has been known to work secretly in order to 



 
 
 
 

protect US’s national security and to eliminate any threats against the United States. The CIA has 
been known to break both US law and international by using torturing method in order to gather 
intelligence. Although the United States ratified the United Nations convention against torture, 
the CIA still uses methods of torture such as “sleep deprivation”, “waterboarding”, “painful 
stress positions, and many other methods of torture, in order to get information in which they 
claim that they use in order to protect their national security, because it is used to detect any 
threats to the government including espionage, revolution and terrorism. The CIA justifies those 
methods by saying that they do not cause organ failure or death, which is debatable in regards to 
a statement in the convention about the torture that cannot be used by agencies, “organ failure, 
impairment of bodily function, or death.”  1

 
United Kingdom 

The UK’s Secret Intelligence Service, commonly known as the MI6, is one of the most 
important intelligence agencies in the world. The MI6 protects UK’s national security secretly by 
gathering information through cooperation with other intelligence agencies such as the CIA. The 
MI6 has been known to have transatlantic cables connected to the CIA carrying encrypted 
information going back and forth between the two intelligence agencies. This information is 
unknown, which makes the issue debatable as it involves two governments sharing information, 
in which there is a big chance that this information revolves about other governments, not just 
one country trying to protect its national security. The MI6 claim that they use such information 
in protecting national security from espionage, terrorism, etc. The MI6 also work to ensure the 
supremacy of the UK in Europe, and that actually started back in 1909 when the MI6 worked to 
gather information about the build up of the German Navy, as the Germans were seeking to be 
the supreme naval power in Europe.  The MI6 work in order to protect its nation from any 2

threats. Several reports prove the use of torture by the MI6 in means of gathering information,  3

however this is not the general policy of the MI6.  Its policy is: “MI6, formally Secret 4

Intelligence Service, British government agency responsible for the collection, analysis, and 
appropriate dissemination of foreign intelligence. MI6 is also charged with the conduct of 
espionage activities outside British territory.”   5

1 "Interview: Torture and the CIA | Human Rights Watch." 1 Dec. 2015, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia. Accessed 7 Oct. 2017. 
2 "MI6 secrets revealed in first official history - BBC News - BBC.com." 21 Sep. 2010, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-11379259. Accessed 7 Oct. 2017. 
3 "UK's secret policy on torture revealed | Politics | The Guardian." 4 Aug. 2011, 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2011/aug/04/uk-allowed-interrogate-tortured-prisoners. Accessed 7 
Oct. 2017. 
4 "MI5 and MI6: time to come clean on torture | News | The Guardian." 25 Jan. 2016, 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/defence-and-security-blog/2016/jan/25/mi5-and-mi6-time-to-come-cle
an. Accessed 7 Oct. 2017. 
5 "MI6 | British government | Britannica.com." 8 Sep. 2017, https://www.britannica.com/topic/MI6. 
Accessed 2 Dec. 2017. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/intelligence-international-relations
https://www.britannica.com/topic/espionage
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-11379259
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2011/aug/04/uk-allowed-interrogate-tortured-prisoners
https://www.theguardian.com/news/defence-and-security-blog/2016/jan/25/mi5-and-mi6-time-to-come-clean
https://www.theguardian.com/news/defence-and-security-blog/2016/jan/25/mi5-and-mi6-time-to-come-clean
https://www.britannica.com/topic/MI6


 
 
 
 

 
Human Rights Watch 

A common misconception regarding this issue is that the HRW is against the existence of 
intelligence agencies. That is not true; the HRW believes that intelligence agencies are necessary 
in order to maintain security and respects many of their actions such as encryption.  However, 6

the HRW believes that torture is an unjustified method of getting information used by 
intelligence agencies, and it is against the international law and the human rights declaration, 
which gives rights to prisoners, suspects, and detainees. The HRW tries to limit torture and 
requests intelligence agencies to stop using it, through interviews with government and 
intelligence agencies officials. The HRW investigates such issues to make sure officials 
responsible for such actions are punished, through interview and meetings with government 
officials. One of the situations that show the HRW’s stand on the issue, is the practice of torture 
by the CIA after the 9/11 attacks. The Hrw clearly showed its dissatisfaction towards such 
actions and Laura Pitter, senior US national security counsel at Human Rights Watch, was 
interviewed by an HRW official and asked about the program, which was found to be unlawful 
under US constitution. The HRW couldn’t actually enforce any punishment, but this interview 
emphasizes their contribution in proving such actions to be unlawful, which forces the US 
government to punish officials responsible for these actions.  7

