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I. Introduction 

The death penalty, or capital punishment, is the execution of a criminal, after being 
sentenced to death by a court of law as a punishment for a crime. Nowadays this practice is 
mainly seen as outdated; however, many countries have not abolished this type of execution; 
specifically 56 .  The reasons why countries choose to retain the death penalty are variable. 1

The death penalty has always existed, dating back to 7th century Greece, as well as being 
mentioned in Hammurabi’s Code, infamous for the line “ an eye for an eye”. The death 
penalty was also used during the French Revolution, where many people were executed for 
being opposers to the throne. Capital Punishment is also mentioned in all three Abrahamic 
religions–Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. It can be observed that Islam condones it under 
certain circumstances, while Christianity and Judaism, don’t directly condone nor condemn, 
leaving it open to the interpretation of both the Bible and the Torah. This is reflected in 
Non-Secular countries’ policies, seeing that countries like Iran and Saudi Arabia are of the 
top executioners. When talking about the death penalty, many arguments come up, the main 
one being the argument of morals and ethics, where we question whether or not a government 
has the right to take a life. The UN believes that governments shouldn’t have such a right, but 
it doesn’t have the authority to breach the state sovereignty of a country, so it has taken 
measures like creating the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, as well as 
passing numerous resolutions to call upon governments to abolish the death penalty, but these 
efforts remain ineffective. Regarding the death penalty, a country’s belief is viewed as either 
retentionist--still practices the death penalty--or as abolitionist--doesn’t practice the death 
penalty. In both cases a country’s decision to remain or abolish their practice is something 
strictly personal to said state, but with the UN’s efforts, there is hope for a global 
abolitionism. 

Figure (1) Capital Punishment around the world; map showing the number of 
executions per country in 2011.  2

1 "Abolitionist and Retentionist Countries." Battle Scars: Military Veterans and the Death Penalty | Death 
Penalty Information Center. N.p., n.d. Web. 22 June 2018. 
<https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/abolitionist-and-retentionist-countries>. 
2 "Hangmen." The Economist. The Economist Newspaper, 27 Mar. 2012. Web. 01 July 2018. 
<https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2012/03/27/hangmen>. 
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II. Focused Overview of the Issue 

1) History 

Capital punishment is a practice that dates back to the early 7th century to Ancient 
Greece , during Draco’s era (a greek lawmaker). He believed the death penalty would be 3

issued to those who commit arson, rape, treason, and/or murder. This was also widely used 
among the Romans, and the Babylonians. An example would be, the Code of Hammurabi 
(the earliest form of a written constitution) where the death penalty is implied in, “an eye for 
an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and a life for a life.”  Additionally, it can be seen that–specifically 4

in Europe–many events included forms of death penalty, such as the French Revolution, in 
which many european kings and queens that were  also killed by the state (eg. Marie 
Antoinette and Louis XVI). Also, in ancient European times, the church used capital 
punishment, believing that it was a necessary mean in the society; Pope Innocent III 
(1198-1216) put forward that, “The secular power can, without mortal sin, exercise judgment 
of blood, provided that it punishes with justice, not out of hatred, with prudence, not 
precipitation." , meaning that the church (whom in some countries overlooks the royals’ 5

coronation), has the right to exercise the death penalty in order to bring justice to the society. 
A more recent example is the Iranian president Saddam Hussein being put to death by the 
state in 2006.  It is difficult to be certain of the exact role that capital punishment played in 6

history, where sometimes the death sentence was replaced with excommunication or 
monetary compensation. It is said that during the Japanese Heian era, the emperor had 
reduced the death sentence to deportation; however, that quickly changed once the civil war 
broke out in the middle of the 11th century. As the third Abrahamic religion–Islam–was 
introduced, the death penalty was also present, and under Shariʿa law there are also many 
actions that are punishable by death. 

