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I. Introduction 
“Everybody's worried about stopping terrorism. Well, there's a really easy way: stop 
participating in it.” - Noam Chomsky 

 Radicalization occurs when an individual’s ideologies and actions deviate largely from 
the way that their society and/or community act and they demonstrate that politically. Those 
radicalized tend to seek significant change to society and the government. Individuals then are 
split into two: those who think fear, terror and violence are a rational way to seek change, and 
those just expressing their point of view. 

They are not considered to be the same. Everyone has the right to express themselves 
openly, yet it starts to become a problem for families, communities and governments if 
individuals advocate the use of violence to achieve their goal. The process through which people 
get radicalized is unique to every individual.  Decisions by those radicalized can lead to major 
lethal and violent acts. This is when intervention is required; when threatening behavior is 
displayed, hatred is incited or there is a promotion for the use of violence. 

Intervention can come from many sources, including governments, law enforcement, 
religious leaders, or families. “Communities play a vital role in assisting people to move away 
from violent extremism and intervening to stop acts of violence before they are committed.”  1

 This topic aims to reduce terrorism by halting or putting an end to recruitment and 
radicalization of terrorists. In 2015 alone, there were 5000 terrorist attacks worldwide, a far cry 
from a 1500 incident low in 2003 , which suggests a huge increase in radicalized personnel 2

around the world. Radicalization occurs in several ways, including from the beginning of a 
child’s upbringing to psychological manipulation, and the more manpower terrorist have, the 
stronger they become. Whatever the reason that led to radicalization may be, there is always a 
solution to it. 

II. Involved Countries and Organizations 
[Iraq] 

1 “What Is Radicalization.” Living Safe Together. Helping Communities Counter Violent Extremism., 
www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/informationadvice/Pages/what-is-radicalisation/what-is-radicalisation.aspx. 
2 National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical 
Information.” U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 
www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm. 



 
 

 

Iraq received a mark of 10 (the highest given mark), in the terrorist recruitment index put 
through by the World Atlas.  Iraq, being the nation where ISIS and al Qaeda were founded, is 3

now in an ongoing war to maintain sovereignty of its land; each rising terrorist group takes over 
land and decides to govern it and make it independent from Iraq. After the 2003 US invasion of 
Iraq, the Iraqi people experienced ages of oppression due to worldwide disregard of the situation. 
The government of Iraq was no longer in control of how people acted, lived, thought or dealt 
with one another. Daily, the Iraqi people were being bombed, separated from their families, and 
stripped of housing and food, which acted as one of the reasons that gave birth to a wide range of 
radicalization opportunities, a chance to fight back. Hundreds of one-day normal civilians 
started to collude, carry out attacks, work as a force, and terrorist groups such as ISIS gave the 
people a cause to fight for. People were being recruited everywhere, and even children gave in to 
fight. Therefore, the Iraqi recruits are considered to follow the conversion theory (discussed later 
in the chair report). As for context, they had Islamic extremism, the crisis was the American 
invasion and the quest is payback.  

[Afghanistan] 

Afghanistan is one of Asia’s and the world’s leading countries in radicalized youth.  4

Radicalization and violent extremism are growing problems the Afghan government has hoped 
to overcome over the years by tackling it at an early age. They integrated counter-terrorism 
aspects in their national curriculum, launched media propaganda against terrorist groups and 
turned their main military focus on fighting these groups.   The Central Asian states (Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, and Iran) have formed a 
coalition to fight radicalization. “Unemployment plays a major role in radicalization among our 
nation,”  stated their Prime Minister. A large percentage of the Afghan youth are willing to join 5

extremist groups as radicalization starts at a very young age. The youth tend to have the urge to 
belong to a cause and feel like they're making a difference. Radicalization requires no certain 
level of education or skill; therefore, the youth find a cause worth fighting for and a viable source 
of income through it. Had they already had a source of income, they would not have put their 
lives at risk for such a cause.  The Afghani government sees that “regional cooperation in terms 
of security, border management, counter-terrorism strategies, share of intelligence and narcotics 
control is very important between Central Asian states and between Central Asia and 
Afghanistan” to combat recruitment and radicalization, yet have not initiated a joint force to do 
that. 

