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I. Introduction 

Though the subject of climate change has been a controversial one for many years, it 
is affecting individuals around the world in very harsh ways. Those who are forced to flee 
their homes and communities and whose livelihoods are threatened by environmental 
changes that may be attributed to climate change are known as climate change refugees. 
These refugees are forced to leave their homes due to extreme conditions caused by climate 
change. There are two main ways in which climate change affects people. 

 First of all, natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis and cyclones. These 
disasters damage countries heavily leading to deaths, loss of homes, and sending people into 
poverty. It can take months or even years to recover after a huge natural disaster and 
sometimes the damage is too severe to even rebuild in the same area.  

The other way is long term, as it slowly but surely affects individuals and their 
futures. For example, areas with rising sea levels or erosion would soon be uninhabitable 
which would lead to the migration of the citizens of the so called area. An example of this 
would be the native community in Alaska.  

The problem with climate refugees is that they are not recognized nor accepted almost 
everywhere in the world.  This is because under international law these individuals do not 
qualify as refugees in any way because they are not oppressed politically, religiously nor 
racially. This means that as the number of individuals around the world who are displaced by 
climate change increases, there will be no system in place to effectively address their needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Migrants forced to flee homes  1

II. Focused Overview of the Issue 

Natural disasters and climate change are difficult to expect or account for. Across the 
globe there have been many natural disasters which have shocked the world, such as 
hurricane Irma, cyclone Winston etc. The world has an enemy which it can neither foresee 
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nor go on the offense against, climate change. Climate change is defined, according to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) as, “a change in the 
statistical distribution of weather patterns when that change lasts for an extended period of 
time” . The world has been ignoring climate change for a long time but now it has struck 2

once more. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, in 2015, there were 244 
million international migrants, 40% more than in 2000 . In the same year, over 19 million 3

people were internally displaced because of natural disasters in Pacific countries such as Fiji , 
Haiti and Vietnam are the countries most affected by climate change. Losing homes and 
crops have led these countries into extreme economical and living conditions. In this time of 
hardship the more industrialized nations must come together in order to help these nations, as 
well as aid them in rebuilding for the future. 

1. Human Mobility 

People move for a variety of reasons, and there are many ways and categories of 
human mobility such as displacement, migration and planned relocation (see Figure 2). 
Understanding the dimensions of why people move and how they relate to different climate 
disasters is key to developing effective policies and adaptation plans. This is because most 
policymakers view climate change refugees all as one instead of different situations. Many 
migrants plan their migration for a certain time while others are forced to move immediately 
due to the difficulty of their situation. If policy makers are able to differentiate it will lead to 
solutions that are tailored to different situations instead of having a general policy for all 
migrants. There is no generally agreed-upon definition of climate motivated human 
movement, but broadly, it refers to movement of people driven by sudden or gradual changes 
in the weather or climate, which includes both permanent and temporary movements. 

Figure 2 Different types of Mobility 

2. Intensive risks 

Climate change is leading to  more intense and frequent extreme events in some 
places (eg. Hurricane Irma, Tohoku Earthquake, Black Saturday Bushfires etc.), as well as 
gradual changes in average temperatures and sea level rise. These present diverse kinds of 
risk, and rigorous issues and people’s movements in response to these risks tend to be quite 
different. Intensive risk is a much clearer driver of displacement of people. Displacement 
associated with intensive risk tends to be sudden and short-distance. Displaced people move 
because they have no alternative other than to leave their homes behind to seek safety and 
protection elsewhere. Those that are forced to move often lose property and other assets, and 
these extreme events can push people into poverty by destroying their homes or their land 

2 Climate Change Could Force Over 140 Million to Migrate Within Countries by 2050: World Bank Report." World 
Bank. Web 

3 "Migration and Climate Change." International Organization for Migration. 03 Dec. 2015. Web 

2 of 10 
 

http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2017/theme/en/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2017/theme/en/


 
 
 
 

which they use for business.  As well as killing livestock,while also limiting opportunities to 
escape from poverty. An example of this is the major floods in 2010 in Pakistan, which 
displaced nine million people, most of whom returned home within a year or two .  4

Figure 3 Climate Change and Disaster Risks 

 

 
 
 

III. Involved Countries and Organizations 

[Vietnam] 
One of the most directly involved countries is Vietnam. Due to climate changes and 

natural disasters such as droughts and cyclones Vietnam has faced huge losses of lives and 
economic issues. Extreme droughts continued into the year 2016 and were recorded as the 
worst droughts in the last 100 years of Vietnam’s history. “The Mekong [rivier in Vietnam] 
decreased to its lowest waters levels since 1926, leading to severe increase of salt levels in 
water sources. Several natural disasters in 2016 caused a huge amount of lives to be lost and 
destroyed 370,000 homes” . In addition to the drought, tropical cyclone Dianmu hit Northern 5