2) The death penalty in religions  

In all the three Abrahamic religions, death penalty is condoned under different 
circumstances. This can be seen in Islamic countries, where Shariʿa law enforces death to 
criminals after committing certain offenses. The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
says, “Muslims believe that capital punishment is a most severe sentence but one that may be 
commanded by a court for crimes of suitable severity. While there may be more profound 
punishment at the hands of God, there is also room for an earthly punishment.” Although this 7

varies according to each state’s law, Islam bans murder if it’s not resulting from a direct court 
order.  

As for Christianity, since there are many sects whose beliefs differ, the debate on 
whether or not capital punishment is justified is undecided. However, the death penalty is 
sometimes justifiable in Christianity and in Judaism by the biblical passage, “Whoever 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed” (Genesis 9:6) . As it was mentioned 8

3 Hood, Roger. "Capital Punishment." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 26 Oct. 
2017. Web. 24 June 2018. <https://www.britannica.com/topic/capital-punishment>. 
4 Ibid 
5 "Religions - Christianity: Capital Punishment." BBC. BBC, 03 Aug. 2009. Web. 26 June 2018. 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/christianethics/capitalpunishment_1.shtml>. 
6"Famous People Who Died of Capital Punishment." Ranker. N.p., n.d. Web. 26 June 2018. 
<https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-who-died-of-capital-punishment/reference>. 
7 ""Religions - Islam: Capital Punishment." BBC. BBC, 16 Sept. 2009. Web. 26 June 2018. 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/islamethics/capitalpunishment.shtml>. 
8 Ibid 
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before, the church would use the death penalty in order to bring justice and peace to society. 
This argument entails that the church overlooks the ruler and is powerful in Christian 
countries. However, many would say that because this was issued by Pope Innocent, it is 
outdated and the means of controlling a society in the past differs from the means needed to 
control and protect society now. This is especially because, Pope Francis, the current Catholic 
pope, has declared the death penalty, “unacceptable in all cases”, furthermore he hopes to 
abolish the death penalty, and the Roman Catholic Church, would put all efforts necessary to 
see this goal through.  Recent research also shows that Protestants are the most likely to 9

agree with capital punishment (see Figure (2)) . 10

Figure (2) Chart on Death Penalty based on Christian sects, showing a poll in 2004  11

The first Abrahamic religion– Judaism–shows that death is a punishment for a number 
of sins, “Among them murder, idol worship and desecrating the Sabbath — as well as several 
seemingly less serious ones, like serially disobeying one’s parents. In practice, however, 
death sentences were rarely carried out by Jewish courts” . This is demonstrated by the fact 12

that Israel–a Jewish state–is an abolitionist country. Judaism claims that a person cannot be 
put to death unless two witnesses testify against the accused . Like Hammurabi’s Code, the 13

old testament of the Torah states, “life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth … (Exodus 
21:23-24)” , which is seen to justify capital punishment, if it restores justice. As can be seen, 14

none of the three Abrahamic religions have clear reservations against capital punishment, 
especially Islam; this can be observed through the rigid retenionism found in fundamentalist 
Islamic states. 

9 Povoledo, Elisabetta, and Laurie Goodstein. "Pope Francis Declares Death Penalty Unacceptable in 
All Cases." The New York Times. The New York Times, 02 Aug. 2018. Web. 01 Sept. 2018. 
<https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/02/world/europe/pope-death-penalty.html>. 
10 Ibid 
11 "What's New." Battle Scars: Military Veterans and the Death Penalty | Death Penalty Information 
Center. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 July 2018. <https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?did=2249>. 
12 Mjl. "The Death Penalty in Jewish Tradition." My Jewish Learning. My Jewish Learning, n.d. Web. 
<https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-death-penalty-in-jewish-tradition/>. 
13 Ibid 
14 "Religions - Judaism: Capital Punishment." BBC. BBC, 21 July 2009. Web. 27 June 2018. 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/jewishethics/capital.shtml>. 
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3) Means of Execution 