3 Dillinger, Jessica. “The Global Terrorism Index.” World Atlas, 9 Dec. 2015, 
www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-global-terrorism-index-countries-most-affected-by-terrorist-attacks.html. 
4Ibid. 
5https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/global_20170322_violent-extremism.pdf 



 
 

 

III. Focused Overview of the Issue: 
Since the 1970s terrorists, have been increasing in number spectacularly from simply 

creating social circles to armies that lead wars, such as ISIS.  Monthly, tens of normal civilians 
are brainwashed into joining a force of ongoing destruction and terror.  The World Atlas has 6

created a list with an index indicating the level of radicalization in the most affected nations. The 
militants or the terrorists do not affect their state only; in fact, 72 terrorist attacks carried out in 
the United States are limited to militants from Somalia, Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, and 
Sudan.  The FBI explains that those radicalized are viewed as victims even if the attacks were 7

executed voluntarily. The movement of belief from conventional to radical, with the urge to 
implement drastic changes to society is radicalization. This is fine up until “a person or group 
decides that fear, terror and violence are justified to achieve ideological, political or social 
change, and then acts accordingly, this is violent extremism.” 

Radicalization is yet to have a clear definition. Veldhuis and Stain from the Netherlands               
Institute of International Relations Klingender give a brief discussion on its definition. “There is              
no clear profile that defines those who are radicalized to the point of supporting militant               
Islamism. Rather, a combination of several factors determines whether an individual move from             

6 Beating ISIS will likely require more computer scientists like Zeeshan Elhassan Usman who lives in North 
Carolina. “Big Data Reveals the Surprising Profile of an ISIS Recruit.” CNNMoney, Cable News Network, 
money.cnn.com/2015/12/15/news/economy/isis-recruit-characteristics/index.html 
7 “What Countries Do Most Terrorists Come From?” Snopes.com, 14 Feb. 2017, 
www.snopes.com/2017/02/14/countries-terrorists-come/. 



 
 

 

radical thought to violent action or chooses a different path.” This is the problem that every                8

nation has been facing, when is it justifiable to arrest someone who is clearly radicalized and                
might act at any moment? How can they be clearly identified? Will nations can maintain their                
citizens’ rights to privacy while doing so? 

"Although radicalization has increasingly been subjected to scientific studies, a universally            
accepted definition of the concept is still       
to be developed. Nevertheless, faced with      
pressure to tackle radicalization, policy     
makers have developed a few definitions.      
Definitions of radicalization most often     
center around two different foci: (1) on       
violent radicalization, where emphasis is     
put on the active pursuit or acceptance of        
the use of violence to attain the stated        
goal, and (2) on a broader sense of        
radicalization, where emphasis is placed     
on the active pursuit or acceptance of       
far-reaching changes in society, which     
may or may not constitute a danger to democracy and may or may not involve the threat of or                   
use of violence to attain the stated goals."  9

Types of radicalization  

Many different types of radicalization exist, usually 
relating to certain ideologies. Those radicalized refer 
to violence for change rather than peace. The 
radicalization process is unique to each person that 
undergoes it. However, each radicalization case 
shows “significant behavioral changes in major areas 
of a person’s life including ideology, social relations 
and criminal activity.” 

For individuals, changes start to occur in beliefs,        
feelings and behaviors. Individuals start off as       
sympathizers, yet rapid changes in their feelings and        
beliefs affect their behaviors, turning them to prepare        
and commit to inter group conflict. At this point of          
radicalization, individuals can commit actions that      
they cannot undo, such as crimes, etc. Therefore, it         

8www.pet.dk/English/Center%20for%20Terror%20Analysis/~/media/VTD%202016/20160428MilitantIslamist
radicalisationpdf.ashx 
9 scholarcommons.usf.edu/CGI/viewcontent.cgi? article=1139&context=jss 



 
 

 

should be the council's goal to stop individuals from reaching that point.  

One way to interpret why radicalization occurs is to say that those individuals who are most                
susceptible to radicalization are missing something from their lives. Therefore, a good candidate             
for radicalization might be desperately seeking purpose or acceptance; whether it’s pushed by             
guilt, economically motivated or simply caused by a sense of incompleteness. This vulnerable             
aspect leads to distress and creates a sense of superiority which in return allows the radicalized to                 
justify violence.  

Public perception tends to link those radicalized with Isla mists and jihadis. While this is               
partially true, it gives a narrow view on the existence of many different, active and recruiting                
groups. In fact, the United States has seen a significant increase in non-jihadi extremist attacks               
over the past 10 years which could be a direct result of an increase in radicalization of all sorts.                   
As seen on figure 3 the highest number of active hate groups in the US are not jihadis, rather                   
mostly neo-Nazi non jihadis. Therefore, targeting one special group, especially one focused on             
by the media might not be the most effective way to tackle radicalization.  