Vietnam in mid-August, causing several fatalities and destroying hundreds of homes. A 
tropical depression and the storm Aere caused further damage in November, with heavy 
flooding throughout central and southern Vietnam. The losses caused by Aere amounted to 
around US $112 million as well as many fatalities
. All these factors have led to Vietnam becoming 6

affected in a major way due to these 
disasters. Vietnam is the country which 
has suffered the third most losses due to 
natural disasters. In addition to that 
Vietnam has lost the fourth highest 
number of inhabitants per 100,000 at a 
rate of 1.17 per 100,000.  Vietnam has 
been greatly affected by climate change 
and disasters, especially in the delta area 
near the Mekong river. “Climate change 

4 "Pakistan Floods Facts and Figures." Disasters Emergency Committee. 23 Feb. 2015. Web 
5 T.M. "Refugees and Climate Change: An Introduction." Faith & Forced Migration. 11 Jan. 2017. Web. 
6 "Migration, Forced by Climate Change." Cornell Research. 07 May 2018. Web. 
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is forcing 24,000 people to leave the region every year” . 7

[United States of America] 
The United States experienced flash floods and flood waters in North and South 

Carolina in April, followed by extreme flooding and heavy rains in Louisiana on 10th August 
2016, amounting to US $10 billion in damages . In June of 2016, an intense heat wave killed 8

several people and destroyed ten thousand acres of land. The damage was estimated at US $3 
billion. Hurricane Matthew arrived at the US shores in October of the same year,  impacting 
North and South Carolina, Florida and Georgia heavily accounting for 49 deaths and damage 
of over US $10 billion . The United States has been affected and will continue to be affected 9

by climate change in various ways, directly and indirectly, short term and long term. Recent 
heat waves and flooding have cost the United States billions of dollars, and it will only get 
worse. Summer temperatures are projected to continue rising each year, and “a reduction of 
soil moisture, which exacerbates heat waves, is projected for much of the western and central 
U.S. in summer”. More importantly, after the appointment of Donald Trump, who does not 
recognize the issue of global warming, the United States no longer recognizes global 
warming or climate change. In a tweet, President Donald Trump stated, “In the East it could 
be the coldest New Year’s eve on record. Perhaps we could use a little bit of good old global 
warming that our country, but not other countries was going to pay TRILLIONS of dollars to 
protect against, Bundle up!”  The Trump administration has said it will not consider the 10

impact of climate change outside the U.S. when calculating the benefits of climate change 
policies, clearly showing that they do not recognize the concept of climate change refugees. 
Additionally, President Donald Trump’s administration has paid minimal attention to the 
links between climate change and U.S. national security.  11

In American law, refugees are defined as individuals persecuted because of race, 
religion, nationality, membership in a group, or political opinion.  Nowhere does climate 12

change become factored into it. Which means that the United States have no policies with 
regards to accepting climate refugees 
into their country. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5 Map of Endangered areas in 
USA 
 
 
 
 

7 Chapman, Alex, and Van Pham Dang Tri. "Climate Change Is Driving Migration from Vietnam's Mekong Delta." 
Climate Home News. Climate Home, 11 Jan. 2018. Web. 

8 Friedman, Lisa. "As U.S. Sheds Role as Climate Change Leader, Who Will Fill the Void?" The New York Times. The 
New York Times, 12 Nov. 2017. Web. 

9 Shoichet, Catherine E. "Louisiana Faces Flash Flood Emergency." CNN. Cable News Network, 10 Mar. 2016. Web. 
10 Sheetz, Michael. "Climate Scientists Blast Trump's Global Warming Tweet." CNBC. CNBC, 30 Dec. 2017. Web. 
11 Ibid. 
12 “What Is a Refugee? Definition and Meaning | USA for UNHCR.” Definition and Meaning | USA for UNHCR, 

www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/what-is-a-refugee/. 
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[Fiji]  