The means of execution of an offender differ from country to country; however, there 
are a range of different ways that an offender can be executed. The most common, as listed 
by Cornell University, are: death by hanging, firing squad, shooting, beheading, falling from 
an unknown height, electrocution, gas chamber, stoning, and lethal injection.  Most 15

retentionist countries allow hanging, where the offender is hanged either publicly or privately 
(differs based on the case and the country). The second most common methods of execution 
are firing squad, where multiple shots are fired by different people, and shooting, where one 
shot is fired at the back of the criminal’s head. Most countries however, don't differentiate 
between both types of shooting. The third most common method is stoning, which is 
employed mainly in Islamic states, for sins like adultery. Both beheading, and lethal injection 
are very uncommon, and as of 2012, four states authorize beheading, and six authorize lethal 
injection.  However, a lot of the means of execution were considered inhumane by the 16

United Nations Human Rights Commission, for example clearly noted that stoning was, 
“particularly cruel or inhuman means of execution” (Resolution 2005/29: The Question of the 
Death Penalty, para. 7(i)).  17

4) Argument of Morality 

In the question of capital punishment lies a big conflict between morals and ethics, 
and the death penalty, the first issue being the sacredness of human life. This belief lies in the 
value of life, where even the worst of offenders should not be deprived of that. The 
counterargument to that is,  if the offender has compromised the safety of himself, the 
society, and the country, then it is the right of a judge to sentence him to death to preserve 
peace and order. Thomas Aquinas, a medieval theologist elaborated on this by saying, “if any 
man is dangerous to the community and is subverting it by some sin, the treatment to be 
commended is his execution in order to preserve the common good... Therefore to kill a man 
who retains his natural worthiness is intrinsically evil, although it may be justifiable to kill a 
sinner just as it is to kill a beast, for, as Aristotle points out, an evil man is worse than a beast 
and more harmful.”   18

Yet the most common argument lies in the issue of wrongfully executing the innocent. 
It is frequent that there are flaws in the justice system; whether it be the jurors, the witnesses, 
the lawyers, or even the judges. With that being said it is likely that a judge sentences an 
innocent man to death, therefore executing a faultless person. According to Amnesty 
International, “The death penalty legitimizes an irreversible act of violence by the state and 
will inevitably claim innocent victims. As long as human justice remains fallible, the risk of 
executing the innocent can never be eliminated.”  19

On the other hand, the argument supporting capital punishment can be seen in many 
different ways, two of them being the most common. The first considers the greater good, ie. 
if killing a murderer prevents him/her from killing anyone else then it’s justifiable. This 
argument revolves around the safety of the country and the elimination of threats that 
compromise the wellbeing of society; aiming to protect the greater good of the community. 

15 "Methods of Execution." La Peine De Mort Au Maroc. N.p., n.d. Web. 27 June 2018. 
<http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/methods-of-execution.cfm>. 
16 Ibid 
17 Ibid 
18 "Ethics - Capital Punishment: Introduction." BBC. BBC. Web. 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/intro.shtml> 
19 Ibid 
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The second is the belief in retribution; that every person should be punished in proportion to 
the severity of their crime. This also relates to a state’s belief in deterrence, meaning that 
punishing a murderer by killing him deters any further murders, and in the words of Cardinal 
Avery Dulles, “Executions, especially where they are painful, humiliating, and public, may 
create a sense of horror that would prevent others from being tempted to commit similar 
crimes…” . 20

III.  Involved Countries and Organizations 

1) China 

China is a country infamous for many things, one of them being having the highest 
rate of executions in the world. According to Salil Shetty, the Secretary-General of Amnesty 
International, “China wants to be a leader on the world stage, but when it comes to the death 
penalty it is leading in the worst possible way - executing more people annually than any 
other country in the world.”  China’s means of execution are shooting and lethal injection. 21

However, shooting executions were discontinued by the People's Supreme Court’s ruling in 
February of 2009, making lethal injections the leading form of execution in China. Executing 
by the use of lethal injections was said to be not only more humane, but 400 yuans (around 
60 US dollars) cheaper . These injections contain muscle relaxants, barbiturates, and 22

potassium chloride; which are basically a mixture of sedatives, and salts.  One of the most 23

recent executions, involved a public trial in a stadium, where 10 people were executed. 
“Thousands – including children in their school uniforms – crowded into a stadium on the 
weekend to watch 10 people being sentenced in a public trial in Lufeng, southern China. The 
accused were then immediately taken away and executed.”  With that being said, public 24

trials are supposedly banned in China. The justification that law professor Michelle Miao 
gives for this act is that the aggressive measure was taken to deter the Chinese, because of the 
flourishing crystal meth business in the area.   25