 
III. Focused Overview of the Issue 
 This issue exists to help form a unified understanding of what are and what are not the 
appropriate means of gathering intelligence as will be outlined in the, and its appliance in international 
affairs, through the creation of a framework that clearly outlines provisions to prevent any unlawful 
methods of intelligence gathering. 

1) Means of Gathering Information 
 To understand the main points of controversy and problems in the issue, it is important to 
discuss the information gathering process and how each process has a way of being exploited, which 
takes form in four main ways. The first method of which are through people, which are the primary 
source. These people often have first-hand experience of something that may be useful to intelligence 
agencies [norazlynn.wordpress.com]. However, an important point to note is that information is not 
intelligence unless it adds any value or prior knowledge to intelligence agencies 
[http://walterdorn.net/]. The way that obtaining information through people may be that agencies may 
go to extremes and cross the point of no return in the obtaining of information from people, with many 
illicit ways being used by certain agencies who are adamant on getting information out of people through 
means such as torture, such as what transpired with infamous Guantanamo Bay incident during the 
presidency of George W. Bush, which saw numerous illicit acts or torture occur for the obtaining of 

6 "Joint Letter to Five Eyes Intelligence Agencies Regarding Encryption ...." 30 Jun. 2017, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/30/joint-letter-five-eyes-intelligence-agencies-regarding-encryption. 
Accessed 7 Oct. 2017. 
7 "Interview: Torture and the CIA | Human Rights Watch." 1 Dec. 2015, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia. Accessed 7 Oct. 2017. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/30/joint-letter-five-eyes-intelligence-agencies-regarding-encryption
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia


 
 
 
 

sensitive information, of which is currently irrelevant to the topic at hand. Of course this is found upon 
and in almost all cases, against the law, however some agencies feel whilst using the excuse of ‘protecting 
our country’, that they have no limits as to the lengths they can reach [.http://cdn.peaceopstraining.org/] 
Although some covert incidents may not go public, the ones such as George W. Bush’s infamous 
Guantanamo Bay incident which saw him answer to the torturing of suspects of the 9/11 attacks and use 
so-called ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’[UNHCR.org]. 
 Other methods of gathering information include physical objects, which can be useful when there 
are no people of which to support any intelligence. Although this may seem like a fairly harmless way of 
gathering intelligence, it can be contorted to support a claim that better serves a government, rather than 
actually revealing the evidence the intelligence supported [norazlynn.wordpress.com] . The other two 
methods are of records and emanations which are the least likely to be contorted due to the nature of the 
modern world and technological advances leading to those two methods being almost obsolete. This issue 
spans many countries and international affairs of the past, and is a leading issue leading to the future. 
 

2) The issues that arise out of the use of this intelligence  
 Since the methods of obtaining information have been clearly outlined previously in the ‘Means 
of Gathering Information’ section , it is important to discuss the issues that arise in the application of this 
intelligence. Although this is a difficult topic in which to examine, considering the secretive nature of said 
intelligence, recent discoveries have made examining this area possible, with many intelligence agencies 
taking advantages of the secretive nature of intelligence and abusing it as previously mentioned. A 
prevalent show of applying intelligence in a way that is unlawful is with the Adolf Eichmann trial in 
1960, when Eichmann [a key component in the holocaust] was captured in Argentina by Israeli 
intelligence agencies who had reportedly obtained the information that he was in Argentina through 
suspicious methods. The application of this intelligence was ill-minded in retrospect, however, the 
transparency that the Israeli intelligence agency showed was a key factor in his capturing. A framework 
for such a concept must be detailed, somewhat transparent, and require the methods of intelligence 
obtaining to be lawfully abiding. 
  