“Radical beliefs are a proxy—or at least a necessary precursor—for terrorism,” so how are              
citizens of different countries are radicalized? 

1. Role of the Internet: 
The Internet, specifically social media platforms are not the reason for or the primary              

radicalization tool, as it is widely perceived. Individuals are not recruited by propaganda alone;              
radicalization in most cases begins offline and there is almost always a human enforcer that is                
going to spark and sustain this radicalization process, usually a friend, a family member or an                
acquaintance. Yet, there are cases that individuals are radicalized solely by looking at material              
online and on social media platforms. Social media platforms help terrorist and hate groups in               
transferring their ideas and content to those already receptive to their ideologies or existing              
radical views. Therefore, social media became for a group such as ISIS a modern age “radical                
mosque”. In the past mosques, created a space where people can meet and freely influence each                
other; the mosque itself never promoted any radical ideology. Just like the mosque was never the                
reason behind people radicalizing, social media isn’t the radicalizing factor, but merely serves as              
a platform.  

2. Ideology  
There are a lot of prisms to look through when it comes to how terrorists recruit and                 

radicalize. Individuals can read posts, articles, interact with friends and watch videos. There are              
many mediums through which individuals can start to become radicalized. The brain moves into              
a smaller, narrower perception. Individuals can be attracted to certain concepts and selected             
emphasis on certain versions of history, they can start de-emphasizing other versions of history              
which creates a narrow perception. This process of a narrowing perception does not happen              
instantaneously, it takes place over time, and differs from individual to individual. Therefore,             
radicalization is a process through which a person interprets world events by selectively             



 
 

 

emphasizing personal experience, cultural context, and selective histories to perpetuate a           
narrative that justifies violence in support of a political cause.  

 
3. Social relations  

Many of those who join radical groups tend to join for social reasons. Close personal               
relationships make people vulnerable to such involvement, and even more so for youth. As              
people become radicalized, they will start moving away from social activities and gatherings             
they were used to. Conflict is possible in their social circle over political or ideological views.                
On the other hand, a different group of people might find a new smaller social circle that shares                  
the same views they do. Certain extreme groups might even ask for proof of loyalty such as an                  
initiation or taking oath. Most radicalization cases happen face-to-face. Therefore, social circles            
are always considered when a radicalization case is being studied. 

 
4. Criminal activity  

During radicalization those radicalized tend to draw attention to their message or group             
through certain activities. The things they do don’t necessarily harm anyone but are usually              
illegal such as “vandalism, minor property damage, trespassing or illegal protesting.” Further            
radicalized people could assert influence on communities or governments through threats. 

  
5. Radicalization theories 

a. Social Movement Theory: 
"A set of opinions and beliefs in a population, which represents preferences for changing 

some elements of the social structure and/or reward distribution of a society." The social 
movement theory suggests that under certain strained environmental conditions, a movement is 
forced to combat such social forces and aims to change it in any possible way. Individuals then 
form a group through which "conceive of the recruitment process as having two stages: (1) 
rational prospectors use information to find likely targets; and (2) after locating them, recruiters 
offer information on participatory opportunities and deploy inducements to persuade recruits to 
say 'yes.”  Relationships and social bonds between individuals are then created to strengthen the 10

cult or group.  The group then aims to grow and expand its influence attaining more and more 11

recruits. They then follow certain “rules to survive”: 
● Forming mobilization potential 
● Forming and motivating recruitment networks  
● Arousing motivation to participate  

10 The Psychology of Counter-Terrorism.” Google Books, 
books.google.com.eg/bookie=VqHHBQAAQBAJ&pg=PT53&lpg 
11www.researchgate.net/publication/254706697_Radicalization_into_Violent_Extremism_I_A_Review_of_So
cial_Science_Theories. 