China has not shown any signs of joining the abolitionist countries, and will until 
further notice remain a retentionist. Additionally, “Amnesty International’s investigation 
exposes that hundreds of documented death penalty cases are missing from a national online 
court database that was initially touted as a “crucial step towards openness” and is regularly 
heralded as evidence that the country’s judicial system has nothing to hide. China’s database 
contains only a tiny fraction of the thousands of death sentences that Amnesty International 
estimates are handed out every year in China, reflecting the fact that the Chinese government 

20 "Ethics - Capital Punishment: Arguments against Capital Punishment." BBC. BBC, n.d. Web. 27 June 
2018. <http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/against_1.shtml>. 
21 "Death Penalty: World's Biggest Executioner China Must Come Clean about 'grotesque' Level of 
Capital Punishment." Palm Oil and Human Rights: What You Need to Know. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 June 
2018. 
<https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/04/China-must-come-clean-about-capital-punishme
nt/>. 
22 Online, Asia Time. "Asia Times Online :: China News, China Business News, Taiwan and Hong Kong 
News and Business." Asia Times. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 June 2018. 
<http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/KL16Ad01.html>. 
23Ibid. 
24 Haas, Benjamin. "Public Death Sentences for 10 People Show China's Desperation." The Guardian. 
Guardian News and Media, 19 Dec. 2017. Web. 28 June 2018. 
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/dec/19/public-death-sentences-people-china-desperatio
n>. 
25Ibid. 
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continues to maintain almost total secrecy over the number of people sentenced to death and 
executed in the country.”  This emphasizes the amount of killings China does, making it one 26

of the most involved countries in this topic.  

Figure (3) Criminals being held by police in one of China’s public trials  27

2) Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia, being a highly non-secular Islamic state, firmly believes in capital 
punishment; for that reason it comes as a close second after China. Unlike China, however, 
their methods of execution include stoning and beheading and both can be done publicly. 
Beheading is the most common, and stoning (throwing stones at the subject until death) is 
used for certain offenses, like adultery.  In 2017, Saudi Arabia executed six people in one 28

day, five being nationals accused of homicide, and one being a Pakistani drug trafficker.  29

“UN experts have called for an end to executions for non-violent offences, but authorities 
claim the death penalty acts as a useful deterrent to criminals,” says Independent. 
Additionally, in the beginning of 2018, the Saudi government were heavily criticized for 
beheading 48 people in 4 months.  Sarah Leah Whitson, Human Rights Watch (HRW) 30

26 "Death Penalty: World's Biggest Executioner China Must Come Clean about 'grotesque' Level of 
Capital Punishment." Palm Oil and Human Rights: What You Need to Know. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 June 
2018. 
<https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/04/China-must-come-clean-about-capital-punishme
nt/>. 
27 Grant, Madeline. "China Executed 2,400 Prisoners Last Year Says Human Rights Group." Newsweek. 
N.p., 03 Mar. 2016. Web. 01 July 2018. 
<http://www.newsweek.com/china-executed-2400-prisoners-2013-says-human-rights-group-278733>. 
28 "Death Penalty Database." La Peine De Mort Au Maroc. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<https://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=saudi%2Barabia>. 
29Agerholm, Harriet. "Saudi Arabia Executed Six People Yesterday." The Independent. Independent 
Digital News and Media, 11 July 2017. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<https://www.independent.co.uk/News/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-death-penalty-executions-ca
pital-punishment-six-killed-one-day-outcry-a7834726.html>. 
30 Dubai, Agence France-Presse in. "Saudi Arabia Criticised for 48 Beheadings in Four Months of 
2018." The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 26 Apr. 2018. Web. 29 June 2018. 
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Middle East director, said, “It’s bad enough that Saudi Arabia executes so many people, but 
many of them have not committed a violent crime. Any plan to limit drug executions needs to 
include improvements to a justice system that doesn’t provide for fair trials.”  Also, 31