Fiji was severely affected by extreme weather in 2016. Cyclone Winston hit Fiji in 
February as a category 5 storm making it the strongest cyclone on record. “It resulted in 
major destruction, especially on the island of Viti Levu, leaving over 44 dead and causing 
around US$1.4 billion in damages” . Over 34,000 people were left without their homes as 13

they were destroyed during the cyclone. Just six weeks after Winston caused havoc, Fiji was 
passed by Hurricane Zena in April with top speeds of 105 mph, forcing the evacuation of 
3500 people and the end of aid distribution.  The Fijian prime minister Frank Bainimarama 14

has called out for aid many times before and in the COP23 which is the UN climate change 
conference,  he said “Unless the world acts decisively to begin addressing the greatest 
challenge of our age, then the Pacific, as we know it, is doomed”. The prime minister has 
called for aid from the world’s most industrialised nations in order to help Fiji get through 
this crisis or at least accept climate refugees. Fiji remains at the frontline in advocating 
international policies to fight climate change. But internally, the nation lacks sufficient 
technical expertise, human resources and financial capacity to fully implement these policies. 
“In the international arena, Fiji has hosted high-level delegations from UN bodies to address 
the impact of climate change. Fiji was the first nation to ratify the Paris Agreement, which 
seeks to limit temperature rise to “well below” 2° Celsius. Fiji is one of 43 nations on the 
Climate Vulnerable Forum and has been a vocal proponent of limiting temperature rise from 
global warming to 1.5° Celsius” . Fiji’s calls for aid have been ignored by many countries 15

leading to the events of Vunidogoloa relocation, in which a whole village had to be totally 
relocated due to climate change. All its 
homes, gardens, and crops were being 
engulfed by the high tide waters and 
heavy rainfall. With more than 90 
percent of houses in Kiribati and Tuvalu 
being already hit by climate-related 
hazards such as flooding, storms and 
saltwater intrusion over the last decade, 
finding a solution must be imminent as 
these people cannot hold on for much 
longer. 

  
[International Organization for Migration (IOM)] 

IOM is one of the first and most effective organizations in the area of climate 
migration.  Their perspective on the issue is, “Environmental factors have long had an impact 
on global migration flows, as people have historically left places with harsh or deteriorating 
conditions.  However, the scale of such flows, both internal and cross-border, is expected to 
rise as a result of accelerated climate change, with unprecedented impacts on lives and 
livelihoods.  Such migration can have positive and negative effects on both the local coping 
capacity and the environment in areas from which these migrants originate, as well as in their 

13 McNamara, Karen E., and Helene Jacot Des Combes. "Planning for Community Relocations Due to Climate Change 
in Fiji." SpringerLink. Springer, Dordrecht, 21 Sept. 2015. Web. 

14 Deursen, Jake Van. "Climate Change in the Fiji Islands." Climate Change in the Fiji Islands | Aksik. Web. 
15 CBS/AP. "Fiji in "fight for Our Very Survival" amid Climate Change, Prime Minister Says." CBS News. CBS 

Interactive, 03 Apr. 2018. Web. 
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temporary or permanent destinations” . The IOM was established in 1951 and is considered 16

one of the most important and trusted organizations on migration internationally. IOM’s goal 
is to offer humane and orderly migration for the benefit of all. It does so by providing 
services and advice to governments and migrants. The IOM works not only with 
governments, but with other organizations and non-governmental partners. The IOM has four 
branches which all provide different migration services to migrants and governments. The 
Director General is Ambassador William Lacy Swing. The IOM’s work is present in all 
continents and examples of this can be seen in Syria and Fiji in which they helped numerous 
migrants in relocating their homes.  

 
IV. Key Vocabulary 

Tropical Cyclone: It is used to describe any rotating system and arrangement of clouds that 
originated in a tropical or subtropical environment. If such a system reaches winds of more 
than 74 mph (119 km/h), it is then classified as a cyclone . Cyclones are of immense 17

importance in this topic as they are reason of the destruction in many of the countries stated 
above, e.g. cyclone Winston which hit Fiji. 

Climate Change: Climate change is a change in the statistical distribution of weather patterns 
when that change lasts for an extended period of time . Climate change is the focus of this 18

topic as it leads to individuals having to migrate due to the extreme conditions caused by the 
climate changing. 

Intensive risk: Intensive risk is used to describe the risk associated to high-severity, mid to 
low-frequency events, mainly associated with major hazards .  Natural disasters are 19

considered intensive risks which lead to climate migration 

Tsunami:  A tsunami, also known as a seismic sea wave or as a tidal wave, is a series of 
waves in a water body caused by the displacement of a large volume of water, generally in an 
ocean or a large lake. Tsunamis can be caused by undersea earthquakes . Tsunamis are a 20

major natural disasters which have led to huge amounts of damages and have led thousands 
to become displaced from their homes, which makes them climate refugees. 