 
 

 

● Removing barriers to participation  12

b. Social Psychology: 
Social psychology includes a set of theories that potentially might be the reason for 

radicalization. “Group contexts cultivate extreme attitudes” suggests that, since opinions and 
attitudes tend to become more extreme in groups, group opinions become then more extreme 
than opinions of individuals. Therefore, surrounded by just the right people, an extreme opinion 
can be taken to a different level. It also suggests that Group decision-making is often more 
biased and less rational than individual decision-making, which then leads to Group perceptions 
being colored by group membership. furthermore, this theory is implemented on radicalization as 
it enlists several other statements such as, Groups have internal norms and rules that control 
member behavior, or People join groups because of perceived incentives and rewards, and finally 
Individuals feel less responsible for "group" actions. Such factors, when considered altogether, 
make the formation of a terrorist group appear more feasible. 

c. Conversion Theory: 
The conversion theory simplifies matters by summing up radicalization into 7 cumulative 

stages affecting each other: 

● “Context: comprises the field of environmental factors—cultural, historical, political, 
social—operating throughout the conversion process that may accelerate or impede its 
development. 

● Crisis: is a state of personal disequilibrium typically caused by personal or social 
disruption.  

● Quest: often precipitated by a crisis, is a process of seeking solutions or activities to 
restore equilibrium. 

● Encounter: marks the initial contact between a seeker (one engaged in a "quest") and a 
spiritual option or proponent of that option.  

●  Interaction: describes the exchange between the seeker and the proponent to develop 
more information about or introduction to the spiritual option and to other proponents.  

●  Commitment: involves two important elements, first a decision or series of decisions 
demonstrating investment or faithfulness to the religion; and second, a promised bond of 
membership or public statement of faith that solidifies the person's status (or identity) as 
a part of the movement.  

● Consequences: are the effects of the actions, commitments, and decisions made in service 
of the belief. They are constantly monitored and evaluated.” 

12 Armstrong, Martin, and Felix Richter. “Infographic: Right-Wing Populism Taking Hold in 
Germany.” Statista Infographics, 5 Sept. 2016, 
www.statista.com/chart/5703/right-wing-populism-taking-hold-in-germany/. 



 
 

 

IV. Key Vocabulary: 
Militant Islamist Radicalization:  

A. a dynamic process where an individual convert to a radical interpretation of Islam 
*OR* 

B. the pronounced support for or will to use violence as a means that defines militant 
Islamism. 

Militant: favoring confrontational or violent methods in support of a political or social cause.  
 

V. Past resolutions and treaties 
1. Report on the prevention of radicalization and recruitment of European citizens by 

terrorist organizations - A report on the prevention of radicalization and recruitment of 
European citizens by terrorist organizations (2015/2063(INI)) was set in place by the 
European parliament in 2015. This report focuses on European citizens and how to stop 
their radicalization. It explores aspects such as how the terrorist could reach the target 
audience and why the target audience is in place, and finally how to prevent it. The report 
did not seem to be effective as the numbers of radicalized civilians is still on the rise in 
European countries such as Germany and the United Kingdom. The European Union also 
experiences a different type of violence-powered radicalization from the rising extreme 
right-wing society mainly in Switzerland, Austria and Germany.  13

2. The Security Council adopted a resolution 2178 (2014)  which focuses on the travel of 
terrorists for the aim of recruitment. As terrorists move around in countries, they can 
spread their ideas and radicalize more and more citizens from a broader area. This 
resolution limits their movements and sets flags which countries could use to cooperate to 
stop the travel of terrorists. This resolution is based on sharing intelligence between 
agencies in countries and mainly can identify and incarcerate known traveling terrorists, 
denying them access and stopping any further movement. The resolution caused a lot of 
controversy over the methods they used as red flags and how it caused more harm in 
stopping uninvolved civilians from acquiring visas rather than stopping terrorist travel.  

3. The Radicalization of Diasporas and Terrorism: A Joint Conference by the RAND 
Corporation and the Center for Security Studies was formulated as points which countries 
could follow to decrease and eventually eliminate radicalization further in their states. It 
highlights each aspect of radicalization and presents countries with suggestions that if 
followed could put a halt to new terrorists. However, the suggestions were too vague 
without an actual path for countries to follow which did not give countries an area for 
implementation. 

4. The OSCEPA (Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe Parliamentary 
Assembly) has come to the parliamentary demands to fight terrorism by drafting a 

13 scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi? article=1139&context=jss. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0316&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0316&language=EN
https://www.un.org/press/en/2014/sc11580.doc.htm
http://www.worldcat.org/title/radicalization-of-diasporas-and-terrorism-a-joint-conference-by-the-rand-corporation-and-the-center-for-security-studies-eth-zurich/oclc/184844481
https://www.oscepa.org/meetings/annual-sessions/2012-monaco-annual-session/2012-monaco-final-declaration/1686-18
https://www.oscepa.org/meetings/annual-sessions/2012-monaco-annual-session/2012-monaco-final-declaration/1686-18


 
 

 

resolution under the name “Countering Violent Extremism and Radicalization That Lead 
to Terrorism” to set frameworks and work on advocating against radicalization.  