according to the HRW, Saudi Arabia has executed over 600 people since 2014. The prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, has hinted during an interview with Time, that the kingdom will 
consider changing the penalty for multiple offences besides murder. To elaborate, the crimes 
that result in execution in Saudi Arabia include, “Rape, murder, apostasy, sedition, sorcery, 
armed robbery, adultery and drug trafficking.”  Allegedly, the biggest execution in Saudi 32

history was on the 2nd of January, 2016 where 47 convicted terrorists were put down, 
privately, across 12 Saudi Arabian cities. This makes Saudi Arabia one of the most involved 
countries in this issue, particularly due to its non-secular nature. 

Figure (4) Saudi Arabians protest against the increasing amount of executions, by performing 
a play to mock the government’s actions  33

3) World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCDAP) 

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty is an organization formed in 2002, 
when Together Against the Death Penalty (a French NGO), adopted the Strasbourg 
Declaration in June of the year before. Article 9 of the Declaration outlines the Coalition’s 
goal: “create a world-wide coordination of abolitionist associations and campaigners, whose 
first goal will be to launch a world-wide day for the universal abolition of the death penalty”34

. After many meetings and deliberations that took place in Paris and Brussels, the 
organization was formed, aiming to propagate and spread awareness against the death 
penalty. A year later, in 2003 they had successfully created the World Day Against the Death 
Penalty. “This initiative was expressed through more than 180 local initiatives across the 
world. Canada, France, Italy, Mexico, Belgium, the African Commission on Human and 

<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/26/saudi-arabia-criticised-over-executions-for-drug-o
ffences>. 
31 Ibid 
32 Pike, John. "Military." Vietnam War - American Return to Dog Fighting. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/gulf/sa-execution.htm> 
33 Ibid 
34 "History." World Coalition Against the Death Penalty. United Nations, n.d. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<http://www.worldcoalition.org/History.html>. 
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Peoples' Rights and the European Union officially supported the World Day.”  This 35

organization now has over 120 international NGOs, associations, authorities, and unions 
aiming to abolish the Death Penalty, through both national, and international action, reaching 
out to local abolitionist groups and organizing international campaigns. 

IV.  Key Vocabulary (definitions according to the New Oxford American 
Dictionary) 

Abolitionist: “(noun) a person who favors the abolition of a practice or institution”; in this 
case, capital punishment 

Retentionist: “(noun) A person who advocates the retention of a law or practice; specifically a 
person who advocates the retention of capital [...] punishment.” 

Death Row: “(noun) a prison block or section for prisoners sentenced to death: a convicted 
killer on death row.” 

Execution: “(noun) the carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person” 

Abrahamic: “(adjective) denoting any or all of the religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) 
that revere Abraham, the Biblical patriarch.” 

Appeal: “(verb)  Law apply to a higher court for a reversal of the decision of a lower court” 

V. Important Events & Chronology 

Date  Event 

16 December 1966 
 

The UN adopted The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) (link below) 

15 December 1989 
 

The UN adopts the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR (link 
below) 

 25 May 1984 
 

The UN ECOSOC adopts “Safeguards Guaranteeing Protection 
of the Rights of Those Facing the Death Penalty”, in which it 
states that prisoners have the right to appeal and that no one 
under the age of 18 should be sentenced to the death penalty  36

20 November 1989 
 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child; where article 37 (a) 
prohibits the death penalty on anyone under 18  37

10 June 2003 
First World Day Against the Death Penalty, and has been 
repeated annually since then  38

 

35 Ibid 
36 "OHCHR | Rights of Those Facing the Death Penalty." OHCHR | Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
N.p., n.d. Web. 30 June 2018. 
<https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/deathpenalty.aspx>. 
37 "Convention on the Rights of the Child." OHCHR | Convention on the Rights of the Child. N.p., n.d. 
Web. 30 June 2018. 
38History." World Coalition Against the Death Penalty. United Nations, n.d. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<http://www.worldcoalition.org/History.html>.  
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VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