V. Important Events & Chronology 
 

Date 
 (Day/Month/Year) 

 
Event 

16 "Migration and Climate Change." International Organization for Migration. 05 June 2018. Web. 
17 Zehnder, Joseph A. "Tropical Cyclone." Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 13 June 2018. 

Web. 
18 Dunbar, Brian. "What Is Climate Change?" NASA. NASA, 13 May 2015. Web. 
19 “Intensive and Extensive Risk.” China - Disaster & Risk Profile | PreventionWeb.net, 

www.preventionweb.net/risk/intensive-extensive-risk. 
20 US Department of Commerce, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. “What Is a Tsunami?” 

NOAA's National Ocean Service, 1 Feb. 2014, oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/tsunami.html. 
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14/10/2007 Large fires burned out of control across southern California 
fuelled by unusually strong winds. caused evacuation of over 
1 million people. 

21/9/2015 The Fijian village of Vunidogoloa and its people are totally 
relocated due to extreme weather conditions and high tides 
caused by climate change. Over 26 homes are moved 
elsewhere. 

7/2/2016 Cyclone Winston arrives in Fiji at the speed of 285 km/h and 
is classified as a category 5 severe tropical cyclone. It was the 
most intense tropical cyclone in the Southern Hemisphere on 
record. 

 

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties 

Resolution A/63/PV.85 

This resolution was proposed to the General Assembly on the 3rd of June 2009, in 
New York.  The resolution was created by the delegation of Nauru on behalf of the Pacific 
small island developing states (Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Palau, Papua New Guinea, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Tonga). The topic was 
“Climate change and its possible security implications”. The resolution was discussing the 
issues of climate change and how it affects the security of countries affected by climate 
change. More importantly, it discussed ways and methods for these countries to get aid from 
more industrialized countries. The resolution unanimously passed.  

Resolution A/RES/43/53 

This resolution was adopted on the 6th of November, 1988 by the General Assembly. 
The resolution discusses the increase and spread of greenhouse gases which are a main cause 
for global warming. It calls for nations to recognize climate change and global warming as a 
major issue and calls for cooperation between nations. 

 
VII. Failed Solution Attempts 

The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the United Nations            
Framework Convention on Climate Change, which commits its Parties by setting         
internationally binding emission reduction targets.Recognizing that developed countries are         
principally responsible for the current high levels of greenhouse gas emissions in the             
atmosphere as a result of more than 150 years of industrial activity , the Protocol places a                21

heavier burden on developed nations under the principle of “common but differentiated            
responsibilities.” The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Japan on the 16th of February 2005. The               
Protocol considered flawed for many reasons. First of all, this Protocol only passed because              
at the time it was the only “legal” document on climate change and it was considered “a first                  
step” , but 13 years later no actions has been taken on this protocol which makes it irrelevant.                  

21 Rosen, Amanda M. "The Wrong Solution at the Right Time: The Failure of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change." 
Politics & Policy 43.1 (2015): 30-58. Print. 
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Moreover many countries joined and then withdrew from this protocol making it inefficient             
across the world. 

VIII. Guiding Questions 

● What is your country’s stance regarding climate refugees?  
● Has your country faced any issues with climate change before (i.e disasters etc.)? 
● Is your country an active participant in the Kyoto Protocol?  
● Has your country sent aid to one of the countries in need because of climate change? 

IX. Possible Solutions 
An issue such as climate change does not have a straightforward solution simply             

because cases vary totally from nation to nation as well as different economies. Therefore, it               
is recommended that delegates fully research the topic as well as their countries policies so               
that they are able to come up with valid solution without overriding their countries policies.               
One of the past solutions that was tried was in the COP23 which was the implementation of                 
migration into policy and planning for Loss and Damage mechanisms – established to             
address loss and damage associated with impacts of climate change. As well as the global               
alliance to phase out the use of coal, which is one of the most harming products to the                  
environment. All of which were small steps to solve a big problem. 

X.  Useful Links 

● “Kyoto Protocol - Targets for the First Commitment Period.” UNFCCC, 

https://unfccc.int/process/the-kyoto-protocol.  

This is an important link which discusses one of the major solution attempts which              
was the Kyoto Protocol. Please consider it and try to avoid the mistakes that were made. 

● “Climate Change Is A Key Driver of Migration and Food Insecurity.” UNFCCC, 

https://unfccc.int/news/climate-change-is-a-key-driver-of-migration-and-food-insecurity.  

This website include statistics and some of the results of climate change, i.e poverty              
and food insecurity. 
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