 

VI. Failed Solution Attempts  
Tackling radicalization was an issue on the rise starting 2012, when ISIS started             

recruiting children in abundance. The actions first taken were tweaks to education and a              
worldwide campaign against all terror ideals such as the ones provided by RAND during the               
joint conference and report (2015/2063(INI)) by the EU parliament. Campaigns in the media and              
some educational systems grew to accommodate fighting radicalization. Yet, taken actions were            
too broad for the educators to follow a certain path. The campaigns moved towards different               
angles of the situation with no specific schedule or area to tackle which left it widely                
unsuccessful. Furthermore, the campaigns did not reach as far as it should have. Banning travel               
from different countries was also an option that had faced a lot of opposition since this also                 
includes trade bans and profit loss. The United States’ travel ban is probably the most known and                 
has had a lot of media attention. Of course, a complete ban of travelers from incoming countries                 
was a failure as there is trade, business trips and many other reasons as to why one might travel                   
to the United States. More solution attempts include targeting those who have radical ideas and               
keeping them under surveillance, which was not effective as there was no effort to change their                
ideology, as the aim was to identify and incarcerate those people rather than tackle what made                
them that way or try and rehabilitate them.  

VII. Possible Solutions  
Since radicalization is a huge process with many different theories as to how it really 

happens, one must consider which theory they (or their country) are following to find a solution 
which they see as effective. The process of finding a solution is derived from the process of 
radicalization itself. The council needs to agree on a set bands between the theories to follow for 
the sake of the resolution (and include it in the pre-abs).  Ask yourself, which stage of 
radicalization are we going to solve first? What type of terrorism do we want to tackle?  Focus 
each solution/clause on a certain stage for an effective resolution. The council must agree on a 
definition for the term radicalization for the sake of the resolution. How “radical thoughts” are 
identified should be highlighted and agreed on. Moreover, the resolution could set red flags and 
warnings for governments for certain actions such as terrorist attacks or plans. Consider the 
travel of citizens reported to have radical thoughts, should it be banned? How could countries 
identify them? Consider sharing intelligence between countries about the issue, identifying the 
leaders of recruitment, or carrying out missions to stop them. Think about adding a list of banned 
sites which promote terrorism to be censored.  

As for education, how can we integrate specific frameworks to battle radicalization into 
education? Delegations could create communities close to the idea of rehabilitation for those 



 
 

 

with radical ideas. Don’t forget to add clauses for review and amendments of the resolution and 
look both at the long term and short-term effects of these actions. Finally, the Afghan 
government has suggested that “The role of religious leaders and Imams of mosques is very 
important because they usually have direct influence on the people. Systematizing preaching in 
mosques and gatherings is essential, as the proper interpretation of Quran and Hadith has a direct 
link with the mindset of the audience and the young community.” 

VIII. Useful Links  
1. “After ISIS: A Smarter Way to Fight Radicalization.” After ISIS: A Smarter Way to 

Fight Radicalization - The Washington Institute for Near East Policy,  
2. “Understanding Youth Radicalization in the Age of ISIS: A Psychosocial Analysis.” 

E-International Relations, 
3. Hexamer, Thomas. “Saudis in Iraq: Patterns of Radicalization and Recruitment.” 

Cultures & Conflicts, Centre Detrudes Sur Les Conflicts, 12 June 2008, 
conflits.revues.org/10042 

4. “Radicalization and Human Security in Post-2003 Governance of Iraq.” Public 
Seminar 

5. “What Countries Do Most Terrorists Come From?” Snopes.com, 14 Feb. 2017 
6. “Perspective: Radicalization of Islamist Terrorists in the Western World.” FBI, FBI, 8 

Sept. 2011, 
7. https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/testimony/52.pdf 
8. https://www.pet.dk/English/Center%20for%20Terror%20Analysis/~/media/VTD%20

2016/20160428MilitantIslamistradicalisationpdf.ashx 
9. http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1139&context=jss 
10. http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1140&context=jss 
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