1) The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

This treaty was adopted by the UN on the 23rd of March, 1976, and is a legally 
binding treaty. This treaty directly addresses capital punishment in part III article 6, stating 
that all humans have the right to life, and in retentionist countries, the death penalty should be 
used to punish only the severest of crimes. Also, it clarifies that the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, may overlap in some cases. It also 
discusses the rights of someone who has been sentenced to death.  39

2) The Second Optional Protocol of the International Covenant on Political and 
Civil Rights 

The Second Optional Protocol of the ICCPR, is solely focused on the abolition of the death 
penalty, making the entire treaty relevant to this issue. In 1989, this protocol was adopted, 
and was entered into force in 1991. 

3) Human Rights Resolution 2005/59 

This resolution was passed in 2005, in the 61st session of the Commission on Human Rights 
(replaced by the Human Rights Council in 2006). The resolution calls upon all states that 
haven't yet abolished the death penalty, to do so, its main aim being the abolition of the death 
penalty completely. 

VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

So far, there have been many resolutions and treaties (see VI. Past Resolutions and 
Treaties) that have been adopted by the UN, yet a lot of countries refuse to abolish the death 
penalty. One of the main reasons for that is that solution attempts like the ICCPR and the 
Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, both binding by ratification, failed to acknowledge 
the varied beliefs (religious and otherwise) of its signatories, and failed to mention the 
measures to be taken by countries in order for them to become abolitionist. The other reason 
for the failure of such international legislation is the non-binding nature of UN resolutions.  

VIII. Guiding Questions 

● Is your country a secular state? 
● Does your country follow Shariʿa law? 
● Did your country ratify the ICCPR? 
● Did your country ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR? 
● Is your country an abolitionist? 
● Is your country abolitionist by practice? If so how long has it been an abolitionist by 

practice? 
● Is your country retentionist? If so, which execution methods does it use? 
● If your country uses the death sentence for certain crimes, what are they? 
● When was your country’s last execution? How many people did it execute? 
● Does your country allow public executions? 
● Does your country plan to become an official retentionist? 

39"OHCHR | International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights." OHCHR | Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 June 2018. 
<https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx>. 
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● What does your country’s constitution say about the death penalty? 

IX. Possible Solutions 

● Reaching a compromise with retentionist countries, limiting the crimes that are 
senteceable by death 

● Limiting the means of execution to the most humane of them 
● Resorting to other means of punishment (for non-secular retentionists) 
● Creating a program to recruit specialized lawyers for those who can't afford them, 

during death row/appeal 
● Propagation of anti-death penalty media campaigns 

 
X. Useful Links 

● Please download this amnesty pdf, where you will find all the dates as well as the 
important resolutions on this topic: 
https://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/DeathPenaltyFactsMay2012.pdf  

● Here you will find all the means of execution as well as the specifics behind each 
method: "Methods of Execution." La Peine De Mort Au Maroc. N.p., n.d. Web. 27 
June 2018. <http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/methods-of-execution.cfm>. 

● This is the site for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): "Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 01 July 
2018. <http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/>. 

● Here you can find, almost all the anti-death penalty organizations, their links, and a 
brief about their role and accomplishments: "Links to Death Penalty Organizations." 
La Peine De Mort Au Maroc. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 June 2018. 
<http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/links.cfm>. 

● Here you can find a list of all the retentionist and abolitionist countries: "Abolitionist 
and Retentionist Countries." Battle Scars: Military Veterans and the Death Penalty | 
Death Penalty Information Center. N.p., n.d. Web. 22 June 2018. 
<https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/abolitionist-and-retentionist-countries>. 

● This site has specific information on almost all countries discussing the methods of 
execution, the number of executions per year, and other important information: 
"About Us." La Peine De Mort Au Maroc. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 July 2018. 
<https://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/about.cfm>.  
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