 
IV. Key Vocabulary 
Intelligence: The obtaining or dispensing of information, particularly secret information [Webster’s 
Unabridged] 
Intelligence Agency: A government department charged with obtaining intelligence [dictionary.com] 
Covert: Operations [at least in this context, carried out by government entities] that are secret or hidden, 
as a means of protecting the greater public. [dictionary.cambridge.org] 
Information: The communication of knowledge [Meriam-webster.com] 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

V. Important Events & Chronology 

  

Date 
(Day/Month/Year) 

Event 

7th of December 
1941 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, which was significant in the context of this 
issue for the reason of the lack of communication between intelligence agencies 
that lead to the eventual attack. 

10th of December 
1984 
  

United Nations convention against torture is drafted, signaling a sense of 
carefulness from countries and precautions when it comes to obtaining 
intelligence. 

11th of September 
2001 
  

Al Qaida terrorists crash planes into World Trade Center, igniting the war against 
terrorism and sparking new intelligence gathering methods, further complicating 
relations between the public and intelligence agencies. This lead to the 
establishment of the USA PATRIOT ACT, which was put into effect so that what 
intelligence agencies would better communicate amongst themselves. 

15th of April 2014  Issue continues to grow onto the Human Rights Council in which they adopt 
resolution 25/13 which further marks the need to adequately enclose the issue, 
and bring an applicable solution further. 

 

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

Although the United Nations tends to abstain from using the term ‘intelligence’ [due to its secret 

implication, which does not keep in touch with the UN’s transparency], the UN views intelligence 

gathering as a means to an end, in that, they are utilizing information to achieve a greater purpose, which 

are to avoid “preventive actions, and achieve peacemaking, peace building, disarmament, and peace 

enforcement” [cdn.peaceopstraining.org]. As a result, the UN has not directly dedicated a specific agenda 

towards the topic. However, there have been incidents in which the UN failed to avoid due to not having a 

“forthright approach to intelligence” [walterdorn.net] [such as the Korean war in 1950, specifically 

regarding the outpouring of soldiers in the south border], and the Rwanda genocide [1994] specifically 

having to do with the Hutu government and the Tutsi opposition]. This is why it is crucial to form a 

transparent, applicable and well-rounded solution to which this issue can have a final fixed agreement. 

VIII. Possible Solutions 

The main aim in this issue is setting a framework regarding means of gathering 



 
 
 
 

information by intelligence agencies and working in international affairs. Meaning that, limits 

should be placed for intelligence agencies regarding their work. An outline should be set for 

intelligence agencies to follow in order to gather information and work, peacefully, without 

having any issues with other nations.  

This issue must be solved and solutions must be on common grounds in order to satisfy 

all sides. Solutions must tackle aspects such as but not limited to the extent of the use of torture 

in order to gather information, organizations under the UN umbrella might be created to ensure 

that intelligence agencies abide by that, limits should be placed for intelligence agents working 

on missions in other nations, intelligence agencies should take permission from other 

governments before proceeding to work on their lands, cooperation between intelligence 

agencies and punishments should be enforced on governments going against these regulations. 

 

IX. Useful Links 

Comprehensive Index of Legal Reports (can be used to find reports and constitutional issues 

regarding the issue): 

"Comprehensive Index of Legal Reports." Library of Congress. N.p., n.d. Web. 22 Aug. 2017. 

<https://www.loc.gov/law/help/legal-reports.php>.  

 

Article talking about information gathering in intelligence agencies (methods of gathering 

information, helps in understanding the issue as a whole): 

"Information Gathering in Intelligence Agencies." Academic Matters. N.p., 28 Apr. 2007. Web. 

22 Aug. 2017. 

<https://norazlynn.wordpress.com/2007/04/02/information-gathering-in-intelligence-agencies/>.  

 

Human Rights Watch Article on torture by intelligence agencies (supported opinion against 

methods used by intelligence agencies to gather information): 

"Interview: Torture and the CIA." Human Rights Watch. N.p., 17 Dec. 2015. Web. 22 Aug. 

2017. <https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia>.  

  

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/legal-reports.php
https://norazlynn.wordpress.com/2007/04/02/information-gathering-in-intelligence-agencies/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/12/01/interview-torture-and-cia
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